
​29. Súrah of the Celestial Maidens, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​When​​he​​observed​​that​​his​​shirt​​had​​been​​rent​​from​​behind,​​he​​said,​​“This​​is​
​of​​your​​conniving—verily,​​your​​conniving​​is​​relentless.”​​Káf-Há-Yá-‘Ayn.​​4​​O​
​People​​of​​Persia!​ ​Hath​​not​​this​​mighty​​honour,​​vouchsafed​​unto​​your​​very​
​own​ ​souls​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance,​ ​sufficed​ ​you?​ ​For​ ​God​
​hath​ ​indeed​​chosen​​you​​through​​that​​Most​​Great​​Word—so​​disperse​​not​
​from​​around​​Him!​​For,​​by​​God,​​He​​is​​the​​True​​One​​from​​God—and​​He​​is​
​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​All-Wise.​
​5​ ​O​ ​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Approach​ ​not​ ​the​ ​property​ ​of​​the​​Remembrance​
​save​ ​by​​His​​leave,​​and​​measure​​with​​the​​most​​proper​​Balance.​​That​​is​ ​the​
​Right​​of​​this​​Most​​Great​​Gate—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​​over​​all​
​things.​ ​6​​And​​hesitate​​not,​​even​​for​​the​​twinkling​​of​​an​​eye,​​concerning​​the​
​Cause,​​for​​We​​shall,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​question​​you​​concerning​​hearing,​​sight,​
​and​ ​matters​ ​of​ ​the​​inmost​​heart—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Command​​of​​God​​from​
​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​
​Book.​ ​7​ ​O​ ​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​forbidden​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​enter​ ​houses​
​without​​the​​leave​​of​​their​​owners—wherefore,​ ​enter​​not​​the​​House​​of​​the​
​Báb​​save​​by​​His​​leave!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​​and​​turn​​in​​repentance​​unto​
​Him,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​rendering​​sincere​​devotion​​unto​​Him.​
​8​ ​O​ ​ye​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Call​ ​not​​unto​​the​​Remembrance​​from​​behind​​His​
​House,​​for​​that​​is​​an​​offense​​within​​the​​Book​​of​​God—yet​​ye​​know​​naught​
​from​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​save​ ​some​ ​isolated​ ​Letters.​ ​9​ ​O​ ​ye​
​Faithful​​Ones!​​Raise​​not​​your​​voices​​above​​the​​voice​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​
​nor​​walk​​nigh​​unto​​Him​​save​​by​​His​​leave​​unto​​you,​​nor​​outpace​​not​​His​
​steps,​ ​nor​ ​murmur​ ​privily​ ​in​ ​His​ ​assembly—for​ ​verily,​ ​all​ ​such​ ​is​
​blameworthy​​in​​the​​estimation​​of​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​according​​to​
​that​​which​​God​​hath​​decreed​​within​​His​ ​well-guarded​ ​Book.​​10​​O​​People​
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​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Hold​ ​fast​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Cord​ ​of​ ​God​ ​that​ ​can​ ​never​ ​be​
​severed—Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​this​ ​Arabian​ ​Youth,​ ​enshrined​ ​within​ ​the​
​Point​​of​​Ice​​upon​​the​​Oceans​​of​​Fire.​ ​11​​Make​​mention,​​in​​His​​company,​
​of​​the​​blessings​​of​​God​​upon​​you,​​by​​His​​leave,​​and​​conceal​​not​​the​​Truth​
​in​ ​His​ ​presence.​​For​​ye​​know​​not,​ ​but​​verily,​ ​God​​knoweth​​whatsoever​​is​
​within​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​obscure​ ​and​
​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​disclose—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord,​ ​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​12​​O​​ye​​Faithful​​Ones!​​God​​hath​​indeed​
​ordained​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​enter​ ​not​ ​upon​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​save​​by​​His​​leave,​
​after​​ye​​have​​purified​​yourselves,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​and​​stood​​at​​the​​threshold​
​of​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​magnifying​ ​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​Pure​​Truth,​
​one​ ​hundred​ ​and​ ​ten​ ​times.​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​decreed​​for​​those​​who​
​turn​ ​away​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​Decree​ ​the​ ​Infernal​ ​Fire​ ​of​ ​Hell—for​ ​the​
​chastisement​​of​​God​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​is​ ​assuredly,​​in​​accordance​
​with​​the​​truth,​ ​most​​grievous​ ​indeed​​.​ ​13​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Throne!​​Hearken​
​unto​​the​​Call​ ​of​​the​​Lord​​your​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​​except​​Him​​—through​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​from​​the​​tongue​​of​​this​
​Arabian​​Youth—Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​truly​​wondrous​ ​in​​the​​estimation​​of​
​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​concerning​​the​​Most​​Mighty​​Cause.​​14​​God​​hath​
​spoken​ ​by​ ​way​ ​of​ ​inspiration​ ​unto​​Me,​​in​​very​​truth,​​in​​this​​Holy​​Land,​
​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​God—there​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Me!​​Serve​​Me​​upon​​the​
​Pathway​​of​​this​ ​Crimson​​Line,​ ​moving​​within​​the​​Primordial​​Order​​of​​the​
​Cause—for​​all​ ​creation​​hath​​been​​formed​​that​​haply​​ye​​may​​be​​enrolled,​​in​
​My​​Presence,​ ​amongst​​those​​devoted​​servants​​brought​​nigh​​unto​​Me,​​within​
​the​ ​vicinity​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate.”​ ​15​ ​Take​ ​heed,​ ​O​ ​Inhabitants​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​​Worlds!​
​Call​ ​not​ ​upon​ ​God​ ​above​ ​His​ ​Station,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Line​​is​ ​detached​​from​​all​
​save​​Him,​​nor​​hath​​God​​ordained​​for​​any​​what​​He​​hath​​ordained​​for​​Him,​
​as​​beseemeth​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth.​​Nor​​is​ ​it​ ​befitting​​for​​any​​after​​Him,​
​for​​He​​is​ ​the​​Light​​upon​​the​​Twain​​Mounts,​​the​​Furqán​​within​​the​​Twain​
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​Cycles—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​16​ ​O​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne!​ ​Hearken​ ​unto​ ​My​ ​Call​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Ṭalismanic​
​Remembrance—this​ ​Arab​ ​Whom​ ​God​ ​stationed​ ​as​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​around​ ​the​
​Throne,​​within​​the​​Shrine​​of​​the​​Inmost​​Heart.​ ​He,​​in​​very​​truth,​​sitteth​
​upon​​the​​dust​​of​​the​​earth,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​that​​haply​​the​​people​​may​
​learn​ ​the​ ​mysteries​ ​of​ ​their​ ​origin—until​ ​all​ ​have​ ​borne​ ​witness​​that​​the​
​Lord​​their​​God​​is​ ​their​​Creator—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​
​except​ ​Him​​—and​ ​that​ ​He,​ ​verily,​ ​is​ ​His​​devoted​​Servant​​and​​the​​Gate​​of​
​His​​Proof​​upon​​all​​the​​worlds​​entire.​​17​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Say:​​“By​​the​
​One​​True​​God!​​Verily,​​I​​am​​the​​True​​One,​​by​​the​​very​​Truth​​of​​your​​Lord,​​the​
​Most​​Gracious—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him!​​And​
​sufficient​ ​are​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​chosen​ ​ones​ ​to​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​unto​​the​​knowledge​
​thereof.”​ ​18​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Grant​​leave​​for​​the​​Maidens​​of​​Paradise​
​to​​adorn​​themselves​​with​​coarse​​garments​​and​​veils​​of​​the​​finest​​silk.​​Then​
​permit​​a​​single​​Maiden​​to​​withdraw​​from​​Her​​Chamber​​and​​appear​​upon​
​the​​earth.​​Empower​​Her​​to​​hearken​​unto​​a​​breath​​from​​the​​breeze​​of​​Thy​
​holiness​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​supernal​ ​Throne​ ​and​ ​the​ ​celestial​ ​spheres,​ ​that​
​perchance​ ​the​ ​intoxicated​ ​ones​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​may​ ​awaken​ ​to​ ​Thy​
​Cause—even​ ​to​ ​the​ ​least​ ​measure,​ ​as​ ​the​ ​tip​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​ ​hair​​which​​God​
​hath​ ​placed​ ​behind​ ​Her​ ​veil—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​19​ ​“O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​By​ ​the​ ​One​​True​
​God,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​the​ ​Houri​ ​begotten​ ​by​ ​Bahá​ ​within​ ​a​ ​Palace​​wrought​​from​​the​
​Most​ ​Vibrant​ ​Ruby.​ ​By​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God!​ ​I​ ​beheld​ ​naught​ ​within​ ​that​
​Most​​Great​​Paradise​​save​​that​​it​ ​proclaimed​​the​​Remembrance​​in​​praise​​of​
​this​ ​Youth—this​ ​Arabian​ ​Youth.​ ​Verily,​ ​your​ ​Lord​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Gracious—there​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him—wherefore,​ ​magnify​​ye​​His​
​station,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God.​​For​​lo,​ ​He​​is​ ​stationed​​in​​the​​very​​midst​​of​​the​
​Garden​ ​of​ ​Paradise—embodying​ ​the​ ​Glorifications​ ​of​ ​God​ ​within​ ​the​
​Temple​​of​​Exultation.​​At​​times,​ ​I​ ​hear​​His​​Voice​​proclaiming​​the​​Living,​​the​

​137​



​Self-Subsisting,​ ​while​ ​at​ ​other​ ​times,​ ​declaring​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Most​
​Mighty​ ​Name.​ ​Whensoever​ ​He​ ​extolleth​​the​​Magnifications​​of​​God,​​all​ ​of​
​Paradise​ ​ariseth—longing​ ​for​ ​His​ ​Encounter.​ ​And​ ​Whensoever​ ​He​
​celebrateth​​the​​Glorifications​​of​​God,​​all​​of​​Paradise​​falleth​​silent—like​​snow​
​upon​ ​the​​crest​ ​of​​an​​icy​​mountain.​​Lo,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​as​​though​​I​​beheld​​Him​​moving​
​upon​​the​​Great​​Circle​​of​​the​​earth—every​​Garden​​His​​garden,​​every​​Heaven​
​His​​heaven—while​​every​​land​​and​​all​​that​​is​​therein​​appeareth​​as​​but​​a​​ring​
​in​​the​​hand​​of​​His​​devoted​​servants.​​Glorified​​be​​God,​​His​​Creator,​​Sovereign​
​of​​the​​Ancient​​Throne!​​Yet​​verily,​​He​​is​​but​​the​​Servant​​of​​God,​​and​​the​​Gate​
​of​ ​the​ ​Remnant​ ​of​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord.​​Aspire,​ ​then,​​unto​​striving​​in​
​His​ ​Path,​ ​as​ ​beseemeth​ ​the​ ​Upright​ ​Truth.​ ​Verily,​ ​I,​ ​and​ ​all​ ​who​ ​dwell​
​within​ ​Paradise,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​long​​for​​the​​soul​​who​​hath​​been​
​slain​​in​​His​​Path—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Watchful​​over​​all​​that​​ye​​do.”​​20​
​O​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​ ​Allow​ ​Her​ ​to​ ​remove​ ​Her​ ​coarse​ ​garments​ ​and​
​adorn​ ​Herself​ ​once​ ​again​ ​with​ ​Her​ ​raiment​ ​within​ ​Her​ ​Chamber,​ ​for​
​behold,​ ​the​ ​dwellers​ ​of​ ​Heaven​ ​crave​​to​​inhale​​the​​fragrance​​of​​Her​​hair,​
​bound​ ​beneath​ ​Her​ ​veil—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Merciful​ ​unto​ ​His​
​faithfully​ ​devoted​ ​servants,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​21​ ​“Return,​​then,​​unto​
​the​​Holy​​Place​​within​​thy​​Palace.​ ​Lo,​ ​thy​​recompense​​with​​Me​​is​​within​​this​
​Book—​​written​ ​by​ ​My​ ​Hand​ ​within​ ​a​ ​Letter​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​
​Fire.”​ ​22​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​a​ ​veil​ ​be​ ​set​ ​between​ ​Thee​ ​and​ ​the​
​heedless​ ​at​ ​the​ ​recitation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Furqán,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—​​enshrined​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Water.​ ​23​ ​Lo​​verily,​ ​We​​graced​​some​​of​​the​
​Prophets​ ​over​ ​others​ ​through​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​from​ ​the​
​Remembrance—yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​revealed​ ​Psalms​ ​unto​​the​​Prophet​​David.​
​24​​There​​is​​no​​town​​save​​that​​We​​shall​​destroy​​it,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God—yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​the​​worlds,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth.​ ​25​ ​God​ ​hath​​not​​made​​what​​thou​​didst​​envision​​save​​as​​a​​trial​
​for​​the​​people,​ ​for​​the​​Cursed​​Tree​​hath​​been​​esteemed​​above​​the​​Mystery​
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​of​​the​​Qur’án,​​but​​God​​yearneth​​naught​​for​​the​​heedless​​save​​the​​Fire—​​a​
​monstrous​ ​transgression​ ​indeed.​ ​26​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​When​ ​Satan​
​denounced​ ​the​​Remembrance,​​he​​was​ ​forsaken​ ​by​​the​​One​​True​​God.​​27​
​Yea,​​verily,​ ​the​​Cursed​​One​​seeketh​​to​​share​​in​​your​​lives​​and​​your​​wealth;​
​wherefore,​ ​be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​and​​rely​​solely​​upon​​God—for​​the​​Path​
​appointed​ ​to​ ​those​ ​who​ ​place​ ​their​ ​trust​ ​upon​ ​him​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​been​
​barred,​ ​by​ ​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth.​​28​​Raise​​not​​thy​​voice​​above​​the​
​Remembrance,​ ​but​ ​withhold​ ​not​​from​​the​​Magnification​​of​​God​​during​
​battle,​ ​and​ ​summon​ ​the​ ​people​ ​to​ ​stand​ ​in​​parallel​ ​lines​​along​​the​​Great​
​Circle​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Obligatory​ ​Prayer—ordained​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​the​
​Book.​​29​​We​​have,​​in​​very​​truth,​​sent​​Thee​​nigh​​unto​​the​​Fire,​​and​​in​​very​
​truth​​hath​​God​​revealed​​the​​Furqán​​unto​​Thee​​around​​the​​Water—for​​lo,​
​Thou​ ​hast​ ​been​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​ ​with​ ​these​ ​Twain​
​Names.​ ​30​ ​And​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​whom​ ​knowledge​ ​was​
​vouchsafed—whensoever​ ​they​ ​recite​ ​the​ ​Book—they​ ​bow​ ​down​ ​in​
​prostration​​unto​​God,​​saying,​ ​“Glorified​​be​​He,​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​
​other​​God​​except​​Him!​​Verily,​ ​the​​Right​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​in​​very​​truth,​
​is​ ​indeed​ ​the​ ​Truth—for​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​inscribed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire.”​ ​31​ ​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​

​GOD​​—He​ ​Who​​hath​​revealed​​the​​Book​​unto​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​from​
​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire,​ ​that​​the​​Judgment​​of​​God​​upon​​all​ ​the​​worlds​​after​
​the​​Remembrance​​might​​be​​stern.​​32​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Address​​those​
​from​​whose​​mouths​​the​​word​​of​​faithlessness​​hath​​proceeded—a​​deceitful​
​word,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth—​​“Speak​ ​of​ ​naught​ ​that​
​might​ ​link​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​with​ ​creation—verily,​ ​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sanctified​ ​above​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​ ​entire!​​”​ ​33​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​
​hath​ ​appointed​ ​all​ ​that​ ​appeareth​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​as​ ​but​ ​a​ ​token​ ​for​​the​
​people​ ​of​ ​discernment,​ ​that​ ​We​ ​may​ ​bestow​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​their​ ​reward​
​through​ ​the​ ​Gate—​​worthy​ ​of​ ​all​ ​praise.​ ​34​​Recite​​unto​​them​​whatsoever​
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​God​ ​hath​ ​inspired​ ​Us​ ​with​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​​Book—for​​God​
​hath​ ​decreed​ ​no​ ​alteration​ ​for​ ​Our​ ​Word,​ ​not​ ​even​ ​a​ ​single​ ​line​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance.​ ​35​ ​By​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​
​except​ ​Him​​—God​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​ordained​ ​for​ ​you,​ ​on​ ​this​ ​Day​ ​of​​yours,​ ​any​
​refuge​ ​apart​ ​from​ ​this​ ​Youth,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​36​ ​O​
​Concourse​ ​of​ ​Lights!​ ​Endure,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​with​ ​those​ ​who​ ​call​
​upon​ ​Us​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​precincts​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Merciful,​ ​Watchful​ ​of​​His​​devoted​​servants.​ ​37​​Say:​​Obey​​not​​those​
​whose​ ​hearts​ ​We​ ​have​ ​veiled​​from​​the​​bidding​​of​​the​​Gate,​ ​nor​​follow​​ye​
​their​ ​vain​ ​desires—for​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​have​ ​been​ ​recorded​ ​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book​​as​​companions​​of​​excess.​​38​​Say:​​The​​Truth​​hath​​come​​from​​God,​​as​
​beseemeth​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Truth—whomsoever​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed,​ ​He​
​inclineth​​thereto,​​and​​whosoever​​turneth​​their​​backs​​on​​the​​Truth​​and​​the​
​Book,​​verily​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​39​​O​
​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​ ​Forewarn​ ​those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​negligent​ ​concerning​ ​the​
​Water​ ​of​ ​Infernal​ ​Hellfire,​ ​which​ ​is​ ​the​ ​netherworld—wretched​ ​is​ ​the​
​draught​​of​​those​​who​​turn​​away,​​and​​wretched​​is​ ​the​​Fire,​​their​​appointed​
​seat​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Ark!​ ​40​ ​Verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​find​ ​themselves​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Book​​of​
​God,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Station​ ​betwixt​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Borders—the​ ​Angels​ ​have​
​indeed​ ​named​ ​them,​​by​​Our​​leave,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​females.​
​41​ ​Lo,​ ​We​ ​speak​ ​against​ ​them,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​even​ ​as​​the​​Most​​Gracious​
​hath​​borne​​witness​​on​​their​​account,​​as​​beseemeth​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​
​“That​​is​​of​​your​​conniving—verily,​​your​​conniving​​is​​indeed​​relentless​​within​
​every​ ​Tablet.”​ ​42​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​​God,​​and​​say​​naught​​concerning​​Our​
​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​save​ ​the​ ​Truth—sufficient​ ​is​ ​the​ ​righteousness​ ​of​ ​His​
​devotion​​and​​servitude​​unto​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​for​​God​​and​​Ourselves,​​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​as​ ​Witness.​ ​43​​Lo,​​verily,​ ​when​​God​​fashioned​
​Adam​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Wife​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Orb​ ​of​ ​Paradise,​ ​We​ ​said​ ​unto​ ​them,​
​“Approach​​not​​this​ ​Word,​​but​​hearken​​unto​​the​​melodies​​of​​the​​Birds​​singing​
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​upon​​the​​Leaves​​of​​the​​Garden,​​in​​harmony​​with​​the​​musk-scented​​Water,​​by​
​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​‘Lo,​​verily,​​I​​am​​God’—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sublime,​ ​Ever-Abiding.”​ ​44​
​Behold!​​That​​is​​a​​Word​​wherein​​its​​drinker​​shall​​never​​hunger,​​nor​​its​​taker​
​be​​found​​naked—for​​its​ ​inhabitants​​hear​​naught​​save​​the​​glorification​​and​
​exaltation​​of​​the​​Word​​of​​God,​​Our​​Lord—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​
​other God save Him​​—for God hath ever been​​Sublime,​​All-Wise.​
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​30. Súrah of the Report, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“O​ ​Joseph,​ ​turn​ ​aside​ ​from​​this.​ ​And​​thou—implore​​forgiveness​ ​for​​thy​​sin,​
​for​ ​verily​ ​thou​ ​hast​ ​been​ ​amongst​ ​the​​wrongdoers!”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-’Ain.​​3​
​Mention​ ​the​ ​Sign​ ​of​ ​Thy​ ​Lord,​ ​from​ ​One​ ​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​Whose​ ​mercy​
​hath​​safeguarded​​all​ ​things​​—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​
​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​4​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​revealed​​the​​Cause​​amidst​​you,​​that​​ye​
​may​​become​​acquainted​​with​​your​​Creator—the​​One​​Who​​fashioned​​you​
​and​​those​​before​​you—and​​never​​shall​​ye​​find​​any​​alteration​​in​​the​​Faith​​of​
​the​​One​​True​​God,​​in​​very​​truth.​​5​​Yea,​​verily,​​this​​is​​Our​​Book​​which​​We​
​have​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​that​ ​He​ ​might​
​judge​​therewith,​​and​​that​​ye​​may​​sow​​for​​your​​very​​own​​souls​​toward​​the​
​Day​​wherein​​ye​​shall​​possess​​naught​​for​​your​​own​​selves​​save​​that​​which​​ye​
​have​ ​reaped​ ​along​ ​the​ ​pathways​​of​​the​​Gate—for​​on​​that​​Day​​ye​​shall​ ​be​
​utterly​ ​dependent​ ​upon​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted.​ ​6​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​
​Self-Sufficient,​ ​while​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​the​ ​poor—​​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​
​Him​​—for​​God​​is,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​ ​worthy​​of​​true​​devotion.​ ​7​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​
​hath​ ​transcribed​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​for​​those​​who​​fear​​their​​Creator,​ ​within​
​their​ ​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​outwardly,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​along​ ​the​
​pathways​​of​​the​​Gate—​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​ ​8​​These​​are​​the​​learned​
​in​​the​​estimation​​of​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​
​Him​​,​ ​the​​One​​Faithful​​to​​His​​Promise​​—for​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​of​
​all​ ​things.​ ​9​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​One​ ​Who​ ​prevaileth​ ​over​ ​His​ ​Cause,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—for​​His​​Power​​hath​​ever​​been​​binding​​upon​​all​
​the​ ​worlds.​ ​10​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​compelled​ ​the​ ​Servant​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​Our​
​Remembrance,​ ​to​​prevail​ ​over​​the​​Cause—yet​​the​​people​​comprehend​​not​
​the​ ​Knowledge​​of​​God​​save​​some​ ​small​​portion​ ​of​​a​​single​​Letter​​thereof,​
​bereft​ ​of​ ​any​ ​Mystery.​ ​11​ ​Lo!​ ​Those​ ​who​ ​wax​ ​proud​ ​and​ ​refuse​ ​to​
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​prostrate​​unto​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​these​​are​​the​​inmates​​of​​the​​Fire​​by​​the​
​Judgment​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Aware​​of​​all​
​things.​ ​12​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​united​​your​​hearts​​through​​the​​Statute​​of​
​His​​Gate,​ ​that​​haply​​ye​​may​​render​​assistance​​unto​​the​​Cause​​of​​God,​​with​
​your​ ​wealth​ ​and​ ​your​ ​very​ ​own​ ​selves—and​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​any​
​distortion​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Faith​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​hath​ ​been​
​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​13​ ​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​ ​By​ ​God!​ ​The​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Cause​ ​hath​​indeed​​come​
​unto​​you​​from​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.​​14​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Should​
​ye​​falter​​concerning​​the​​Cause​​of​​Our​​Word​​after​​this​​Book,​​there​​shall​​be​
​but​ ​a​ ​small​ ​portion​ ​thereof​ ​that​ ​the​​Book​​itself​ ​shall​ ​reckon​​as​ ​exponents​
​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​15​ ​By​ ​God!​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​indeed​ ​cause​​you​​to​​halt​
​upon​​the​​Path​​for​ ​two​​thousand​ ​thousand​​years,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​as​​a​
​recompense​ ​for​ ​your​ ​evil​ ​deeds—​​a​ ​just​ ​requital​ ​thereof—for​ ​never​ ​shall​
​We​ ​wrong​ ​any​ ​soul​ ​throughout​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds,​ ​not​​even​​by​​so​​much​​as​ ​a​
​single​ ​thread​ ​of​ ​a​ ​date-stone.​ ​16​ ​Even​ ​those​ ​before​​you​​encroached​​upon​
​that​ ​which​ ​was​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth—whereupon​ ​We​ ​exacted​ ​Our​ ​Right​
​sternly​ ​upon​ ​them,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​​17​​What​​aileth​​you,​​O​
​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God?​​How​​can​​you​​have​​an​​abundance​​of​​faith​​in​​that​
​which​​is​ ​false​​over​​the​​truth?​​18​​And​​ye​​have​​not​​even​ ​a​​morsel​​of​​faith​​in​
​Our​ ​Signs,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​19​ ​I​ ​swear​ ​by​ ​God!​ ​Naught​ ​have​ ​We​
​intended​ ​for​ ​you​ ​save​ ​that​ ​which​​God​​hath​​revealed​​unto​​Us​​within​​His​
​Book—erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​shew​ ​you​ ​Our​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Signs​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Path,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​20​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​rendered​ ​the​ ​most​
​praiseworthy​ ​Judgment​​for​​those​​who​​have​​faith​​in​​His​​Remembrance​​and​
​render​​assistance​​unto​​His​​Word,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​around​​the​
​Gate.​ ​21​​Verily,​​We​​shall​​not​​render​​any​​judgment​​on​​the​​Day​​of​​Judgment​
​to​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​no​​faith​​therein—but​​erelong​​shall​ ​We​​judge​​between​
​you,​​in​​very​​truth,​​concerning​​that​​wherein​​ye​​disputed​​abundantly,​​bereft​
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​of​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​22​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​naught​ ​like​ ​unto​
​Him​​—He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​All-Wise,​ ​the​ ​All-Knowing—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​
​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​the​​worlds.​
​23​ ​He​ ​chooseth​ ​Whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth​ ​from​ ​amongst​ ​His​ ​devoted​
​servants—such​ ​as​ ​respond​ ​faithfully​ ​unto​​God.​​24​​Reject​​ye​​not​​some​​of​
​the​ ​Book​ ​and​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​another—whosoever​ ​rejecteth​ ​faith​​after​​this​
​Gate,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​indeed​ ​rendered​ ​judgment​ ​against​ ​them​ ​with​ ​the​ ​most​
​severe​​penalty,​ ​by​​the​ ​irrevocable​ ​Decree​​of​​the​​Book!​​25​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​
​God,​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God,​​concerning​​the​​Justice​​of​​your​​Lord,​​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​when​ ​the​ ​Balance​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​set​ ​before​ ​Us,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth—​​in​​perfect​ ​equity.​ ​26​​Whosoever​​hath​​faith​​in​
​God,​ ​His​ ​Books,​ ​His​ ​Messengers,​ ​and​​His​​Signs—making​​no​​distinction​
​between​​any​​one​​of​​His​​Signs—shall​​indeed​​be​​secure​​from​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Terror,​ ​and​ ​shall​ ​enter​​the​​Garden,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​with​
​naught​ ​to​ ​reckon​ ​with—be​ ​ye​ ​patient,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​for​
​verily​ ​God​ ​is​ ​ever​ ​with​​you,​​as​ ​a​​Watcher.​ ​27​​God​​hath​​made​ ​Our​​Cause​
​but​​a​​single​​Cause,​​like​​the​​twinkling​​of​​an​​eye​​—for​​verily,​​He​​is​​nearer​​than​
​the​ ​glance​ ​of​ ​sight.​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​Our​ ​Cause​ ​naught​ ​else​ ​but​ ​as​ ​the​
​command​​of​​the​​Káf​​in​​the​​Word​​of​​the​​Beginning—for​​lo,​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​28​​What​​aileth​​you?​​Do​​ye​​not​​ponder​​the​
​origination​ ​of​ ​your​ ​very​ ​own​ ​selves,​ ​and​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​horizons—​​wonders​
​upon​ ​wonders—with​ ​even​ ​a​ ​simple​ ​glimpse​ ​into​ ​reality?​ ​Yet​ ​it​ ​is​ ​but​ ​a​
​morsel​ ​which​​ye​​possess​​for​​your​​own​​selves,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​29​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​caused​ ​a​ ​Sign​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​​to​​be​ ​enshrined​
​within​​all​ ​things,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​around​​the​​Gate.​ ​30​​That​
​the​​people​​may​​know​​that​​God​​is​​indeed​​the​​True​​One—​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​31​ ​O​
​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Convey​​ye​​the​​Cause​​of​​God​​unto​​whomsoever​
​is​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​threshold​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate​ ​amidst​ ​you,​ ​unto​ ​whomsoever​
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​holdeth​ ​fast​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​32​ ​O​ ​devoted​
​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​ ​Commemorate​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​Creator,​ ​as​
​beseemeth​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​from​​around​​the​​threshold​​of​​the​​Gate,​
​and​​follow​​not​​your​​vain​​desires​​after​​the​​Truth​​hath​​come​​unto​​you​​from​
​your​ ​Lord​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​as​ ​beseemeth​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word—for​
​verily,​ ​on​ ​the​​Day​​of​​Decision​​ye​​shall​ ​be​ ​held​​to​​account​ ​around​​the​​Fire.​
​33​ ​And​ ​glorify​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord,​ ​as​ ​He​ ​is​ ​meet​ ​and​​worthy,​​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​along​ ​the​ ​Pathway​ ​of​​the​​Báb,​​at​​eventide​​and​​morn,​
​through​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Gate—​​in​ ​praiseworthy​
​exaltation.​ ​34​​O​​People​​of​​the​​East​​and​​the​​West!​​Fear​​ye​​God​​for​​the​​Day​
​when​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​shall​ ​summon​ ​you,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​
​unto​​battle​​round​​about​​the​​Sanctuary,​​through​​the​​Most​​Great​​Word,​​as​
​beseemeth​​the​​Most​​Pure​​Truth,​​proclaiming​​loudly​​the​​Magnification​​of​
​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​of​​that​​which​
​ye​ ​do.​​35​​O​​ye​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Be​​devoted​​unto​​God,​​for​​He​​sheweth​​you​
​the​ ​Truth​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Signs,​ ​and​ ​await​​ye​​the​​True​​Cause​​of​​God,​​each​​morn​
​and​​eve,​ ​through​​the​​Most​​Pure​​Truth—for​​lo,​​verily,​​We​​are​​ever​​with​​you​
​at​​the​​Gate,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​a​​Watcher​ ​over​​the​​Gate.​ ​36​​O​
​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​If​​ye​​are​​sincere​​in​​your​​claim​​to​​Islám,​​bring​​ye​​forth​​a​
​narration​ ​like​ ​unto​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​utmost​ ​sincerity.​ ​By​​the​​Lord​​of​
​heaven​ ​and​ ​earth!​ ​Never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​able—even​ ​were​ ​ye,​ ​as​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​ever​
​been,​ ​exponents​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cause.​ ​37​ ​Glorified​ ​be​ ​God—​​He​ ​Beside​ ​Whom​
​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​​except​​Him​​—none​​hath​​power​​save​​God​​to​​reveal​
​the​​Book,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—​​supremely​​exalted​​is​​God​​above​
​that​​which​​the​​wrongdoers​​assert,​ ​immeasurably​​Exalted.​​38​​O​​People!​​Be​
​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​through​​that​​Most​​Great​​Word—for​​verily,​​unto​​Him​
​belongeth​​the​ ​mighty​ ​convulsion​​of​​the​​earth!​​39​​“O​​Joseph!​​O​​Most​​Great​
​Gate!​ ​Turn​ ​aside​ ​from​ ​this​ ​tree​​that​​hath​​been​​cast​​forth​​through​​the​​Gate​
​upon​ ​earth,​ ​bereft​ ​of​​the​​truth,​​and​​say​​unto​​it:​ ​‘Implore​​forgiveness​ ​for​​thy​
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​sin—for​​verily,​ ​I​ ​beheld​​thee,​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​recorded​​amongst​​the​
​people​​of​​disobedience,​ ​nigh​​unto​​the​​Fire.’”​​40​​Whosoever​​obeyeth​​God​​and​
​His​ ​Word​ ​hath,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​attained​ ​unto​ ​a​ ​most​ ​bounteous​ ​Grace.​ ​41​
​And​ ​whosoever​ ​disobeyeth​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Gate​ ​hath​ ​surely​ ​strayed​ ​far,​
​terribly,​ ​far​ ​away.​ ​42​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne!​ ​Hearken​ ​unto​ ​My​ ​Call​
​from​ ​this​ ​purified​ ​Bird,​​soaring​​within​​the​​firmament​​of​​the​​clouds—for​
​lo,​ ​verily,​ ​He​​is​ ​endowed​​with​​a​​Knowledge​​befitting​​the​​Knowledge​​of​​the​
​Book.​
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​31. Súrah of Might, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​certain​​women​​within​​the​​city​​said,​​“The​​wife​​of​​‘Azíz​​seeketh​​to​​entice​
​her​ ​young​ ​attendant​ ​away​ ​from​ ​himself—he​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​enraptured​
​her—verily,​ ​we​ ​behold​ ​her​ ​clearly​ ​in​ ​error.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-Ḥá-Ṣád.​ ​3​
​Mention​ ​the​ ​mercy​ ​of​ ​Thy​ ​Lord​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Praiseworthy​
​Word—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.​​4​​Verily,​​God​​hath​
​placed​ ​naught​ ​between​ ​Us​ ​and​ ​Our​​devoted​​Servant,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​truth,​​even​​as​​much​​as​​a​​thin​​veil.​​5​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​brought​​Him​​nigh​​unto​
​Us,​​and​​We​​raised​​Him​ ​supremely​ ​above​​those​​who​​sought​​after​​Me.​​6​​We​
​did​ ​indeed​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​on​​the​​Day​​of​​the​​Beginning,​​by​​that​
​which​​God​​Himself​​bore​​witness​​unto​​Him​​in​​Our​​regard—that​​verily​​He​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​the​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​of​ ​God,​​in​​very​​truth,​​nigh​​unto​​the​
​Fire,​ ​enthralled​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​ ​7​​I​ ​bear​​witness​​by​​God—even​
​as​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​borne​ ​witness​ ​unto​​His​​own​​Self—that​​verily​​He​​was​​indeed​
​amongst​​Our​​adherents​​on​​the​​Day​​when​​there​​was​​naught​​in​​all​​existence​
​within​​the​​Presence​​of​​God,​​the​​Lord​​of​​all​​the​​Worlds,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​other​ ​than​ ​Us.​ ​8​ ​I​ ​bear​​witness​​by​​God​​that​​there​​was​​never​​a​
​time—not​​even​​for​​a​​day​​nor​​an​​age—in​​which​​He​​was​​not​​mentioned​​by​
​God​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​9​ ​Know​ ​ye,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God,​
​that​​God​​hath​​indeed​​appointed​​His​​Cause,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​
​mighty​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​10​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​His​
​Prophetic​ ​Narration​ ​within​ ​the​ ​concealed​ ​parallel​ ​surrounding​ ​the​
​Mystery,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​most​​wondrously.​​11​​Erelong​​shall​​the​​Lord​
​your​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​inform​​you​​of​​His​​ordinances​​within​​this​
​Book,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​marvelous​ ​and​ ​amazing​ ​around​​the​
​threshold​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​12​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​appointed​ ​Him,​ ​from​ ​His​
​childhood,​ ​knowledgeable​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​
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​Knowledge​​of​​the​​Book.​​13​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​appointed​​Him,​​in​​His​​prime,​
​over​​all​ ​the​​worlds,​​in​​very​​truth—​​mighty​​and​​forbearing,​​as​​beseemeth​​the​
​Mighty​​Truth.​​14​​O​​People!​​Doubt​​not​​the​​Light​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​High,​
​in​ ​even​ ​an​ ​iota​ ​of​ ​Wisdom—for​ ​lo,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been,​​according​​to​​the​
​Decree​​of​​the​​Book,​ ​envisaged​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book!​​15​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​
​appointed​​Him​​a​​Vesture​​from​​the​​Garments​​of​​the​​Beginning,​ ​luminous​
​over​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​16​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​appointed​​Him​​at​​the​​Point​​of​​the​
​Seal,​ ​speaking​ ​forth​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Station​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Beginning—​​alone​ ​and​
​unassisted,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​zealously.​ ​17​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​
​appointed​ ​Him​ ​over​​the​​faithful​​servants​​amongst​​the​​People​​of​​the​​Báb,​
​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​Most​ ​Merciful.​ ​18​ ​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​clothed​ ​Him​ ​with​ ​the​
​Robe​​of​​Majesty,​ ​for​​the​​sake​​of​​the​​Truth,​​that​​He​​might​​bear​​witness​​of​
​God​​unto​​the​​people,​ ​in​​the​​Robe​​of​​Grandeur,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​verily,​
​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​very​​truth,​​Self-Sufficient​
​above​​all​​the​​worlds.​​19​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​
​and​ ​be​ ​the​ ​best​ ​of​ ​those​ ​who​ ​render​ ​assistance​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​within​ ​the​
​precincts​ ​of​ ​the​​Gate,​ ​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​ ​20​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​
​appointed​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​foremost​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​even​ ​before​
​the​​condition​​of​​their​​very​​own​​selves—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​
​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​21​ ​Lo,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ordained​​for​​Thee,​​as​​a​​recompense​
​for​ ​being​ ​patient​ ​with​ ​Us,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​a​ ​Kingship​ ​such​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​none​ ​save​ ​Thee—for​ ​Thou​ ​hast​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​through​ ​Us,​
​Knowledgeable,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​22​ ​O​ ​Most​ ​Great​​Word!​​Fear​​not,​
​nor​ ​grieve,​ ​for​ ​We​ ​have​ ​granted​ ​assurance​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​who​ ​responded​
​faithfully​ ​unto​ ​Thee,​ ​men​ ​and​ ​women​ ​alike,​ ​the​ ​forgiveness​ ​of​ ​sins—of​
​which​​the​​Best-Beloved​​is​​aware—even​​as​​Thou​​hast​​willed,​​as​​befitteth​​the​
​truth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Knowledgeable​​of​​all​​things.​​23​​By​​My​​Life!​
​Appear​​before​​Me​​and​​fear​​not,​​for​​Thou​​art​​the​​Most​​Sublime​​within​​the​
​Supreme​ ​Concourse—for​ ​verily,​ ​Thy​ ​Mystery​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​inscribed​
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​upon​ ​the​ ​Tablet​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Worlds,​ ​nigh​​until​ ​the​​Fire.​ ​24​​Erelong​​shall​ ​Thy​
​Lord​​bestow​​upon​​Thee​​the​​Judgment​​of​​All,​ ​inasmuch​​as​​His​​Judgment​
​hath​​ever​ ​encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​25​​O​​Solace​​of​​the​​Mine​​Eye!​​When​
​the​​people​​come​​unto​​Thee,​​in​​very​​truth,​​beseech​​God​​for​​forgiveness​​on​
​their​ ​behalf—by​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God!—they​ ​shall​ ​indeed​ ​find​ ​God​
​Oft-Returning,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​Most​​Merciful.​​26​​This​​is​​Our​​Book​
​which​​speaketh​​unto​​you,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​ye​​were,​ ​ere​​this,​ ​heedless​​of​
​Our​​Signs​​through​​this​​Gate,​​written​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​by​​the​​leave​
​of​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​High.​ ​27​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​​this​​Book​​unto​
​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​rally​ ​around​ ​Him,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​as​ ​witnesses​​forevermore.​​28​​Say:​ ​“I​​am​​not​​a​
​novelty​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​Gates,​ ​nor​ ​hath​ ​God​ ​appointed​ ​Me​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​of​ ​the​
​worlds​​save​​through​​His​​Word,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.”​​29​​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​​hath​​clarified​​His​​Verses​​within​​this​​Book,​​concerning​​the​​Mystery​​of​
​the​​Concealed​​Mysteries—for​​God​​hath​​granted​​life​​unto​​none​​within​​the​
​Book​ ​ere​ ​He​ ​was​ ​mentioned,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​30​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​​have​​revealed​​the​​Verses​​unto​​all​​the​​worlds,​​that​​the​​people,​​nigh​​unto​
​the​​Gate,​ ​might​​be​ ​mentioned​ ​by​​the​​Gate.​​31​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​revealed​
​the​​Remembrance​​unto​​you,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—for​​verily,​​this​
​Cause​​of​​His​​hath​​indeed​​been​ ​preserved​ ​within​​the​​Mystery​​of​​the​​Book.​
​32​ ​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​preserved​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​from​ ​the​ ​evil​ ​of​ ​the​
​hypocrites,​ ​inasmuch​​as,​ ​at​​the​​Gate,​​they​​were​​mentioned​​for​​their​​faith​​in​
​the​ ​Gate.​ ​33​ ​And​ ​had​ ​it​ ​not​ ​been​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Word​
​upon​ ​you,​ ​not​ ​one​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​would​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​purified,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​throughout​​the​​eternity​​of​​eternities—​​sealed​​by​
​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Book,​​according​​to​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Book.​​34​​But​​God​
​purifieth​ ​whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth​ ​amongst​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​servants—those​
​who,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​​the​​Gate.​ ​35​​Lo,​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​for​ ​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​what​​He​​hath​​willed,​​in​
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​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth—for​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​36​ ​O​ ​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​What​ ​aileth​
​you,​​that​​ye​​seek​​not—​​steadfastly​​—God​​through​​this​​formidable​​Gate,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth?​ ​37​ ​By​ ​Thy​ ​life!​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​appointed​​Thee,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​ ​a​​Witness​ ​of​​all​​the​​worlds.​​38​
​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​bestowed​ ​upon​ ​Thee​ ​an​ ​Ocean​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Water​ ​of​
​Kawthar!​ ​39​ ​Indeed,​​upon​​the​​Oceans​​of​​Origination,​​through​​the​​Point​
​of​​Generation,​​it​ ​burneth​​ablaze.​ ​40​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Close​​not​​Thy​
​hand​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​Thine​ ​own​ ​Self,​ ​nor​ ​spread​ ​it​ ​forth​ ​entirely​
​concerning​ ​Thy​ ​Cause,​ ​lest​ ​the​ ​people​ ​gather​ ​round​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​
​Gate,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​overwhelmed​ ​by​​the​​Mystery​​and​ ​bewildered​ ​thereby.​
​41​​Verily,​ ​God​​hath​​not​​ordained​​the​​Pathway​​for​​any​​soul​​unto​​the​​Gate​
​save​ ​after​ ​the​ ​dawning​ ​of​ ​its​ ​Day,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​occurrence​ ​of​​its​ ​delivery​
​from​ ​all​ ​the​ ​veils​ ​of​ ​glory​ ​and​ ​subtle​ ​allusions​ ​gathered​ ​thereby.​ ​42​ ​The​
​women​ ​of​ ​Medina,​​amongst​​the​​people​​of​​the​​veils​ ​of​​glory,​​said,​ ​“Verily,​
​the​ ​Spirit—which​ ​is​ ​indeed​ ​the​​Token​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious​​by​​His​​Mighty​
​Command—seeketh​ ​to​ ​entice,​ ​for​ ​itself,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​its​ ​Lord,​ ​through​
​Himself—for​​He​​hath​​indeed​​enraptured​​it!​​Behold,​​we​​see​​it​​in​​error​​of​​that​
​which is​​beloved​​within the Mother Book.”​
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​32. Súrah of Life, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​When​​she​​heard​​of​​their​​cunning,​​she​​sent​​for​​them​​and​​prepared​​a​​banquet​
​for​ ​them,​ ​giving​ ​to​ ​each​ ​a​ ​knife,​ ​and​​saying,​​“Go​​forth​​before​​them!”​​And​
​when​ ​they​ ​beheld​ ​him,​ ​they​ ​were​ ​struck​ ​with​ ​amazement,​ ​and​ ​cut​ ​their​
​hands,​ ​exclaiming,​​“Far​​be​​it​ ​from​​God!​​This​​is​​no​​mortal—this​​is​​none​​but​
​a​ ​noble​ ​Angel!”​ ​Káf-Há-Yá-‘Ayn-Ṣád.​ ​3​ ​A​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​the​​Power​​of​
​God​​within​​the​​Most​​Great​​Word,​​“This​​is​​the​​Youth​​of​​Whom​​the​​faithful,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​truth,​​have​​said,​​‘The​​Most​​Sublime!’​​”​ ​4​​Say:​​He​​is​
​the​ ​One​​True​​God—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—​​neither​​slumber​
​nor​​sleep​​overtake​​Him.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​He​​Who​​hath​​fashioned​​the​​devoted​​servants​
​through​ ​His​​power,​ ​a​​Grace,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​concerning​​the​​Cause​
​of​ ​the​ ​Báb—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​5​​Yea,​​verily,​
​with​ ​Our​ ​very​ ​own​ ​Hands​ ​have​ ​We​ ​planted​ ​trees​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​of​
​Eternity,​ ​by​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance—this​ ​Youth​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Holy​
​Land—around​​the​​sixfold​​Temple,​ ​raised​​threefold​​unto​​the​​heaven​​of​​the​
​Celestial​ ​Throne,​ ​perfumed​ ​and​ ​wafting​ ​with​​the​​most​​sweet​​fragrance.​​6​
​By​ ​God!​ ​From​ ​the​ ​very​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Beginning,​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​
​discovered​​every​​kind​​of​​fruit​​amongst​​its​​fruit,​​such​​as​​no​​eye​​hath​​beheld​
​save​ ​His​ ​Eye,​​nor​​any​​ear​​heard​​save​​His​​Ear,​ ​and​​no​​heart​​conceived​​save​
​His​ ​heart—for​ ​verily​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​7​ ​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​crafted​ ​with​
​Our​ ​very​ ​own​ ​Hands​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance—this​ ​Arabian​
​Youth​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​of​ ​Paradise—​​a​ ​Crimson​ ​Palace,​ ​hewn​ ​from​ ​a​
​fragment​​of​​ruby,​ ​uplifted​ ​unto​​the​​heaven​​of​​the​​Celestial​ ​Throne,​​like​​a​
​finely​​polished​​mirror​​reflecting​​the​​whole​​within​​its​ ​part—and​​that​​is​​the​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Triumph,​ ​written​ ​at​ ​the​ ​very​ ​Beginning​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​​of​
​God.​ ​8​ ​Erelong​ ​shalt​ ​Thou​ ​discover​ ​that​ ​Palace​ ​with​ ​Thy​ ​Lord,​ ​in​ ​the​
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​Land​​of​​Pure-White​​Saffron,​​at​​the​​dawning​​of​​Holiness,​​vast​​and​​spacious.​
​9​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Summon​​the​​people​​unto​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Faith​
​of​ ​God,​ ​even​ ​as​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​for​​Thee​​in​​Truth—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​
​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​10​ ​And​​remind​​them​​of​​the​​Days​​of​​God,​
​which​ ​through​ ​this​ ​Gate​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​commemorated​ ​with​ ​a​ ​most​ ​mighty​
​Remembrance​ ​indeed.​ ​11​ ​And​ ​warn​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Punishment​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​a​
​most​​dreadful​​chastisement​​within​​the​​very​​midst​​of​​the​​Fire.​​12​​Then​​shalt​
​Thou​ ​discover,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​Thy​ ​recompense​ ​with​
​Us—such​ ​as​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​never​ ​ordained​ ​the​ ​like​ ​thereof,​ ​nor​ ​is​ ​there,​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​any​ ​resemblance​ ​thereto.​​13​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​lifted​
​the​ ​veils​ ​of​ ​vainglory​​from​​the​​eyes​​of​​Our​​devoted​​Servant,​ ​Who​​during​
​these​ ​days​ ​hath​ ​stood,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth,​ ​even​ ​as​ ​God​
​hath​ ​willed​​for​​Him—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Most​​Forbearing​ ​over​
​all​ ​the​​worlds.​​14​​For​​indeed,​​He​​beheld​​all​​that​​We​​shewed​​Him​​within​​its​
​rightful​ ​place,​ ​without​ ​condition​ ​or​ ​limited​ ​allusion,​ ​beyond​
​restriction—for​ ​lo,​ ​the​ ​whole​ ​of​ ​creation​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​before​ ​Him,​ ​a​
​Supreme​ ​Testimony,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​15​ ​God​ ​doth​ ​counsel​
​you​​concerning​​Himself,​ ​lest​​ye​​set​​up​​a​​likeness​​unto​​Him​​over​​the​​Gates.​
​16​​He​​is​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—there​
​is​ ​naught​ ​like​​unto​​Him—for​​God​​hath​​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​
​17​ ​Beseech,​ ​then,​​forgiveness​​from​​God​​in​​the​​watches​​of​​the​​dawn—for​
​erelong​​shall​ ​ye​​find​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​in​​very​​truth,​
​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​and​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​Most​ ​Merciful.​ ​18​​We​​have​​indeed​​made​
​the​​Night​ ​a​​Vesture​ ​for​​you​​at​​the​​Gate.​ ​19​​And​​the​​Day​​a​​Station​​for​​the​
​Remembrance,​ ​before​ ​the​ ​Remembrance.​ ​20​ ​Wherefore,​ ​commemorate​
​God​ ​through​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​with​ ​a​ ​most​ ​momentous​ ​commemoration​
​indeed—for​ ​lo,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​ ​your​ ​Lord,​ ​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​held​ ​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​21​ ​And​ ​glorify​ ​Him​
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​through​ ​that​ ​Gate,​ ​morning​ ​and​ ​evening!​ ​22​ ​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​your​
​deeds​ ​with​ ​God,​ ​upon​ ​a​ ​Tablet,​ ​written​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Hands​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​23​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​revealed​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word,​ ​and​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​
​Him,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​the​ ​Central​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Scale​ ​of​ ​Justice,​ ​that​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​may​​be​​a​​Sovereign​​over​​you​​from​​Us,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​
​through​ ​these​ ​firmly​ ​established​ ​Verses—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​​fulfilled​​His​
​irrevocable​ ​Decree,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​around​ ​the​ ​Water.​ ​24​​And​​lo!​​This​​verily​​is​ ​the​​Truth​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book​ ​that​ ​is​ ​with​ ​Us,​ ​by​ ​the​​Most​​Wondrous​​Truth,​ ​sent​​forth​ ​upon​​the​
​Most​​Inviolable​​Word,​​from​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire​​upon​​the​​Mount​​of​​Ice.​
​25​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​delayed​ ​Our​ ​Word​ ​to​ ​Jacob​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​
​Joseph,​​out​​of​​grief,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth—for​​indeed,​​the​​Cause​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Mighty​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​26​​For​​He​​did​​indeed​​stand​​firm​​in​
​Our​ ​Cause,​ ​at​ ​the​ ​dawning​ ​of​ ​what​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ordained​ ​for​ ​this​ ​Arabian​
​Youth,​​Who​​is​ ​nearer​​than​​a​​twinkling​​of​​the​​eye—for​​verily,​​His​​Eye​​hath​
​ever​​been​​nigh​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​27​​O​​People​​of​​Earth​​and​​Heaven!​
​Ye​ ​and​ ​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​possess​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​​Wondrous​​Mystery​​are​​indeed​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​before​​the​​Remembrance,​​but​​as​​the​​least​​mote​​of​
​a​ ​thread​ ​of​ ​a​ ​date-stone.​ ​28​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​appointed​ ​you,​ ​before​ ​Our​
​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​save​ ​in​ ​the​ ​threefold​ ​form​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​fourfold​ ​figure,​
​within​​the​​Sea​​of​​thick​​blood​​which​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​extant,​ ​nigh​​unto​​the​
​Gate.​ ​29​ ​O​ ​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​​If​ ​ye​​know​​naught​​of​​His​​Decree,​ ​We​​shall​
​instruct​ ​you​ ​from​ ​His​ ​Statute,​ ​through​ ​His​ ​patience—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​
​Judgment​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​​ever​​been​​mighty​​indeed.​​30​​Be​​ye​
​mindful​​of​​God,​​and​​approach​​Him​​not​​with​​comparisons​​unto​​your​​very​
​own​​flesh​​and​​blood—for​​verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been,​​through​​the​​Decree​​of​
​All-Wise,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​the​​Supreme​​Testimony.​​31​​When​​the​​Sister​
​of​ ​Ḥusayn​ ​(​​​ع​)​ ​heard​ ​of​ ​the​ ​plight​ ​of​ ​the​ ​adherents​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Grandfather​
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​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​​of​​‘Ashúrá,​​that​​they​​were​ ​estranged​ ​from​​God—​​He​​beside​
​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—she​​sent​​unto​​their​​souls​​the​
​sign​ ​of​ ​love,​ ​and​​she​​prepared​​for​​them​​the​​means​​of​​war,​ ​and​​to​​each​​of​
​them​ ​she​ ​gave​ ​a​​sword,​ ​enfolded​ ​within​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God.​
​32​ ​Then​ ​He​ ​said,​ ​“O​​my​​Sister!​​Manifest​ ​but​​the​​merest​ ​tip​​of​​a​​needle​​of​
​thy​​majesty​​unto​​them,​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​
​other​​God​​except​​Him—for​​verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​Self-Sufficient​​above​​all​
​the​​worlds.”​ ​33​​When​​they​​beheld​​Him,​​they​​were​​struck​​with​​amazement​
​by​​Him,​​and​​rent​​themselves​​asunder​​before​​Him,​​yearning​​for​​God—​​He​
​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​
​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​34​​And​​they​​exclaimed,​ ​“Far​​be​​it​ ​from​​God!​
​This​ ​Ḥusayn,​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Mystery​​of​​God,​​is​ ​no​​mortal!​​”​ ​35​​Lo,​​this​
​verily​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Truth,​ ​“This​ ​is​ ​an​ ​Angel​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​noble​​over​​the​
​inhabitants​​of​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.”​​36​​O​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cloud!​ ​Say​​not​​of​​those​​who​​seek​​God​​and​​approach​​Him​
​through​ ​His​ ​Gate,​ ​“Lo,​ ​these​ ​are​ ​enamored​ ​with​ ​a​ ​handsome​ ​Arabian​
​Youth.​​”​ ​37​ ​“They​ ​are​ ​enraptured​ ​away​ ​from​ ​themselves​ ​by​ ​His​ ​very​
​Soul—verily​ ​we​​behold​​them​​clearly​​in​​error,​ ​bereft​​of​​the​​truth.”​ ​38​​Verily,​
​that​ ​is​ ​but​ ​a​ ​cunning​ ​deceit​ ​from​​the​​depths​​of​​your​​own​​souls—erelong​
​shall​ ​We​ ​lift​ ​the​ ​veil​ ​from​​you,​​after​​We​​have​​prepared​ ​a​​banquet​ ​beyond​
​the​​crimson​​pavilions.​ ​39​​And​​We​​have​​granted​​unto​​each​​of​​you​ ​a​​sword​
​with​​a​​verdant​​hue,​​that​​hath​​indeed​ ​illumined​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​40​​Erelong​
​shall​ ​God​ ​say​ ​unto​ ​Our​​Remembrance,​ ​“Go​​forth​​with​​the​​Beauty​​of​​Thy​
​Lord​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​creation,​ ​but​ ​with​ ​the​ ​merest​ ​tip​ ​of​​a​​needle,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​
​truth.”​ ​Thereupon​ ​shall​ ​they​ ​be​ ​struck​ ​with​ ​amazement,​ ​and​ ​they​ ​shall​
​rend​ ​themselves​ ​asunder,​ ​cleaving​ ​their​ ​hands​ ​with​ ​the​ ​two-edged​
​blade—for​​indeed​​they​​said,​​“Far​​be​​it​​from​​God!​​This​​is​​no​​mortal!​​”​​41​​Lo,​
​this​​verily​​is​ ​He​​Who​​moveth​​upon​​the​​earth​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God—for​​He​
​is​ ​the​ ​True​ ​One​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—for​​verily,​ ​He​
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​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​ ​a​​noble​​Angel!​​42​​And​​should​​ye​
​enter​​into​​the​​deep​​recesses​​of​​divine​​Oneness​​by​​the​​pathways​​of​​the​​Gate,​
​ye​ ​shall​ ​indeed​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​of​​your​​very​​souls​​cutting​​themselves​​for​​the​
​sake​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Most​
​Merciful​​with His faithful servants.​
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​33. Súrah of Support, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​She​​said,​​“This​​is​ ​he​​concerning​​whom​​ye​​blamed​​me—wherefore​​I​​sought​​to​
​seduce​​him​​away​​from​​himself,​​yet​​he​​stood​​fast.​​But​​if​​he​​react​​not​​as​​he​​hath​
​been​​commanded,​​he​​shall​​surely​​be​​imprisoned​​and​​shall​​indeed​​be​​amongst​
​the​ ​lowly.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Há-​​Ṣ​​ád.​ ​4​ ​This​​is​ ​the​​Book​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​of​
​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word,​ ​in​ ​very​​truth—upon​​all​
​the​​worlds​​entire.​​5​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​expounded​​His​​ordinances​​within​
​the​​Furqán​​aforetime,​​and​​within​​this​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth—and​​never​​shall​
​ye​ ​find,​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​Firm​ ​Truth,​ ​any​ ​divergence​ ​of​ ​any​ ​sort.​ ​6​ ​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​Himself​ ​hath​
​revealed​​the​​Book—and​​never​​shall​ ​creation​​produce​​the​​like​​thereof,​​even​
​were​​We​​to​​sustain​​them​​with​​the​​strength​​of​​the​​whole​​dominion​​over​​all​
​things,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​Glorified​ ​be​ ​God!​ ​Sublime​ ​and​
​Magnified​ ​is​ ​He​​above​​that​​which​​the​​vainglorious​​assign​​unto​​Him.​​7​​O​
​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God,​​and​​guard​​your​​souls​​and​​your​
​possessions​ ​against​​Satan.​​Place​​your​​trust​​wholly​​in​​God,​​your​​cherished​
​Lord—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.​​8​​And​​glorify​
​ye​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​Creator,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​watches​ ​of​ ​the​ ​night​ ​and​ ​at​ ​the​ ​break​ ​of​
​day—within​ ​your​ ​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​openly—along​ ​the​ ​pathways​ ​of​ ​the​
​Gate,​ ​through​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​
​Book,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Báb,​ ​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​9​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​
​revealed​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book​ ​aforetime,​ ​save​ ​that​ ​He​ ​hath​
​revealed​ ​it​ ​within​ ​this​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth,​ ​enshrined​ ​upon​​the​​Stature​​of​
​the​​Gate.​ ​10​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​Is​​it​​ye​​who​​know,​
​or​​God​​Who​​fashioned​​you​​and​​provided​​for​​you?​​Erelong​​shall​​He​​guide​
​you​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​Cause,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth,​ ​and​​that​ ​right​
​soon.​ ​11​​Why​​then​​do​​ye​​hasten​​to​​repudiate​​the​​True​​Cause​​of​​God,​​when​

​156​



​ye​​know​​naught​​of​​the​​Knowledge​​of​​the​​Book,​​save​​some​​limited​​portion​
​of​ ​the​ ​Letters​ ​thereof?​ ​12​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​Who​​is​ ​worthy​​of​
​devotion—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​God​
​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.​​13​​Ye​​and​​whatsoever​​ye​​serve​​apart​
​from​ ​God,​ ​estranged​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​are​ ​but​​fuel​​for​​the​​Infernal​​Fire​​of​
​Hell—for​ ​lo,​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Báb,​
​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​​Fire.​ ​14​​Have​​ye​​not​​considered​
​how​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​caused​ ​the​ ​sun,​ ​at​ ​the​ ​very​ ​threshold​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​to​
​prostrate​ ​unto​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​Except​
​Him​​—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​ ​15​​O​​People​​of​
​the​ ​Earth!​ ​I​ ​call​ ​you​ ​to​ ​witness—unto​ ​Myself,​ ​My​ ​forefathers,​ ​My​
​adherents,​ ​and​​this​​Most​​Great​​Word—that,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​We​​were​
​fashioned​​in​​need​​and​​sustained​​by​​His​​provision,​​and​​that​​naught​​can​​We​
​accomplish​​of​​Ourselves.​ ​16​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​Kingship​ ​hath​​ever​​belonged​​unto​
​God,​ ​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​
​unto​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​17​ ​God,​​His​​Messenger,​ ​His​​chosen​​ones,​ ​and​​I​ ​and​
​My​ ​adherents,​ ​are​ ​quit​ ​of​ ​whatsoever​ ​they​ ​associate​ ​with​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​of​
​whatsoever​ ​they​ ​utter​ ​concerning​ ​Us​ ​apart​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Word​ ​of​
​servitude—sufficient​ ​is​ ​God,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​ ​to​​bear​​witness​ ​unto​​His​
​devoted​ ​servants,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth!​ ​18​ ​Glorified​ ​be​ ​God!​
​Sublime​ ​and​ ​Magnified​ ​is​ ​He​ ​above​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​ ​wrongdoers​ ​assign​
​unto​ ​Him.​ ​19​ ​And​ ​sufficient​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​to​ ​bear​ ​witness​
​between​ ​you​ ​and​ ​Me,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​20​ ​And​​whatsoever​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​
​within​ ​that​ ​Gate​ ​over​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​21​ ​God​ ​is​ ​One,​ ​the​ ​Eternal,​ ​the​
​Peerless—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—and​​there​
​is​ ​naught​​like​​unto​​Him!​​So​​serve​​Him​​with​​all​​your​​heart,​​and​​place​​your​
​whole​​trust​​in​​Him—for​​verily,​​God​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​the​​worlds.​
​22​​He​​is​ ​the​​One​​Who​​sheweth​​you​​His​​Signs​​from​​the​​Báb—through​​the​
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​creation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​​earth,​​the​​creation​​of​​yourselves,​ ​and​​the​
​creation​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​Call​ ​upon​ ​none,​ ​then,​ ​save​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​Cherished​
​Lord—​​All-Knowing,​ ​All-Powerful​​—in​ ​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth.​​23​​Do​
​ye​​have​​faith​​in​​some​​of​​Our​​Signs​​and​​reject​​faith​​in​​that​​which​​God​​hath​
​ordained​​beyond​​them?​​What​​aileth​​you,​​that​​ye​​pronounce​​for​​yourselves​
​a​ ​vain​ ​and​ ​rejected​ ​judgment,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God?​ ​24​ ​And​
​sufficient​​for​​Our​​Word​​is​ ​God,​​His​​Messenger,​​and​​with​​Us—as​​Helpers,​
​according​ ​to​ ​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Truth—​​steadfast.​ ​25​​Is​​not​​God​​sufficient​
​for​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​Servant?​ ​For​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​belongeth​ ​the​ ​Kingship​ ​of​ ​the​
​heavens​​and​​the​​earth,​​in​​very​​truth.​​And​​verily,​​those​​who​​wax​​proud​​and​
​disdain​​to​​serve​​Him​​possess​​naught​​—by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—of​
​even​​a​​portion​​of​​the​ ​most​​insignificant​ ​fragment.​​26​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​fashioned​​Kingship​​for​​His​​chosen​​ones—for​​We,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​have​
​bestowed​​Kingship​​unto​​Our​​Remembrance,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​
​entire.​ ​27​​We​​call​​God​​to​​witness—and​​sufficient​​is​​God,​​over​​His​​Word,​​to​
​bear​ ​witness,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​28​​O​​devoted​​Servant​​of​​God,​
​O​ ​Fruit​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​Inmost​ ​Heart!​ ​Bestow​ ​the​ ​Kingship​ ​of​ ​God​ ​upon​
​whomsoever​ ​Thou​ ​wilt​ ​amongst​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​servants,​ ​and​ ​withhold​ ​it​
​from​​whomsoever​​Thou​​wilt​ ​from​​Our​​devoted​​servants—for​​verily,​​God​
​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds!​ ​29​​O​​devoted​​Servants​
​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​delivered​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​Glad​
​Tidings​ ​of​​the​​victory​​of​​the​​One​​with​​Whom​​is​​the​​Truth—and​​that​​right​
​soon.​ ​30​​Lo,​​verily,​ ​the​​Victory​​and​​Conquest​​of​​God​​hath​​come!​​Erelong​
​shall​ ​the​ ​people​ ​behold​ ​the​ ​populace​ ​entering​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Faith—​​standing​
​upright​ ​and​ ​steadfast​ ​around​​the​​Gate.​ ​31​​These​​are​​those​​held​​most​​dear​
​within​​the​​Book,​​both​​aforetime​​and​​thereafter—erelong​​shall​​the​​faithful​
​inherit​ ​Paradise,​ ​wherein​​they​​shall​ ​dwell​ ​forevermore,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​forever​ ​and​ ​ever.​ ​32​ ​This​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Path​ ​enjoined​ ​upon​ ​Me,​ ​it​ ​is​
​indeed​​the​​Truth​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book—for​​verily,​​it​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​
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​very​​truth,​ ​envisaged​ ​around​​the​​Fire.​​33​​Verily,​​God​​hath​​never​​appointed​
​any​ ​Remembrance​ ​other​ ​than​ ​Himself​ ​as​ ​Guardian,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth.​ ​So​ ​magnify​ ​God​ ​as​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​guided​ ​you​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​very​ ​own​
​Faith—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​
​34​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​preordained​ ​a​​Stand-Alone​​Station​ ​for​​Our​​Word,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​​35​​Those​​foremost​​do​​not​​precede​​Him​​in​
​aught,​​nor​​shall​ ​those​​who​​follow​​surpass​​Him​​in​​aught—neither​​through​
​allusion,​ ​nor​ ​by​ ​negation.​ ​36​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​that​​is​ ​the​​Judgment​​of​​the​​One​
​True​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​Him—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​been,​ ​within​ ​every​​Tablet,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​by​​the​​Most​​Gracious.​​37​
​Verily,​ ​creation​ ​shall​ ​never​ ​truly​ ​know​ ​Him​ ​as​ ​He​ ​is​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​own,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​truth—​​eternally,​ ​forever​ ​and​ ​evermore.​ ​38​​When​​the​
​Women​​of​​Medínah,​​unitedly,​ ​lacerated​​their​​hands​​along​​the​​pathways​​of​
​the​​Gate,​ ​the​​wife​​of​​Azíz​​said,​ ​“This​​is​ ​he​​concerning​​whom​​ye​​blamed​​me​
​aforetime,​ ​without​ ​truth—​​very​ ​much​ ​so.​​”​ ​39​​O​​People!​​Were​​ye​​to​​behold​
​Him​ ​as​ ​One​ ​with​ ​the​ ​divine​ ​Oneness​ ​with​ ​your​ ​very​ ​own​ ​eyes,​ ​ye​ ​are​
​indeed​​those​​alive​​in​​the​​estimation​​of​​your​​cherished​​Lord—for​​verily,​​ye​
​have​​been​ ​written​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​amongst​​the​​People​​of​​the​​Báb.​
​40​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​never​ ​ordained​ ​that​​the​​people​​should​​recognize​
​Our​ ​Remembrance​ ​save​ ​after​ ​recognizing​ ​Him​ ​without​ ​partiality—for​
​were​​ye​​to​​recognize​​the​​Whole​​through​​that​​which​​pertaineth​​unto​​Him​
​from​​Our​​divine​​Purpose,​​what​​would​​remain​​for​​you​​within​​the​​Book​​of​
​the​​knowledge​​of​​the​​Báb​​save​​some​​small​​line?​​41​​So​​go​​whither​​God​​hath​
​commanded​ ​you​ ​aforetime,​ ​turning​ ​aside​ ​for​ ​none,​ ​and​ ​abide​ ​securely​
​within​ ​the​ ​deep​ ​recesses​ ​of​ ​divine​ ​Oneness​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​your​
​cherished​​Lord—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Independent​ ​above​​all​​the​
​worlds.​ ​42​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​she​ ​sought​ ​to​ ​seduce​ ​Him​​away​​from​​Himself,​ ​yet​
​Joseph​ ​was​ ​safeguarded​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word​ ​unto​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​
​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—and​​there​​is​ ​naught​​like​​unto​
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​Him!​ ​For​ ​indeed,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​written​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​
​amongst those safeguarded by God.​
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​34. Súrah of the Allusion, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​He​ ​said,​ ​“My​ ​Lord!​ ​Prison​ ​is​ ​dearer​ ​unto​ ​me​ ​than​ ​that​ ​whereunto​ ​they​
​summon​ ​me.​ ​And​ ​unless​ ​Thou​ ​divert​ ​their​ ​plot​ ​from​ ​me,​ ​I​ ​shall​ ​incline​
​toward​ ​them​ ​and​ ​be​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​ignorant!”​ ​Ḥ​​á-Mím-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​ ​A​​LL​

​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​ ​GOD,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​upon​ ​His​ ​devoted​
​Servant​ ​the​ ​Verses​ ​from​ ​the​​Book,​ ​a​​Clear​​Revelation​ ​for​​those​​who​​seek​
​God​​and​​His​​Messenger,​​and​​desire​​naught,​​within​​the​​Land​​of​​the​​inmost​
​Heart,​ ​save​ ​the​ ​gaze​ ​of​ ​their​ ​Lord,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​4​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​guideth​
​whomsoever​​He​​willeth​​amongst​​His​​devoted​​servants—for​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been,​​toward​​the​​faithful,​ ​Mighty​ ​and​ ​All-Wise.​ ​5​​Verily,​​those​​who​​reject​
​faith​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Most​ ​Majestic​ ​Verses—erlong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​hasten​ ​their​
​reckoning​​unto​​the​​Fire—​​a​​reckoning​ ​over​​the​​Fire!​​6​​Verily,​​the​​One​​True​
​God​ ​shall​ ​decide​ ​between​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
​Resurrection—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​​7​
​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​made​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word​ ​known—and​ ​We​ ​are​ ​the​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​House!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​naught​ ​for​​Us,​​as​​befitteth​​the​
​truth,​ ​save​ ​humility​ ​and​ ​wonderment​ ​before​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​the​
​Creator—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​8​ ​Be​ ​ye​
​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​His​ ​Cause,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​smite​ ​you​
​with​ ​a​ ​mighty​ ​stroke​​—by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​
​by​​His​​right,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.​​9​​Then​​shall​​the​​people​​be​​shaken​​upon​​the​
​Land​ ​of​ ​the​ ​inmost​ ​Heart—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Thundrous​ ​Shout​ ​will​ ​have​
​come,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—whereupon​​shall​ ​the​​people​​gaze​
​upon​ ​God​ ​and​ ​behold​ ​His​ ​Angels,​ ​issuing​ ​forth​​from​​the​​Báb,​ ​humbled​
​and​ ​meek.​ ​10​ ​And​ ​verily​ ​We—if​ ​God​ ​willeth—upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​shall​ ​descend​​upon​​Crimson​​Thrones,​​and​​slay​​you,​​by​​the​

​161​



​leave​​of​​God,​​with​​Our​​Swords,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​forasmuch​​as​​ye​​have​
​rejected​​faith​​and​​turned​​aside​​from​​Our​​Most​​Great​​Word—this​​Arabian​
​Youth,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​ ​Sublime,​​All-Wise.​
​11​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​placed​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance​ ​within​ ​a​ ​goodly​​land,​
​whose​ ​growth​ ​hath​ ​sprung​ ​forth,​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​leave,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Land​ ​of​ ​the​
​inmost​​Heart,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​​12​
​And​ ​lo!​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​corrupt—God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​naught​ ​for​ ​it​ ​save​ ​a​
​bitter​ ​growth,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​truth—for​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​13​​The​​Judgment​​of​​the​​Whole,​​in​​the​
​estimation​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​is​ ​within​ ​that​ ​Book,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​inscribed​
​within​​this​​Gate​​around​​the​​Fire.​​14​​Erelong​​shall​​ye​​gaze​​upon​​Our​​Word,​
​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​like​​the​​radiant​​sun​​at​​its​​zenith,​​fixed​​in​​the​​midst​​of​
​heaven​ ​upon​ ​a​ ​wintry​ ​day.​ ​15​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​utter​ ​naught​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​save​ ​the​ ​Truth—for​ ​erelong​ ​shall​ ​We​
​question​​you​​concerning​​that​​which​​ye​​have​​wrought,​​within​​your​​inmost​
​selves​ ​and​ ​openly,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Plain​​of​​Gathering,​​from​​the​​Tongue​​of​​this​
​Gate,​ ​and​ ​that​ ​right​ ​soon.​ ​16​ ​Say:​ ​Were​ ​the​ ​sea​ ​to​ ​be​ ​an​ ​inkwell​ ​for​ ​My​
​Word—by​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God—the​ ​sea​ ​would​ ​verily​ ​be​ ​exhausted​ ​ere​ ​a​
​single​​Letter​​of​​My​​Word​​be​​spent,​ ​though​​We​​were​​to​​bring,​​by​​the​​leave​
​of​​God,​ ​another​ ​like​​unto​​it.17​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​
​Know​ ​ye​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​amongst​​you​​as​
​Guardian,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​and​ ​as​ ​a​ ​Clear​ ​Sovereign​ ​over​ ​the​
​Kingdom​ ​of​ ​Might.​ ​18​ ​What​ ​aileth​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​not​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​God,​
​your​ ​Creator—He​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​you,​ ​then​ ​sustained​ ​you,​ ​then​
​guideth​​you​​unto​​the​​Mighty​​Path​​of​​God—this​​Arabian​​Youth​​Who​​hath​
​ever​​been​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​held​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation?​​19​​Will​
​ye​​not​​take​​heed​​that​​the​​Proof​​of​​God​​is​​amongst​​you,​​and​​that​​He​​is​​your​
​Herald​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth—for​ ​God,​ ​your​
​cherished​ ​Lord,​ ​is​ ​He​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​very​​truth.​​20​​What​​aileth​
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​you—how​ ​judge​ ​ye​ ​concerning​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​when​ ​ye​ ​know​
​naught​ ​even​​a​​morsel​ ​of​​His​​Cause,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth?​​21​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​ ​Him​ ​a​ ​Remembrance​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​very​ ​own​
​Presence​​over​​you,​​that​​He​​may​​bring​​to​​mind​​Our​​Days—those​​very​​Days​
​which​​God​​hath​​named​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​as​​His​​Days,​​as​​befitteth​
​the​ ​truth—and​ ​that​ ​right​ ​soon.​ ​22​ ​He​ ​purifieth​ ​you​ ​from​ ​the​ ​stain​ ​of​
​Satan,​ ​through​ ​His​ ​Name—while​ ​ye​ ​reckon​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​more​ ​precious​ ​unto​
​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Praiseworthy,​ ​in​​very​​truth.​​23​ ​Most​​certainly​​not!​​Again,​
​most​ ​certainly​ ​not!​ ​For​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​the​ ​most​ ​virtuous​ ​amongst​
​you—He​​is​ ​indeed,​​with​​God​​and​​His​​Signs,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​
​most​ ​patient,​ ​ever​ ​thankful.​ ​24​ ​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​​for​​should​​ye​​turn​
​away​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​indeed​ ​turn​ ​away​ ​from​ ​you!​
​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​gaze​ ​upon​ ​Us,​ ​riding​ ​upon​ ​Clouds​ ​of​ ​Light—for​ ​the​
​Dominion​​that​​hath​​ever​​belonged​​unto​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​hath​​been​
​written​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​favor,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​25​ ​Say:​ ​“Yea,​ ​verily,​
​God​​hath​​placed​​the​​Dominion​​in​​Our​​Hands,​ ​like​​an​​insignificant​​coin​​in​
​your​​hands”​​—We​​honor​​those​​of​​Our​​devoted​​servants​​amongst​​you​​who​
​are​ ​dearly​ ​loved​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​
​Truth.​ ​26​ ​And​​We​​abase​​those​​amongst​​you​​who​​are​ ​ungrateful​ ​with​​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Signs​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Gate.​ ​27​ ​And​
​know,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​that​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​indeed​
​perfect​​His​​Proof​​amongst​​you,​​subsequent​​to​​this​​Book—should​​ye​​have​
​faith​​in​​Our​​Remembrance,​​ye​​shall​​indeed​​be​​faithful​​with​​your​​very​​own​
​souls.​ ​But​​if​ ​ye​​have​​not​​faith​​in​​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​God​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​28​ ​By​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God!​
​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​no​ ​Proof​ ​from​ ​you​ ​for​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth—for​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​sufficient​ ​Proof​ ​for​ ​you.​
​Erelong​​shall​​the​​Cause​​of​​God​​be​​confirmed,​​in​​very​​truth,​​and​​never​​shall​
​ye​ ​find​ ​for​ ​yourselves​ ​a​ ​Comforter​ ​from​ ​Us​ ​other​ ​than​ ​Our​ ​devoted​
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​Servant—this​ ​Arabian​ ​youth.​ ​29​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​His​ ​Verses​
​clear​​within​​this​​Book,​​that​​haply​​ye​​may​​remain​​patient​​with​​God​​and​​His​
​Verses,​ ​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​according​​to​​the​​Firm​​Truth.​​30​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​
​have​​abrogated​​the​​books​​of​​those​​who​​came​​before​​you,​​which​​were​​void​
​of​ ​truth—erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​abolish​ ​the​ ​works​ ​of​ ​the​ ​false,​ ​through​ ​the​
​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Báb—this​​Arabian​​Youth—and​​that​ ​right​
​soon.​​31​​O​​ye​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Endure​​steadfastly​​in​​the​​Truth,​​for​
​the​​Cause​​hath​​indeed​​come​​from​​God,​​the​​Most​​Praiseworthy,​​upon​​the​
​Most​​Glorious​​Word,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—and​​that​​right​​soon.​
​32​ ​Unto​ ​God​ ​prostrateth​ ​whosoever​ ​dwelleth​ ​within​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​
​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​ ​willingly​ ​or​ ​unwillingly.​
​33​​And​​the​​thunder​​celebrateth​​His​​praise​​by​​His​​Name,​​and​​the​​Angels,​
​in​ ​awe​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Majesty—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained,​​and​​the​​Judgment​ ​written​ ​unto​​God,​​the​​Peerless.​​34​​Hast​​thou​
​not​ ​considered​ ​how​ ​thy​ ​Lord​ ​hath​ ​extended​ ​the​ ​shadow—had​ ​He​ ​so​
​willed,​ ​God​ ​would​ ​have​ ​indeed​ ​made​ ​it​ ​stationary.​ ​35​ ​Thus​ ​hath​ ​God​
​appointed​​the​​sun​​to​​be​ ​a​​guide​ ​for​​it.​ ​36​​O​​People​​of​​the​​East​​and​​West!​
​Follow​​ye​​the​​Light​​of​​God​​amongst​​you—for​​verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​
​very​ ​truth,​ ​a​ ​Guide​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Truth,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Path.​ ​37​ ​God​ ​hath​
​verily​ ​prescribed​ ​for​ ​you​ ​the​​statutes​​of​​those​​who​​came​​before​​you—for​
​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​​find​ ​any​​variance​ ​with​​Our​​ordinances,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​from​ ​one​ ​thing​ ​or​ ​another.​ ​38​ ​Lo,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​annihilated​
​the​ ​past​ ​generations​ ​due​ ​to​​the​​wrongdoing​​of​​the​​people—for​​never​​are​
​We​​unjust​​unto​​Our​​devoted​​servants,​ ​in​​even​​the​​very​​least​​amount.​​39​​Be​
​ye​​mindful​​concerning​​the​​Day​​God​​shall​ ​call​ ​out​​to​​you,​​openly​​through​
​the​ ​tongue​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​most​ ​Great​
​Truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​40​​Ḥusayn​
​said,​ ​“My​ ​Lord!​ ​Martyrdom​ ​is​ ​dearer​ ​unto​ ​me​ ​than​ ​that​​whereunto​​they​
​summon​ ​me,​ ​to​ ​pledge​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​self-serving​ ​soul—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​

​164​



​Mighty,​ ​All-Wise.​​”​ ​41​​And​​Joseph​​said,​​“​​Should​​God​​not​​divert​​their​​plot​
​from​​me,​​I​​shall​​indeed​​incline​​unto​​them—through​​the​​allusion​​of​​the​​Truth​
​upon​ ​which​ ​they​ ​gaze.​​”​ ​42​ ​“I​ ​would​ ​then​ ​be​ ​amongst​ ​those​ ​who​ ​turn​ ​unto​
​God,​​bereft​​of​​His​​Countenance—for​​God​​is,​ ​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​
​He Who hath ever been.​​”​
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​35. Súrah of Utter Devotion, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​so​ ​his​ ​Lord​ ​answered​ ​him,​ ​and​ ​diverted​​their​​plot​​from​​him—verily,​
​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​All-Hearing,​ ​the​ ​All-Knowing.​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím.​ ​3​ ​A​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Path​ ​of​ ​thy​ ​Lord,​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​
​throughout​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​be​
​forthcoming​ ​through​​Our​​Verses,​​according​​to​​the​​Firm​​Truth.​​4​​God​​hath​
​verily​ ​prescribed​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Faith​ ​for​ ​you,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​
​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book,​ ​the​​Most​​Reverent​​Religion​​.​ ​5​​O​​Inhabitants​​of​
​earth​ ​and​ ​heaven!​ ​Follow​ ​ye​​the​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​which​​God​​hath​
​revealed​​upon​​Our​​devoted​​Servant,​ ​in​​very​​truth—for​​We​​have​​ever​​been​
​with​ ​Him,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​realm​ ​of​ ​the​ ​unseen​ ​and​ ​the​ ​seen,​ ​by​ ​the​​leave​​of​
​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​a​​Watcher​​through​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Gate.​​6​​Unto​
​none​ ​shall​ ​His​ ​unseen​ ​be​ ​made​ ​manifest,​ ​save​ ​whoso​ ​walketh​ ​before​
​Him—for​ ​he​ ​hath​ ​verily​​been​ ​steadfast​ ​through​​His​​Signs,​ ​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​threshold,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​7​ ​God​
​knoweth​ ​the​ ​unseen​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​those​ ​who​ ​wax​
​proud​​and​​disdain​​His​​devotion​​knoweth​​naught​​of​​the​​Knowledge​​of​​the​
​Book,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​of​ ​even​ ​a​ ​whit​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​
​thereof.​ ​8​​God​​hath​​prescribed​​divine​​Communion​​for​​Himself—​​there​​is​
​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—He​​is​ ​alone,​​without​​a​​peer​​unto​​Him—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​9​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​borne​ ​witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things​ ​that​ ​bear​​a​​name,​​through​​its​ ​devotion​ ​and​
​servitude​ ​unto​​God,​​the​​Most​​Great—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—for​ ​God​ ​is,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​He​ ​Who​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been.​ ​10​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​fashioner​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​​—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​
​things.​ ​11​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​this​ ​Book—for​ ​We​ ​have​ ​indeed​
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​detailed​ ​your​ ​ordinances​ ​therein—that​ ​ye​ ​might​ ​be​ ​faithful​ ​unto​ ​Our​
​Verses​​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​and​ ​forebearing​ ​with​​the​​Truth.​​12​​What​​aileth​
​you,​​that​​ye​​perceive​​not​​Our​​Verses,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​within​
​that​​Book—even​​a​​whit​​thereof?​​13​​Do​​ye​​then​​take​​lords​​other​​than​​God?​
​14​ ​They​ ​fashion​ ​naught​​—in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​15Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​
​have​ ​fashioned​ ​you,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​while​ ​ye​ ​possess​ ​not,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​
​power​ ​over​ ​your​ ​own​ ​selves,​ ​either​ ​for​ ​harm​ ​or​ ​to​ ​benefit.​ ​16​​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​​hath​​preordained​ ​death​ ​for​​you,​​through​​His​​Decree,​​as​​befitteth​​the​
​truth,​ ​and​ ​life​​—and​ ​a​ ​resurrection,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​unto​ ​a​ ​second​
​life.​ ​17​​That​​ye​​might​​commemorate,​ ​through​​His​​Signs,​​whatsoever​​God​
​hath​ ​wondrously​ ​brought​ ​forth,​ ​night​ ​and​ ​day,​ ​at​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Formidable​
​Gate.​ ​18​​Those​​who​​reject​​faith​​in​​God​​speak​​within​​their​​very​​own​​souls,​
​“This​​Book​​is​ ​but​​a​​deceit,​ ​fabricated​​by​​its​ ​bearer!”​ ​And​​they​​confirm​​one​
​another​ ​in​ ​their​ ​falsehood—vain​ ​indeed​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Party​ ​of​ ​Satan.​ ​Thus​ ​are​
​they,​ ​toward​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Verses,​ ​ungrateful,​ ​bereft​​of​​the​​truth,​​at​​that​
​Gate.​ ​19​​For​​verily,​ ​they​​have​​committed​ ​an​​injustice​ ​against​​Me,​​without​
​right,​ ​and​ ​uttered​ ​calumny.​ ​20​ ​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​take​ ​away​ ​from​ ​them​
​their​ ​deceit—the​ ​vanity​ ​of​​their​​self-serving​​souls—as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​
​and​​incinerate​​them​​with​​the​​heat​​of​​the​​Fire,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth—from​
​the​​Fire​ ​most​​severe.​ ​21​​Erelong​​shall​​God​​abolish​​whatsoever​​Satan​​casteth​
​into​ ​the​ ​souls​ ​of​ ​the​ ​faithful—for​ ​We,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​shall​ ​render​ ​them​
​steadfast​ ​through​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Gate—if​
​God​ ​willeth—in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​and​ ​that​ ​right​ ​soon.​ ​22​ ​Say​ ​unto​ ​those​​who​
​concoct​ ​lies​ ​concerning​ ​God​ ​and​ ​speak​​of​​God​​and​​His​​Verses,​ ​bereft​​of​
​the​​truth:​ ​“The​​self-serving​​word​​is​ ​but​​glitter​​and​​deception!​​”​​23​​God​​hath​
​indeed​ ​revealed​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may​
​know​ ​that​ ​God​ ​knoweth​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​​and​
​that​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​24​​The​
​people​ ​have​​indeed​​rejected​​faith​​in​​God—they​​are​ ​deceived,​ ​bereft​​of​​the​
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​truth.​​25​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Take​​none​​other​​than​​God,​​the​​Most​
​Exalted,​​as​ ​Trustee,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Most​​Authentic​​Truth.​​26​​And​
​take​​none​​other​​than​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​as​
​Guardian.​ ​27​​God​​hath​​verily​​appointed​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​Faithful.​​28​
​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Most​ ​Grateful,​ ​throughout​​all​ ​the​​worlds,​ ​by​​the​​very​
​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​29​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​​God,​​concerning​​a​​Day​​whose​
​Heat,​ ​in​​the​​estimation​​of​​God,​​is​ ​most​​severe,​ ​according​​to​​the​​Statute​​of​
​the​ ​Book.​ ​30​ ​For​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​presumption.​ ​31​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​preordained​ ​another​ ​turn​ ​for​ ​thee,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​after​ ​this​ ​Cycle—with​
​absolute​ ​certainty,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​32​​Erelong​
​shall​ ​We​ ​aid​ ​you​ ​with​​hosts​​whom​​none​​beholdeth​​save​​God—for​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​the​ ​Cycle​ ​for​ ​thee,​ ​after​ ​this​ ​turn,​ ​as​ ​His​​Most​​Great​
​Day,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​irrevocably​ ​sealed.​ ​33​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​
​have​ ​appointed​ ​the​ ​purest​ ​of​ ​Angels,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​to​ ​abide​​by​​thy​​True​
​Self,​ ​to​​bear​​the​​weight​​of​​the​​twain​​burdens.​​34​​The​​Most​​Gracious​​hath​
​indeed​ ​ordained​ ​that​ ​the​​faithful​​shall​ ​enter​​the​​Prayer-Hall,​ ​even​​as​​they​
​entered​​it​ ​the​​first​​time,​​to​​lay​​low​​whatsoever​​hath​​been​​exalted—laying​​it​
​utterly​​waste.​ ​35​​And​​lo!​​God​​hath​​rendered​​His​​Judgment​​upon​​all,​​that​
​verily,​ ​As​​ye​​return,​​We​​return​​—for​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​appointed​​for​​you​​the​
​Infernal​ ​Fire​ ​of​ ​Hell,​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​the​ ​heedless,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth.​​36​​Verily,​​for​​those​​who​​are​​faithful​​unto​​Our​​Verses,​​from​​Our​​very​
​own​ ​selves,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​them,​​within​​the​​Garden​​of​​Ri​​ḍwán​​,​
​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​magnificent​ ​reward.​ ​37​ ​And​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​
​reject​ ​faith,​ ​We​​have​​verily​​prepared,​​within​​the​​lowest​​depths​​of​​Infernal​
​Hellfire,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​afflictive​​torment!​ ​38​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Say:​ ​“Verily,​
​My​ ​Day​ ​hath​ ​caused​ ​all​ ​to​ ​be​​distracted​​from​​that​​within​​which​​they​​had​
​been​ ​nurtured,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​beheld​ ​you​ ​at​ ​the​​Gate,​
​and​​ye​​were,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​effaced.​​”​​39​ ​For​​verily,​ ​Joseph​​called​​out​
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​unto​ ​His​​Lord​​on​​account​​of​​their​​plot—​​an​​intimate​ ​supplication​​at​​the​
​Gate.​ ​40​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​diverted​​from​​Him​​and​​from​​the​​faithful​​servants​
​the​ ​plot​ ​of​ ​the​​women,​​from​​before​​and​​thereafter—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​
​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​41​ ​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​We​ ​divert​ ​the​ ​plot​ ​of​
​Satan​ ​from​​the​​hearts​​of​​the​​faithful—​​42​​And​​the​​assumed​​delay​​of​​Our​
​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​during​​these​​days​​of​​yours,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Firm​
​Truth—and that​​right soon.​
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​36. Súrah of Justice, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​Then​ ​it​ ​occurred​ ​to​ ​them,​ ​after​ ​they​ ​had​ ​seen​ ​the​ ​signs,​ ​that​ ​they​ ​should​
​indeed​​imprison​​him​​for​​a​​time.​​Ṭ​​á-Há.​​3​​A​​Remembrance​​of​​Our​​mercy​
​unto​​the​​devoted​​servants​​of​​God—who​​have​​ever​​been​​devout​​at​​the​​gate!​
​4​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​a​​Book​ ​unto​​you,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​as​
​Evidence​​—​ ​5​ ​That​​ye​​might​​contend​​with​​the​​people,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​with​
​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​bestowed​ ​upon​ ​you​ ​from​ ​Himself—for​ ​verily,​ ​ye​
​have​​followed​ ​the​​Path​​enjoined​​upon​​Me,​​through​​this​​Firm​​Gate,​​perfectly​
​straight.​ ​6​ ​Yet​ ​humanity​ ​seeketh​ ​evil​ ​as​ ​it​ ​summoneth​ ​unto​​the​​good,​​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cause—for​​verily,​ ​humanity​​hath​
​ever​​been​ ​hasty,​ ​created​​from​​but​​a​​handful​​of​​dust.​ ​7​​Lo,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​
​appointed​ ​a​ ​Book​ ​for​ ​every​ ​human​ ​being,​ ​which​ ​they​ ​shall​ ​encounter,​
​unfurled​ ​about​ ​their​ ​necks.​ ​8​ ​And​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Decision,​ ​at​ ​the​
​Gate—the​​Gate​​of​​the​​Remembrance—it​​shall​ ​be​ ​Well-Guarded​ ​from​​all​
​that​​is​ ​untrue.​​9​ ​Read​​thine​​own​​Book!​​Sufficient​​art​​thou​​this​​Day,​​against​
​thine​ ​own​ ​self,​ ​as​ ​reckoner,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.​​10​
​For​​verily,​ ​upon​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​there​​is​​a​​well-known​​station​​for​
​you​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Path.​ ​11​ ​There​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​come​ ​forth,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​
​from​ ​your​ ​tombs,​ ​according​​to​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Dust—and​​that​ ​swiftly​
​indeed.​ ​12​​Lo,​​verily,​ ​this​​Day​​of​​yours​​is​​the​​Truth​​from​​your​​Lord—and​
​erelong​​shall​ ​the​​Balance​​be​​prudently​​set​​before​​the​​people,​​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​clearly​ ​balanced.​ ​13​ ​And​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​shall​ ​Justice​​be​
​exalted​​in​​honor.​ ​14​​Upon​​the​​Day​​when​​heaven​​shall​​be​​as​​molten​​metal,​
​and​​the​​mountains​​as​​tufts​​of​​wool—naught​​that​​is​​cherished​​shall​​bear​​any​
​weight,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​15​ ​How​ ​many​ ​a​ ​soul​ ​hath​ ​been​
​granted​ ​respite​ ​while​ ​in​ ​a​ ​state​ ​of​ ​wrongdoing,​ ​then​ ​seized​ ​and​ ​become​
​certain​ ​of​ ​the​​clear​​sovereignty​ ​of​​the​​Cause​​of​​God​​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​in​
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​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth?​ ​16​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​decreed​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​
​came​​aforetime​​by​​the​​Judgment​​of​​the​​Book—for​​verily,​​it​​hath​​ever​​been​
​affixed​​upon​​the​​Path​​of​​Truth,​​since​​the​​Day​​of​​the​​Beginning.​​17​​Erelong​
​shall​ ​God​ ​abolish​ ​whatsoever​ ​Satan​​casteth​​into​​the​​fancies​​of​​those​​who​
​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​God​​and​​His​​Signs—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​All-Knowing,​
​All-Wise.​ ​18​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​made​ ​Thee​ ​more​ ​beloved​ ​unto​ ​the​
​faithful​ ​than​ ​they​ ​are​ ​unto​ ​their​ ​own​ ​selves​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Day​ ​of​
​God—whereat​ ​they​ ​shall​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​before​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​19​​There,​ ​within​
​themselves,​ ​they​ ​shall​ ​not​ ​be​ ​discomforted​ ​from​ ​that​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​been​
​ordained​ ​for​ ​them—for​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​ardently​ ​endure​ ​with​​God,​​the​​Most​
​Exalted,​​nigh​​unto​​the​​threshold​​of​​the​​Gate.​​20​​But​​nay,​​by​​thy​​Lord!​​The​
​heedless​​shall​ ​never​​have​​faith​​therein,​​until​ ​Thou​​dost​​judge​​them​​by​​the​
​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​ordained​​—for​​indeed​
​the​ ​Decree​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​irrevocably​​ordained.​
​21​ ​Verily,​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​inform​​those​​who​​possess​​knowledge,​​that​​verily,​ ​they​
​are​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​confide​ ​in​ ​them—for​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​doth​ ​indeed​ ​guide​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​along​ ​this​ ​Path​
​enjoined​ ​upon​ ​Me​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​​before​​the​​people—​​perfectly​
​straight.​ ​22​ ​By​ ​Thy​ ​Lord!​ ​We​ ​will​ ​assuredly​​call​ ​all​ ​humanity​​to​​account​
​upon​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection​​while​​they​​dispute​​with​​Thee​​regarding​​the​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​
​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​23​ ​Is​ ​there​ ​any​ ​doubt​ ​that​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Creator​ ​of​ ​the​
​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth?​ ​Those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​with​ ​Him​ ​never​ ​wax​ ​proud​ ​and​
​disdain​ ​His​ ​devotion—for​ ​they​ ​are​ ​those​ ​who​ ​prostrate​ ​unto​ ​God,​
​steadfastly,​ ​before​​all​ ​the​​worlds,​​at​​this​​Most​​Mighty​​Gate.​​24​​What​​aileth​
​you—how​​can​​ye​​judge​​Our​​Cause​​while​​ye​​know​​naught​​even​​a​​morsel​​of​
​the​​True​​Cause​​of​​God?​​25​​By​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​He​​speaketh​​the​​Proof​
​of​​Truth,​ ​“Should​​ye​​renounce​​faith​​in​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​after​​this​​Book​
​hath​​been​​revealed​​unto​​you,​​in​​very​​truth,​​as​​Clear​​Evidence,​​as​​befitteth​​the​
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​truth​​—​ ​26​ ​“Then​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​for​
​yourselves,​ ​even​​a​​portion​​of​​aught​​from​​the​​Covenant​​of​​God,​​and​​Our​​own​
​Covenant—even​​a​​measure​​less​ ​than​​a​​tiny​​speck.”​​27​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​
​and​ ​deprecate​ ​not​ ​yourselves​ ​through​ ​vain​ ​deceit—​​the​ ​duplicitous​ ​lie​ ​of​
​Satan,​​bereft​​of​​truth.​​28​​God​​hath​​promised​​you​​the​​Garden,​​while​​Satan​
​summoneth​ ​you​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire!​ ​Situate​ ​your​ ​inmost​​hearts​​firmly​​within​
​this​ ​Gate​ ​toward​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​One,​ ​the​ ​Eternal,​ ​and​ ​magnify​ ​God​ ​at​ ​the​
​Threshold​​of​​the​​Gate​​during​​the​​Day​​of​​Battle,​ ​with​​a​​most​​mighty,​​most​
​sublime​ ​shout!​​29​​As​​death​​then​​approacheth,​​ye​​shall​​have​​no​​power​​over​
​yourselves​ ​regarding​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth,​​to​
​utter​ ​even​ ​a​ ​soft​ ​word.​ ​30​ ​And​ ​when​ ​the​ ​Promise​ ​of​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come​
​appeareth,​ ​know​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​justly​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​you,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​
​truth,​ ​a​ ​Great​ ​Fire.​ ​31​ ​Never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find,​ ​that​ ​Day,​ ​other​ ​than​ ​the​
​Remembrance,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​any​​who​​see.​ ​32​​O​​People​​of​​the​​East​
​and​ ​West!​ ​Have​ ​ye​ ​discovered​​for​​yourselves​​any​​Proof​​for​​the​​Lord​​your​
​God​​within​​the​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance?​​I​​swear​​by​​your​​Lord!​​We​​shall​
​assuredly​ ​arouse​ ​you​ ​nigh​ ​the​ ​infernal​ ​fire​ ​of​ ​Hell,​ ​and​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​
​discover,​ ​upon​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​for​​yourselves,​ ​any​​portion​​of​​the​
​Proof—even​ ​from​ ​so​ ​much​ ​as​ ​a​ ​circumscribed​ ​Letter.​ ​33​ ​Is​ ​there​ ​aught​
​other​ ​than​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Faith​​of​​God​​and​​the​​customs​​of​​His​​Prophet​
​that​​the​​Remembrance​​summoneth​​you?​​Most​​certainly​​not!​​What​​aileth​
​you—how​​can​​ye​​concoct​​a​​duplicitous​ ​lie​ ​concerning​​God?​​34​​Exalted​​is​
​God!​ ​Sublime​ ​and​ ​Magnified​ ​is​ ​He​ ​above​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​ ​wrongdoers​
​assert.​ ​35​ ​O​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​ ​Chant​ ​My​ ​melody​ ​for​ ​the​​sake​​of​​Thy​
​True​ ​Self:​ ​“Verily,​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​reached​ ​its​ ​Appointed​​Term,​​and​
​verily,​ ​the​ ​people​ ​have​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​gathered​​together​​in​​the​​land​​of​
​this​ ​Gate.”​ ​36​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​Cause,​​which​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Mighty​ ​in​​the​​estimation​​of​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted.​ ​37​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​decreed​ ​for​ ​Joseph​ ​and​ ​the​
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​Prophets​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​of​ ​God​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​which​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​inscribed​ ​about​ ​the​ ​vicinity​ ​Gate.​ ​38​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​ordained​ ​a​ ​Predetermined,​ ​Appointed​ ​Term​ ​for​ ​all​ ​things​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​truth.​​39​​Naught​​shall​ ​ever​​escape​
​His​ ​Judgment—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.​
​40​ ​Then​ ​it​ ​occurred​ ​unto​ ​them,​ ​after​ ​they​ ​had​ ​seen​ ​the​ ​signs,​ ​though​
​contrary​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​that​ ​they​ ​should​ ​indeed​ ​imprison​ ​Him​ ​for​ ​a​
​time​​—which​ ​had​ ​ever​​been​ ​affixed​ ​therein,​​in​​abeyance​​over​​the​​Mystery​
​of​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​41​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​prison​ ​for​​Joseph​​for​​He​​had​
​conceived​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​beyond​ ​even​ ​the​ ​smallest​
​measure​ ​of​​aught​​that​​hath​​been​​reckoned​​within​​the​​Book.​​42​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​ ​purified​ ​Him,​​and​​We​​brought​​Him​​unto​​a​​Station​​of​​Sanctification,​
​which hath ever been​​exalted in honor​​above the Land​​of the inmost Heart.​
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​37. Súrah of the Expression, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​two​ ​youths​ ​entered​ ​the​ ​prison​ ​with​ ​him.​ ​One​ ​of​ ​them​ ​said,​ ​“I​ ​beheld​
​myself​ ​in​ ​a​ ​dream​ ​pressing​ ​wine.”​ ​While​ ​the​ ​other​ ​said,​ ​“I​ ​beheld​ ​myself​
​bearing​ ​bread​ ​upon​ ​mine​ ​own​ ​head,​ ​from​ ​which​ ​birds​ ​ate.”​ ​“Tell​ ​us​ ​the​
​interpretation—for​ ​we​​see​​thou​​amongst​​the​​virtuous.”​ ​Fá-‘Ayn–Sín-Nún.​​4​
​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​​UNTO​ ​GOD,​ ​Who​​hath​​revealed​​the​​Book​​unto​
​His​​devoted​​Servant,​ ​that​​He​​be​ ​a​​Witness​​over​​all​​the​​worlds​​by​​the​​Most​
​Exalted​​Word.​​5​​God​​hath​​indeed​​brought​​Glad​​Tidings​​unto​​the​​faithful​
​who​​performeth​​righteous​​deeds—verily,​​for​​them​​is​​a​​goodly​​reward​​at​​the​
​Gate—bestowed​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Báb,​ ​abundant​ ​in​ ​measure.​ ​6​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​
​have​ ​revealed​ ​this​ ​Book​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​very​ ​own​ ​Tongue,​ ​that​ ​ye​
​might​ ​judge​ ​between​​the​​people,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​along​​the​​pathways​​of​​the​
​Gate—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​7​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​taken​​it​ ​as​​a​​Covenant​​of​​God,​​that​​He​​judge​​between​​you​
​according​​to​​the​​Book​​of​​God​​and​​Our​​customs—for​​never​​shall​​ye​​find​​a​
​Judgment​ ​from​ ​Him​ ​contrary​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​of​​God,​​which​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​8​ ​Verily,​ ​those​ ​who​
​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​​God​​and​​His​​Word​​are​​utterly​​bereft​​of​​truth—for​​lo,​ ​they​
​are​​within​​the​​very​​midst​​of​​the​​Fire,​​gathered​​together​​in​​the​​Vale​​of​​Sijjín.​
​9​​God​​hath​​indeed​​borne​​witness​​unto​​the​​Judgment,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​been​ ​Witnesses​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
​Resurrection,​​according​​to​​the​​Testimony​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​unto​​His​
​Decree.​ ​Sufficient​ ​is​ ​God—and​ ​sufficient​ ​are​ ​We​ ​unto​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Exalted—in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​to​​bear​​witness.​​10​​God​​hath​​indeed​
​forewarned​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​assigned​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​a​ ​son​​—glorified​ ​is​ ​He!​
​Unto​​Him​​belongeth​​whatsoever​​is​​in​​the​​heavens​​and​​whatsoever​​is​​upon​
​the​ ​earth.​ ​Each​ ​hath​ ​come​ ​before​ ​Him,​ ​a​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Most​
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​Great​​Word,​​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​Grievous​​is​
​the​​word​​that​​issueth​​from​​their​​mouths—they​​utter​​against​​God,​​far​​from​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​a​ ​conspicuous​ ​lie​ ​indeed.​ ​11​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​​established​​all​
​that​​is​​upon​​the​​earth​​as​​an​​adornment​​for​​the​​faithful,​​that​​We​​may​​test,​​at​
​the​ ​Gate,​ ​which​ ​of​ ​them​ ​excelleth​ ​in​ ​deeds.​ ​12​ ​Or​ ​dost​​thou​​reckon​​the​
​Companions​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cave​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Inscription​ ​to​ ​have​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​that​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Name,​ ​an​ ​astounding​ ​Sign​ ​of​ ​Ours?​​13​​By​​God!​​The​​Truth​
​hath​ ​verily​​been​​spoken,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—​​of​ ​late.​ ​14​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​established​​the​​Signs​​of​​these​​Verses,​ ​following​ ​the​​motif​
​of​ ​this​ ​Youth,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​​15​​That​​ye​​may​​know​​that​​God​
​fashioned​​you​​not,​ ​nor​​aroused​​you,​​save​​for​​Our​​Signs—which​​have​​ever​
​been​ ​Mighty​ ​at​ ​that​ ​Gate.​ ​16​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​destroyed​ ​the​ ​nations​ ​that​
​came​​before​​you,​​in​​very​​truth,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Word—erelong​​shall​​We​
​destroy​ ​you,​ ​for​ ​your​ ​turning​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth—and​ ​that​ ​right​ ​soon!​ ​17​ ​When​ ​the​ ​people​
​question​ ​thee​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Chieftains,​ ​say:​ ​“The​ ​Lord​ ​my​ ​God​ ​well​
​knoweth​​their​​number​​around​​the​​vicinity​​of​​the​​Gate.​​What​​aileth​​you,​​that​
​ye​ ​should​ ​inquire​ ​of​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​taught​ ​you​
​within​​His​​Book—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Aware​​of​​His​​faithful​​servants.”​​18​
​And​ ​say:​ ​“The​ ​Truth​ ​is​ ​from​ ​Us,​ ​so​ ​whosoever​ ​willeth,​ ​let​ ​them​​have​​faith​
​therein;​ ​and​ ​whosoever​ ​willeth,​ ​let​ ​them​ ​have​​not​​faith​​therein—for​​verily,​
​We​ ​have​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​the​ ​wrongdoers​ ​an​ ​all-encompassing​ ​Fire.​​”​ ​19​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance​ ​and​ ​performed​
​righteous​​deeds​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​erelong​​shall​​God​​grant​
​unto​ ​them​ ​the​ ​reward​ ​of​ ​the​ ​faithful—better​ ​than​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​
​receive—through​ ​the​ ​measure​ ​preordained​ ​for​ ​them​ ​over​​the​​all​ ​nations,​
​by​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Báb,​​according​​to​​the​​irrevocable​​Decree​​of​​the​​Book.​
​20​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​prepared​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​for​ ​the​ ​faithful—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​
​Promise​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​thing​ ​accomplished​ ​within​​the​​Mother​
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​Book.​​21​​Therein​​shall​​they​​have​​bracelets​​of​​gold,​​and​​they​​shall​​be​​clad​​in​
​crimson​ ​robes,​ ​of​ ​fine​ ​silk​ ​and​ ​brocade,​ ​all​ ​while​ ​reclining​ ​upon​ ​ornate​
​couches—a​​blessed​​reward​​and​​goodly​​home,​ ​most​​enjoyable​​indeed.​​22​​O​
​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​your​ ​Lord,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​Who​
​fashioned​ ​you—for​ ​God​ ​instructeth​ ​you​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​the​
​ordinances​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prophets​ ​and​ ​Truthful​ ​Ones,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​
​Well-Established​ ​Truth,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be​ ​knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​​Most​
​Exalted,​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Firm​ ​Gate.​ ​23​ ​So​ ​place​ ​your​ ​trust​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Lord​
​your​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​True​ ​One,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Firm​
​Truth—​​steadfastly.​ ​24​​If​ ​ye​​claim​​obedience​​unto​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​then​ ​follow​ ​ye​ ​Our​ ​Command—for​ ​such​​is​ ​Our​​Decree​
​upon​​every​​nation,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​and​​never​​shall​​ye​​find​
​any​ ​decree​ ​exalted​ ​in​ ​honor​ ​save​ ​Our​ ​Decree,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​25​
​Verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Creator​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things—​​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​
​Him​​—be​​ye​​whole-heartedly​​devoted​​in​​service​​unto​​none​​save​​God—​​He​
​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​26​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​fashioned​​you,​​by​​the​
​leave​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God—whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​do,​ ​perform​ ​in​ ​accordance​
​with​​the​​truth,​​even​​if​ ​it​ ​be​​but​ ​a​​trifling​​matter.​ ​27​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​placed​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant—​​a​ ​Blessed​ ​Remembrance​ ​from​ ​the​ ​very​
​Presence​​of​​God—amongst​​you,​​that​​ye​​might​​render​​assistance​​unto​​Him​
​during​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​
​Truth—​​steadfastly.​ ​28​​Should​​God​​lend​​assistance​​unto​​you,​​He​​shall​​lend​
​assistance​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​when​ ​none​ ​other​ ​than​ ​the​​One​​True​
​God​ ​is​ ​Lord​ ​and​ ​Master,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth—for​ ​God​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​29​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​​of​​God​​and​
​reflect​ ​profoundly​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth—and​
​whatsoever​ ​lieth​ ​between​ ​them.​ ​Lo!​ ​We​ ​fashion​​whatsoever​​We​​will,​ ​and​
​never​ ​hath​ ​Our​​Power​​been​ ​constrained,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​30​
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​Verily,​ ​God​​made​​you​​not​​witnesses​​unto​​the​​formation​​of​​the​​heavens​​and​
​the​​earth,​​nor​​unto​​the​​creation​​of​​your​​own​​selves—never​​have​​We​​taken​
​the​​misguided,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​as​ ​helpers​ ​over​​all​ ​the​​worlds​
​entire.​ ​31​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Lay​​hold​​firmly​​upon​​the​​Knowledge​​We​
​have​​revealed​​unto​​you​​within​​this​​Book,​​that​​ye​​may​​be​​guided​​along​​the​
​Pathway,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​work​ ​may​ ​be​ ​rendered​​easy​​for​​you,​​and​​that​​ye​​be,​ ​by​
​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​ ​endowed​​with​​knowledge​​—​​32​​And​​that​​ye​​be,​ ​by​
​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Command​​of​​God,​​endowed​​with​​wisdom.​​33​​O​​devoted​
​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​ ​Vie​ ​ye​​with​​one​​another​​in​​goodly​​deeds​
​before​ ​the​ ​Báb—this​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Word​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​rendered​ ​Most​​Forbearing​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​34​​And​​expend​​ye​​in​
​the​​Pathway​​of​​God​​of​​that​​which​​your​​souls​​most​​cherish—erelong​​shall​
​ye​ ​discover,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​​with​​God,​​from​​your​​deeds,​ ​upon​​the​​Land​​of​
​Riḍwán,​ ​a​​most​​beauteous​​Kingdom.​​35​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​fashioned​​the​
​Gardens​ ​for​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​amongst​ ​you—for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​borne​ ​the​
​Testimony​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Signs​ ​of​ ​God​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Pathway​​of​​the​​Báb,​
​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​36​ ​Wherefore,​ ​two​ ​youths​ ​entered​ ​the​ ​prison​ ​with​
​Joseph—one​ ​bearing​ ​the​ ​fourfold​ ​form,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​other​​with​​the​​Light​​of​
​God,​​the​​threefold​​form—both​​had​​ever​​been​​nigh​​unto​​the​​Fire,​ ​written​
​down​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Word.​ ​37​ ​The​ ​former​ ​said,​ ​“Lo!​ ​I​ ​beheld​
​myself,​ ​pressing​​the​​Wine​​of​​the​​Manifestation​​into​​a​​Chalice​​of​​Pure​​Gold,​
​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him—verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​38​
​And​ ​the​ ​other​ ​said,​ ​with​ ​a​ ​notion​ ​of​ ​self-conceit,​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​beheld​ ​in​ ​a​
​dream​ ​a​ ​measure​ ​of​ ​bread​ ​that​ ​was​ ​indeed​ ​upon​ ​mine​ ​own​ ​head,​ ​from​
​which​​birds​​ate.​ ​Now​​tell​ ​me​​the​​interpretation—for​​I​ ​behold​​Thee​​amongst​
​the​ ​most​ ​capable​ ​of​ ​those​ ​endowed​ ​with​​knowledge​​of​​Expression​​.​ ​Verily,​ ​in​
​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​Thou​ ​art​ ​a​ ​doer​ ​of​ ​good,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth—​​a​
​Supreme​​Testimony​​before​​all.”​​39​​Lo!​​God​​hath​​preordained​​diverse​​visions​
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​for​ ​creation,​ ​those​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Sublime​ ​Realm​ ​recite​ ​their​​Book​​truthfully​​by​
​the​​Gate,​​and​​those​​of​​the​​prison​​recite​​their​​Book​​dishonestly—these​​shall​
​be​ ​uprooted​ ​from​​the​​earth,​​for​​the​​Decree​​hath​​been​​irrevocably​​ordained​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​40​​For​​each​​of​​them​​is​ ​an​​Expression​​within​​the​
​Most​​Great​​Book​​which​​shall​ ​never​ ​diverge.​​41​​That​​Judgment​​hath​​been​
​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​42​​Commemorate​​then​​the​
​Lord​ ​your​​God,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​and​​be​​ye​​wholly​​devoted​​unto​​Him​
​throughout​ ​the​ ​hours​ ​of​ ​the​ ​day​ ​and​ ​the​ ​watches​ ​of​ ​the​ ​night,​ ​in​ ​like​
​manner—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​most​ ​virtuous​ ​deeds,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​ ​God,​
​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​written​ ​down​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​ ​for​ ​whosoever​
​abideth within the vicinity of the Gate.​
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​38. Súrah of Fáṭimah, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​He​ ​said,​ ​“No​ ​sustenance​ ​shall​ ​come​ ​to​ ​either​ ​of​ ​you,​ ​wherewith​ ​ye​ ​are​
​provided,​​save​​that​​I​ ​shall​​inform​​you​​of​​its​​interpretation​​ere​​it​​cometh​​unto​
​you,​​from​​that​​which​​my​​Lord​​hath​​taught​​me.​​Verily,​​I​​have​​abandoned​​the​
​ways​​of​​the​​people​​who​​have​​no​​faith​​in​​God,​​and​​of​​those​​who​​have​​not​​faith​
​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come.”​ ​Ṭá-Há.​ ​3​ ​Invoke​ ​the​ ​Name​​of​​thy​​Lord—​​He​​beside​
​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him,​​the​​All-Knowing​​—for​​God​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​4​​O​​Most​​Splendorous​​Light​​of​​God!​
​Obey​ ​not​ ​the​​negligent,​ ​but​​leave​​them​​in​​their​​transgression—verily,​ ​the​
​Lord​​thy​​God​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​Knowledgeable​
​of​​them.​​5​​And​​follow​​that​​which​​thou​​hast​​been​​inspired​​with​​from​​thy​
​Lord—verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Aware​ ​of​ ​His​​faithful​​servants.​ ​6​​And​
​place​ ​thy​ ​trust​ ​wholly​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​thy​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​
​been,​​in​​very​​truth,​ ​Almighty​ ​and​​All-​​Powerful!​​7​​Sufficient​​is​​God​​to​​bear​
​witness​ ​and​ ​protect.​ ​8​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​
​Most​​Gracious,​​concerning​​the​​Day​​the​​Cause​​shall​ ​verily​​come​​unto​​you​
​from​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​upon​​the​​nethermost​​land,​​according​​to​​the​​Firm​
​Truth—and​​that​ ​right​​soon.​ ​9​​Should​​ye​​render​​assistance​​unto​​God,​​then​
​God​​is​ ​your​​Helper,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth—for​​verily,​​ye​​shall​​indeed​​stand​
​steadfast​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Path​ ​around​​the​​Fire,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​​truth.​​10​​But​​should​​ye​​have​​not​​faith,​​ye​​shall​​have​​a​​garment​​cut​​out​
​for​​you​​from​​the​​infernal​​fire​​of​​Hell—erelong,​​and​​God​​will​​judge​​against​
​you​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Fire,​ ​forever​ ​and​ ​ever.​ ​11​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​prepared​​cauldrons​​made​​from​​iron​​for​​those​​who​​reject​​faith,​​according​​to​
​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​
​Him​​—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​12​ ​And​
​whensoever​​they​​attempt​​to​​escape​​therefrom,​​they​​shall​ ​be​​returned,​​and​
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​God​ ​shall​ ​make​ ​them​ ​taste,​ ​through​ ​His​ ​divine​ ​Justice,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​terrible​
​torment,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​​of​ ​blazing​​fire.​ ​13​​Lo!​​God​​doeth​
​whatsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Grace,​ ​and​ ​He​ ​decreeth​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​for​
​whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth,​ ​according​ ​to​​the​​ordinances​​of​​the​​Book,​​for​​an​
​Appointed​ ​Term,​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​​the​​Báb.​​14​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​preferred​ ​the​ ​Home​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come​ ​for​ ​you,​
​while​​ye​​hanker​​for​​the​​life​​of​​this​​nethermost​​world.​​What​​aileth​​you,​​that​
​ye​​perceive​​not​​within​​your​​very​​own​​selves,​ ​that​​the​​Home​​in​​the​​time​​to​
​come​​is​ ​indeed​​the​​True​​Life​​with​​God,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​15​ ​Whosoever​ ​turneth​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​of​​Our​​devoted​​Servant—this​​Youth—after​​the​​Cause​​hath​
​come​ ​unto​ ​them​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​the​​most​​Exalted—and​​that​ ​right​​soon​​—​​16​
​And​ ​this​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth,​​which​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Mighty,​ ​according​​to​
​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth—​ ​17​ ​It​ ​is​ ​as​ ​if​ ​they​ ​have​ ​fallen​ ​from​ ​heaven​ ​and​ ​been​
​devoured​ ​by​ ​birds,​ ​or​ ​carried​ ​away​ ​by​ ​the​ ​winds​ ​unto​ ​a​ ​place​ ​which​​God​
​hath​ ​named​ ​the​ ​nethermost​ ​point​ ​within​ ​the​​Mother​​Book.​​18​​Say:​ ​“If​​ye​
​knew​ ​what​ ​We​ ​know​ ​from​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​never​ ​would​ ​ye​ ​choose​ ​for​
​yourselves​ ​save​ ​the​ ​Home​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come,​ ​wherein​​ye​​shall​​be​​adorned​
​with​​bracelets​ ​of​​gold​​and​​lustrous​​pearls,​​and​​ye​​shall​​have​​garments,​​by​​the​
​leave​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Glorious​ ​One,​​of​​woven​​silk.​​”​ ​19​​O​​people​​of​​the​​earth!​​Do​​ye​
​not​​know​​that​​God​​knoweth​​all​ ​that​​is​ ​in​​the​​heavens​​and​​upon​​the​​earth,​
​and​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Tablets​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​within​ ​this,​ ​your​
​Book,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​enshrined​​around​​the​​Gate.​​20​​Verily,​
​those​ ​who​ ​devote​​themselves​​to​​other​​than​​God​​shall​ ​never​​be​​capable​​of​
​exercising​ ​a​ ​lasting​ ​sovereignty​ ​over​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​21​
​And​​of​​knowledge​​there​​is​ ​naught​​for​​them—for​​never​​shall​​We​​decree​​for​
​the​ ​wrongdoers​ ​save​ ​the​ ​most​​severe​ ​fire​​of​​Hell.​ ​22​​Verily,​ ​those​​who​​call​
​upon​​aught​​beside​​Us​​possess​​naught​​but​ ​a​​morsel​​of​​power,​​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​23​ ​Thus​ ​hath​ ​the​ ​supplicant​ ​and​ ​the​ ​entreated​ ​been​
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​enfeebled,​ ​and​ ​they​ ​esteem​ ​not​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​as​ ​He​ ​ought​ ​to​ ​be​
​esteemed—while​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​are​ ​folded​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Hands​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
​Resurrection,​​and​​the​​earth,​​on​​that​​Day,​​shall​​be​​wholly​​within​​Our​​grasp,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​24​ ​Verily,​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Gracious,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​25​​O​​Inhabitants​​of​​the​
​City​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Arabs​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​it!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​completed​ ​His​ ​Proof​
​upon​​you.​​What​​aileth​​you,​​that​​ye​​rebel​​against​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​your​
​Creator,​ ​both​​within​​your​​inmost​​selves​​and​​openly,​ ​relying​​greatly​ ​upon​
​the​​machinations​​of​​Satan?​​26​​Will​ ​ye​​not​​fear​​God​​for​​the​​Day​​when​​the​
​Balance​​shall​ ​be​​firmly​​set​​before​​Us,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Most​​Exalted​
​Truth—​​a​​Balance​​most​​just​​and​​sure?​​27​​On​​that​​Day,​​the​​countenances​​of​
​the​ ​transgressors​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​darkened—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​naught​ ​for​
​them,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​save​ ​an​ ​all-encompassing​ ​Fire.​ ​28​
​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​given​​you​​life,​ ​then​​He​​causeth​​ye​​to​​die,​ ​then​​shall​ ​He​
​quicken​ ​you​ ​again.​ ​What​ ​aileth​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​ponder​ ​not​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Revelation​ ​of​​the​​Qur’án,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​along​​the​​pathways​​of​​the​
​Gate?​ ​29​ ​What​ ​aileth​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​ponder​ ​not​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​essential​
​interpretation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qur’án​ ​along​ ​the​ ​Pathway​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb?​ ​30​ ​Glorify​
​God—​​He​ ​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—within​​your​
​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​openly,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word​ ​from​ ​the​
​Báb—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been,​​through​​God,​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​
​the​ ​worlds.​ ​31​ ​O​ ​ye​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​The​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Light​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​
​greater​ ​claim​ ​over​​you​​than​​ye​​have​​over​​your​​own​​selves—for​​those​​who​
​share​ ​the​ ​womb​ ​have​ ​greater​ ​claim​ ​over​ ​each​ ​other​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​
​God,​ ​from​ ​aforetime.​ ​Be​ ​ye,​ ​then,​ ​content​ ​with​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​
​according​​to​​the​​Firm​​Truth.​​32​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​exacted​​Thy​​Covenant​​with​
​the​ ​Prophets,​ ​the​ ​Angels,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​entire.​ ​33​ ​Erelong​ ​and​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​exact​ ​from​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​upon​​His​​Most​
​Great​​Day,​ ​a​​most​​solemn​​Covenant,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Firm​​Truth.​​34​
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​And​​erelong​​shall​ ​We​​question​​the​​truthful​​concerning​​their​​truthfulness,​
​and​​bestow​​upon​​them,​​from​​God,​​a​​most​​bountiful​​recompense​​within​​the​
​Garden​​of​​Eternity.​ ​35​​Commemorate,​​O​​People​​of​​the​​East​​and​​West,​​the​
​blessings​​of​​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​By​​your​​Lord!​​The​​Truth​​hath​
​verily​​come​​unto​​you,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth—for​
​verily,​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book.​​36​​So​​await​​ye​​the​​Most​​Great​​Day​​of​​God,​​when​​sight​​will​
​have​ ​dimmed,​ ​and​ ​hearts​ ​reached​ ​the​ ​throats—then​ ​shall​ ​the​ ​heedless​
​contrive​​a​​lie​​against​​God,​​devoid​​of​​truth,​​an​​arrogant​​deceit​​indeed.​​37​​In​
​that​ ​hour​ ​shall​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​prove​ ​you,​ ​and​​by​​the​​Remembrance​
​shall​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​shaken​ ​with​ ​a​ ​mighty​ ​quake​ ​in​​the​​land​​of​​the​​Euphrates.​ ​38​
​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​have​ ​We​ ​appointed​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​a​ ​Soul​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​very​
​own​​Selves,​ ​and​ ​a​​mortal​​frame​ ​like​​unto​​Ours,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​unto​
​you,​ ​as​ ​Witness​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth.​ ​39​ ​Joseph​ ​said​​unto​​these​
​twain,​ ​“​​No​​sustenance​​shall​​come​​to​​either​​of​​you,​​wherewith​​ye​​are​​provided,​
​from​​God—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him—for​​God​
​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​​40​​“​​Save​​that​​I​​shall​​inform​​you​​of​​its​
​interpretation,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​​Gate,​ ​through​​the​​interpretation​​of​
​the​ ​Book—​​a​ ​discourse​ ​most​ ​wondrous,​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​within​ ​the​
​Concealed​ ​Mystery.​ ​41​ ​“​​Ere​ ​the​ ​Judgment​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​come​
​unto​​you​​from​​Him​​Who​​is​ ​at​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Gate,​ ​proceeding​​from​​the​
​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire—​​a​ ​marvel​ ​most​ ​wondrous​ ​indeed.​ ​42​ ​“That​​is​ ​what​​My​
​Lord​​hath​​taught​​Me,​​from​​the​​Tongue​​of​​Fáṭimah,​​the​​Pure,​​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth—​​for​ ​I​ ​have​ ​abandoned​ ​the​ ​ways​ ​of​​the​​people​​who​​have​​not​
​faith​ ​in​ ​God​ ​nor​ ​in​ ​His​ ​Signs—and​ ​who,​ ​concerning​​the​​Guardianship​​of​
​Fáṭimah​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​have​ ​been,​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​without​
​faith.​​”​
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​39. Súrah of Gratitude, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“I​​follow​​the​​way​​of​​my​​forefathers—Abraham,​​Isaac,​​and​​Jacob.​​It​​is​​not​​for​
​us​​to​​associate​​aught​​with​​God.​​That​​is​​the​​Grace​​of​​God​​upon​​the​​people​​and​
​us—but​ ​most​ ​of​ ​the​ ​people​ ​offer​ ​not​ ​gratitude.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​
​These​ ​are​ ​the​ ​Verses​​of​​the​​Book​​from​​the​​All-Wise,​ ​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​4​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​made​​this​​Book​​a​​Mercy​
​unto​ ​whosoever​ ​performeth​ ​righteous​ ​deeds​ ​for​ ​the​ ​nurture​ ​of​​their​​very​
​own​​soul.​ ​5​​Who​​turneth​​in​​repentance​​unto​​God,​​along​​the​​pathways​​of​
​the​​Gate—a​​turning​​upon​​the​​Great​​Circle,​ ​most​​clement,​ ​in​​praiseworthy​
​exaltation.​ ​6​​These​​have​​received​​guidance​​from​​their​​Lord,​​and​​these​​have​
​their​ ​place​ ​in​ ​Riḍwán,​ ​in​ ​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​for​​that​​which​​God​
​hath​ ​preordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​​.​ ​7​ ​Lo!​
​The​ ​heedless​ ​are​ ​those​ ​who​ ​purchase​ ​idle​ ​tales​ ​to​ ​lead​ ​the​ ​people​ ​astray​
​from​​the​​Pathway​​of​​God—these​​have​​not​​faith​​in​​God​​and​​His​​Signs,​​and​
​God​​hath​​prepared​​for​​them,​​in​​the​​time​​to​​come,​​a​​most​​afflictive​​torment,​
​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​8​​When​​Our​​Verses​​are​​recited​​unto​​those​​who​​know​
​Thee​​not,​ ​they​​wax​​proud​​as​​if​​they​​heard​​them​​not.​​Glorified​​be​​God,​​the​
​Most​​Exalted,​​the​​Most​​Mighty—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​
​except​ ​Him​​—as​ ​though​ ​God​ ​fashioned​ ​them,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​without​ ​a​ ​glimmer​​of​​sense.​ ​9​​Know​​that​​the​​Covenant​​of​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​​upon​​the​​Most​​Great​​Path,​​in​​very​​truth,​​the​​Most​​Mighty—​​upheld​
​at​ ​the​​Gate.​ ​10​​Erelong​​shall​ ​God​​question​​you​​concerning​​that​​which​​ye​
​have​ ​wrought​ ​within​ ​thine​ ​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​openly,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Path,​ ​in​
​very​​truth—for​​verily,​​the​​Judgment​​hath​​been​​irrevocably​​ordained​​within​
​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​11​ ​Say:​ ​“Who​ ​shall​ ​guard​ ​you​ ​against​ ​God,​ ​your​
​cherished​ ​Lord?”​ ​Nay,​ ​by​ ​thy​ ​Lord!​ ​They​ ​shall​ ​find​​for​​themselves,​ ​upon​
​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Judgment,​ ​neither​ ​Guardian​ ​nor​ ​Helper,​ ​apart​​from​​the​​One​
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​True​​God,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​12​​Indeed,​​the​​Most​​Gracious​​hath​​verily​
​decreed​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book,​ ​for​ ​your​ ​very​ ​own​ ​selves,​ ​the​ ​most​ ​excellent​
​exemplar​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​​unto​​whomsoever​​yearneth​​God​
​and​ ​for​​the​​Last​​Day—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​
​13​ ​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​remove​ ​your​​veils,​ ​then​​shall​ ​ye​​gaze​
​diligently​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Covenant,​ ​with​​His​
​very​​own​​Eye—upon​​the​​Most​​Great​​Word,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​
​14​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​willed​ ​the​​Most​​Great​​Word​​for​​the​​faithful—for​
​whomsoever​ ​God​​willeth​ ​faith​ ​and​ ​resignation​ ​unto​​Himself,​ ​as​​befitteth​
​the​ ​truth.​​15​​O​​People​​of​​the​​City!​​Commemorate​​God​​and​​glorify​​Him​
​along​ ​the​ ​Great​ ​Circle,​ ​morning​ ​and​ ​evening.​ ​16​ ​He​ ​it​ ​is​ ​Who​ ​sendeth​
​blessings​​upon​​you,​​and​​His​​Angels,​​that​​He​​may​​bring​​you​​forth​​from​​the​
​darkness​​into​​the​​Light—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Most​​Merciful​​unto​​the​
​faithful.​ ​17​ ​Their​ ​greeting,​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​
​through​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​shall​ ​be​ ​“Peace!”​​For​​verily,​​God​
​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​them,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​precinct​ ​of​ ​Riḍwán,​ ​the​ ​Most​​Noble​
​Companion,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​18​ ​Whensoever​ ​ye​ ​seek​ ​for​
​aught,​​ye​​shall​ ​indeed​​find​​it,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​and​​yours​
​shall​ ​be​ ​a​ ​station,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Garden,​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​been​
​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​19​ ​O​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​​Eye!​​Announce​
​Glad​​Tidings​​unto​​Our​​devoted​​servants,​​that​​they​​shall​​have,​​from​​God,​​a​
​Most​​Great​​Bounty.​​20​​And​​turn​​not​​unto​​the​​heedless​​amongst​​the​​people​
​of​​the​​earth,​​but​​leave​​them,​​and​​place​​Thy​​trust​​in​​God—for​​sufficient​​is​
​God​ ​as​ ​Knower​ ​and​ ​Witness​ ​of​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​servants.​ ​21​ ​O​ ​devoted​
​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​ ​Render​ ​thanks​ ​unto​ ​your​ ​Lord​ ​Who​
​fashioned​ ​you​ ​and​ ​those​ ​before​ ​you—ere​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​cometh​​when​​ye​​shall​
​have​​no​​power​​over​​your​​own​​souls,​​save​​by​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Judgment​​of​
​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—for​ ​He​ ​is​
​God,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​​things.​​22​​Whosoever​​rendereth​
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​thanks,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​but​ ​for​ ​their​ ​own​ ​souls​ ​they​ ​render​ ​thanks,​ ​and​ ​whosoever​
​rendereth​ ​not​ ​thanks—verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Self-Sufficient,​ ​above​ ​all​ ​the​
​worlds​ ​entire.​ ​23​​Have​​ye​​not​​considered​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth?​​They​
​were​ ​joined​ ​together,​ ​then​ ​We​ ​rent​ ​them​ ​asunder​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Word—for​​verily,​ ​We​​made​​all​​things​​from​​water,​​both​​the​​first​​life​​and​​the​
​return,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth.​​24​​O​​Faithful​​Ones,​ ​Follow​​ye​​Our​
​Light!​ ​For​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​commanded​ ​the​ ​Throne​ ​and​ ​heaven​ ​to​ ​implore​
​forgiveness​​for​​those​​who​​obey​​Us​​from​​the​​precinct​​of​​the​​Gate,​​through​
​the​​Most​​Great​​Word—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​
​25​ ​There​ ​is​ ​naught​ ​save​ ​that​ ​God​​hath​​placed​​its​ ​treasuries​​with​​Us,​​and​
​We,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​revealeth​ ​it​ ​unto​ ​whomsoever​ ​We​ ​will​ ​amongst​ ​the​
​devoted​​servants​​of​​God,​​Our​​Lord,​​as​​God​​willeth​​for​​them—for​​the​​Gift​
​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​Thy​ ​God,​ ​bestowed​ ​through​ ​Thee,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Most​
​Mighty​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​26​​Verily,​ ​the​​blessing​​of​​God​​from​​the​
​Báb​ ​upon​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book,​ ​Most​
​Mighty​ ​indeed.​​27​​Whosoever​​obeyeth​​the​​Remembrance​​amongst​​you,​​in​
​that​ ​wherewith​ ​I​ ​have​ ​commanded​ ​you,​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​been​ ​obedient​ ​unto​
​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​God​​hath​
​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​28​​But​​should​​ye​​disobey​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​dwelleth​ ​amidst​ ​you,​ ​then​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​in​
​opposition​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​who​ ​turn​ ​faithfully​ ​unto​ ​Him,​ ​ungrateful​ ​and​
​devoid​ ​of​ ​truth.​ ​29​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Rise​ ​ye​ ​at​ ​the​ ​early​ ​dawn​ ​unto​
​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him—​​prostrating​
​and​ ​standing​ ​up,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​30​​And​​let​​not​​this​​world​
​beguile​ ​you​ ​from​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​virtuous​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​earned​ ​for​ ​your​ ​own​
​selves—for​​I​​declare​​unto​​you,​​by​​the​​Truth,​​should​​ye​​turn​​away​​from​​this​
​Covenant​ ​of​ ​Ours,​ ​never​​shall​ ​your​​deeds​​avail​ ​you​​of​​aught,​​and​​ye​​shall​
​be​ ​amidst​​the​​blazing​​fire​​of​​Hell—​​decreed​ ​by​​the​​Most​​Mighty​​Word,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​31​ ​If​ ​ye​ ​but​ ​knew​ ​with​ ​the​ ​knowledge​ ​of​
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​certainty,​​truly​​ye​​would​​behold​​the​​blazing​​Fire​​through​​your​​deeds​​with​
​the​​eye​​of​​certainty—​​most​​certainly,​ ​according​​to​​the​​Most​​Certain​​Truth.​
​32​ ​Verily,​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​belongeth​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​​Faith,​​both​​aforetime​​and​
​thereafter—never​​shall​ ​God​​accept​​aught​​of​​your​​deeds​​save​​after​​ye​​render​
​assistance​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Faith,​ ​steadfastly,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​
​Ever-Abiding.​ ​33​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​​have​​announced​​Glad​​Tidings​​unto​​you​
​of​ ​the​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​Our​ ​Word—this​ ​Youth,​ ​Whom​ ​the​
​people​​refer​​unto,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​as​ ​‘Alí.​ ​34​​By​​God!​​He​​is​
​indeed​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​ ​you​​and​​above​​your​​assistance​​rendered—yet​
​should​​ye​​render​​assistance​​unto​​God,​​He​​will​​verily​​assist​​you,​​and​​ye​​will​
​be,​ ​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​ ​ever-triumphant.​ ​35​​So​​render​​thanks​
​unto​​God,​​and​​renounce​​not​​faith​​in​​God​​nor​​His​​Verses—verily​​He​​hath​
​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​36​​Lo,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​
​sought​​to​​prove​​the​​hearts​​of​​His​​devoted​​servants​​through​​this​​Book,​​and​
​should​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​truly​ ​sincere​ ​in​ ​your​ ​faith,​ ​then​ ​fear​ ​ye​​none​​save​​the​​Lord​
​your​ ​God—for​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​37​​By​
​your​​Lord!​​We​​shall​​surely​​arouse​​you,​​on​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​around​
​the​​Fire​​in​​the​​Land​​of​​Ingathering,​​and​​never​​shall​​ye​​find,​​on​​that​​Day,​​a​
​Helper​ ​other​ ​than​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Resolute​ ​Truth.​ ​38​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​we​ ​have​ ​interceded​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​are​
​obedient​​unto​​God,​​who​​approach​​Him​ ​prostrate​​before​​the​​Gate,​​bowing​
​unto​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​
​hath​​ever​​been​​Most​​Merciful​​with​​His​​devoted​​servants.​​39​​Yet​​never​​shall​
​the​ ​heedless​ ​be​ ​content​ ​with​ ​Thee​ ​unless​ ​Thou​ ​follow​ ​their​ ​way.​ ​Say:​
​“Verily,​ ​the​​Remnant​​of​​God​​is​​the​​true​​Guide,​​and​​verily​​I​​have​​abandoned​
​the​​ways​​of​​the​​people​​who​​have​​not​​faith​​in​​Him,​​and​​follow​​not​​the​​Way​​of​
​Abraham,​ ​Isaac,​ ​and​ ​Jacob.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​not​ ​for​ ​me​ ​to​ ​associate​ ​aught​ ​with​
​God—​​that​​is​ ​from​​the​​Grace​​of​​God​​upon​​me,​​but​​God​​hath​​not​​preordained​
​for​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​from​ ​His​ ​Grace,​ ​but​ ​a​ ​single​ ​thread​ ​of​ ​a​ ​date-stone,​ ​in​
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​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.”​ ​40​ ​But​​most​​of​​the​​people​​offer​​not​​gratitude​​for​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​not​ ​even​ ​a​ ​whit.​ ​41​ ​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​intended​ ​from​ ​Abraham,​ ​Muḥammad;​ ​from​ ​Isaac,​ ​‘Alí;​ ​and​
​from​​Jacob,​​Ḥusayn.​​I​​speak​​not​​save​​by​​their​​leave,​​for​​I​​am​​naught​​before​
​them​​but​​the​​shadow​​before​​the​​sun.​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​chosen​​me​​from​
​amongst​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​servants​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​my​ ​response,​ ​for​ ​their​
​sakes.​ ​By​ ​Thy​ ​Lord!​ ​When​ ​God​ ​declared​ ​whatsoever​ ​He​ ​willed,​ ​Thou​
​didst​ ​precede​ ​them​ ​in​ ​responding​ ​unto​ ​Us—for​​that​​We​​did​​verily​​grant​
​unto​​Thee​​a​​Kingdom.​​So​​grant​​amnesty​​unto​​whomsoever​​Thou​​wilt​​and​
​turn​​away​​whomsoever​​We​​will,​​for​​Thou​​yearneth​​for​​naught​​save​​by​​Our​
​leave.​ ​And​​verily,​ ​We​​shall​ ​ever​​be​ ​a​​Protector​ ​over​​Thee,​​in​​very​​truth.​​42​
​For​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​that​ ​which​​God​​hath​
​preordained within the Mother Book,​​a Witness​​unto​​Thee.​
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​40. Súrah of Humanity, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​O​ ​my​ ​Twain​ ​Companions​ ​of​ ​the​​Prison!​​Are​​various​​lords​​better—or​​God,​
​the​ ​One,​ ​the​ ​Supreme?​ ​Ṭá-Há.​ ​3​ ​A​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​
​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—through​​that​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Gate,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth—verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​4​ ​He​ ​it​ ​is​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​a​ ​Book​ ​upon​
​parchment,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​may​​be​​informed—yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​5​​Did​​We​​not​​fashion​​you​​when​​ye​​were​​but​
​dust?​ ​Did​ ​We​ ​not​ ​grant​ ​you​ ​life​ ​after​ ​your​ ​death​ ​while​ ​ye​ ​were,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​as​ ​the​ ​dead​ ​above​ ​the​​earth?​​6​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​
​have​​sent​​down​​water​​from​​heaven—​​a​​pure​​sprinkling​​from​​that​​sea.​​7​​Lo,​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​decreed​​for​​you​​through​​this​​Book​ ​a​​Judgment​​,​​unlike​​any​
​We​ ​have​ ​rendered​ ​aforetime—for​ ​ye​ ​have,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​​Grace​​of​
​God,​ ​responded​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Resolute​ ​Remembrance​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Gate,​
​heralded​ ​and​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​8​ ​O​ ​Company​ ​of​
​Adherents!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​Our​ ​Cause​ ​through​ ​the​
​Most​​Great​​Remembrance​​of​​God—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​Mighty​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​from​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire.​​9​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​
​appointed​ ​Him​ ​the​ ​Pole-Star,​ ​Whose​ ​Knowledge​ ​the​ ​erudite​ ​cannot​
​encompass,​ ​and​ ​Whose​ ​Cause​ ​even​ ​those​ ​nearest​ ​cannot​
​comprehend—for​​the​​Cause​​hath​​ever​​been​​from​​God​​regarding​​Him,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​
​10​​And​​ye​​shall​ ​never​​attain​​unto​​the​​Knowledge​​of​​the​​Book,​​not​​even​​a​
​single​​Letter​​thereof—for​​the​​Truth​​is​​the​​Straight​​Path,​​decreed​​within​​the​
​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​traversed​ ​by​ ​the​ ​wayfarers​ ​unto​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​in​ ​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​11​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​reared​​you​​like​​unto​​the​​nation​​of​
​those​ ​who​​passed​​away​​before​​you—never​​shall​ ​ye​​find​ ​any​​variance​ ​with​
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​the​ ​ordinances​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​12​
​Never​​shall​ ​ye​​comprehend​​the​​Truth​​save​​by​​this​​Most​​Great​​Truth—for​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​appointed​​Him​ ​the​​Supreme​​Testimony​ ​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book,​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​13​ ​Verily,​ ​this​ ​is​ ​of​ ​that​ ​with​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​
​inspired​​Thee,​ ​a​​confirmation​ ​unto​​the​​Twain​​Gates​​upon​​the​​True​​Word,​
​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Name​ ​of​ ​God​
​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.​​14​​So​​celebrate​
​with​​the​​praise​​of​​Thy​​Lord,​​and​​beseech​​God​​to​​forgive​​the​​faithful—for​
​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Oft-Returning,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​and​
​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​unto​​the​​faithful.​ ​15​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​revealed​​this​​Book​
​upon​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​that​ ​He​ ​might​ ​be​ ​a​ ​Warner​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​the​
​worlds.​ ​16​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​appointed​​Him,​​in​​very​​truth,​ ​a​​Clear​​and​
​Manifest​ ​Sovereignty,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God.​ ​17​ ​God​ ​hath​
​verily​ ​willed​ ​that​ ​He​ ​seize​ ​the​ ​terrible​ ​ones​ ​with​ ​a​ ​mighty​ ​grasp,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth.​​18​​Do​​the​​people​​reckon​​that​​they​​surpass​​Us​
​in​ ​aught?​ ​Assuredly​ ​not!​ ​19​ ​For​ ​that​ ​matter​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained​ ​through​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​20​​Lo,​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​indeed​​purposed​​to​​destroy​​the​​people,​​according​​to​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​
​through​ ​that​ ​Gate,​ ​entire​​—​ ​21​ ​Save​ ​those​ ​who​ ​repent​ ​and​ ​turn​ ​unto​
​God—for​​verily,​ ​through​​that​​Gate,​ ​they​​are​ ​recorded​ ​amongst​​the​​people​
​of​​the​​Return.​​22​​O​​People!​​Hath​​not​​the​​tidings​​of​​those​​made​​Mighty​​by​
​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Truth​​reached​​you?​​23​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​did​​send​​unto​​you​
​this​ ​requisite​​human​​—​​perfect​ ​in​​form​​and​​nature​​—in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​​24​​Know​​ye​​that​​God​​fashioned​​you​​not,​ ​nor​​raised​​you,​​save​​for​​a​
​Sovereignty​ ​which​ ​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Mighty​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​25​​O​
​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​Turn​​ye​​unto​​your​​Creator,​​Who​
​hath​ ​verily​ ​fashioned​ ​you​ ​and​ ​endowed​ ​you​ ​with​ ​a​​sociable​​nature​ ​upon​
​the​ ​Temple​ ​of​ ​divine​ ​Communion.​ ​26​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​appointed​ ​Our​
​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​over​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth—​​a​
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​radiant​ ​sun.​ ​27​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Be​​ye​​the​​choicest​​of​​helpers​
​unto​ ​this​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant—​​Praiseworthy,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth.​ ​28​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​endowed​ ​Him​ ​with​ ​Wisdom​ ​through​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book.​​29​​O​​People!​​Acquire​​ye​​the​​Light​​of​​God,​​which​​He​​hath​
​placed​ ​amongst​​you,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​a​​shining​​moon​​—​​30​
​That​ ​ye​ ​might​ ​know​ ​the​ ​count​ ​of​ ​years​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Reckoning,​ ​and​
​whatsoever​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​preordained​ ​therein​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Decree​​of​​the​​Báb—​​in​
​due​ ​measure.​ ​31​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​​have​​purposed​​through​​this​​Book,​​by​​the​
​Command​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​a​​Mystery​ ​concerning​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​Báb,​​through​
​the​​Point​​of​​Fire,​ ​secluded​ ​from​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​​32​​O​​People!​​Write​​ye​​what​
​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​night​ ​and​ ​day,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Tongue​ ​of​ ​the​
​Báb—this​​Arabian​​Youth​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​from​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire,​
​upon​ ​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​enthralled​ ​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation,​ ​as​
​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​33​​What​​aileth​​you?​​How​​can​​ye​​renounce​​faith​​in​​the​
​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​ ​both​ ​within​ ​thine​ ​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​openly,​ ​devoid​ ​of​
​truth?​ ​34​ ​Did​ ​We​ ​not​ ​fashion​ ​you​ ​from​ ​a​ ​timid​ ​fluid?​ ​35​ ​Did​ ​We​ ​not​
​guard​ ​you​ ​in​ ​the​ ​wombs​ ​of​ ​your​ ​mothers,​ ​while​ ​ye​ ​were​ ​incapable​ ​of​
​aught,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth?​​36​​Did​​We​​not​​bring​​you​​forth​​from​
​the​ ​wombs​ ​of​ ​your​ ​mothers,​ ​then​ ​provide​ ​for​ ​you,​ ​then​ ​cause​ ​you​ ​to​
​die—then,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​raise​​you​​unto​ ​another​​life​ ​through​​that​
​Gate?​​37​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​the​​Fire​​which​​God​​hath​​prepared​​for​​you—for​
​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​a​ ​Comforter​ ​on​ ​that​ ​Day​ ​other​ ​than​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​most​
​Exalted.​​38​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Will​ ​ye​​not​​ponder​​this​​Book​​of​​which​
​there​ ​is​ ​no​ ​doubt?​ ​Had​ ​it​ ​been​ ​revealed​ ​from​ ​other​ ​than​ ​the​
​Remembrance,​​surely​​ye​​would​​have​​found​​much​​discrepancy​​within​​it.​​39​
​Verily,​​were​​it​​Our​​will,​​We​​would​​reveal​​a​​single​​Verse​​to​​signify​​the​​Sign​​of​
​the​ ​Cause—for​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​assuredly​ ​knoweth​ ​that​ ​which​ ​He​
​revealeth​​through​​the​​Decree,​ ​while​​ye​​know,​​in​​very​​truth,​ ​naught​ ​of​​the​
​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book.​​40​​God​​hath​​verily​​revealed​​it​ ​upon​​Thy​​Heart,​
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​and​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Spirit,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​as​​Protector​​—for​​He​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​41​ ​O​ ​Inmates​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prison!​ ​Are​ ​various​
​gates​ ​better,​ ​or​ ​the​ ​Gate​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​One,​ ​the​ ​Supreme​​,​ ​He​ ​Who​ ​is​
​peerless?​​42​​Verily,​ ​ye​​and​​whatsoever​​ye​​are​​devoted​​unto​​other​​than​​God​
​are​ ​but​ ​stars​ ​encircling​ ​the​ ​infernal​ ​fire​ ​of​ ​Hell​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​
​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​that​ ​Decree​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​chronicled​ ​before​ ​Us,​ ​as​
​befitteth the truth,​​inscribed​​around the Fire.​
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​41. Súrah of the Book, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​Ye​ ​serve​ ​naught​ ​beside​ ​Him​ ​but​​names​​which​​ye​​and​​your​​forefathers​​have​
​contrived—names​ ​for​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​no​ ​authority.​ ​Verily,​ ​the​
​Judgment​​belongeth​​unto​​none​​but​​God!​​He​​commandeth​​that​​ye​​serve​​none​
​but​ ​Him​ ​with​ ​all​ ​your​ ​heart.​ ​That​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Upright​ ​Faith,​ ​but​ ​most​ ​people​
​know​​it​ ​not.​ ​Káf-Há-Yá-‘Ayn-​​Ṣ​​ád.​​4​​O​​Concourse​​of​​Lights!​​Hearken​​unto​
​My​ ​Call​ ​in​ ​this​ ​Sacred​ ​Month—this​ ​Month​ ​of​ ​Rama​​ḍ​​án​ ​wherein​ ​the​
​Qur’án​​was​​revealed,​ ​“Lo,​​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​God​​—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​
​Me!”​​God​​hath​​verily​​inspired​​Me​​during​​the​​Night​​of​​Power,​​“There​​is​​not​
​a​​single​​Letter​​of​​this​ ​Book​​that​​shall​​be​​impressed​​upon​​any​​soul,​​nor​​uttered​
​upon​​pure​​lips,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​during​​this​​Most​​Great​​Month—or​​even​​in​​the​
​twain​ ​mighty​ ​months​ ​ere​ ​it—save​ ​that​ ​I​ ​have​ ​assuredly​ ​bode​ ​Riḍwán​ ​for​
​them,​​that​​they​​may​​know​​that​​God​​is​​the​​True​​One,​​and​​His​​Word​​the​​Most​
​Mighty​ ​Mystery—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​5​ ​So​
​recite​​whatsoever​​hath​​been​​made​​easy​​for​​you​​of​​this​​Qur’án,​​morning​​and​
​evening.​ ​6​ ​And​ ​chant​ ​ye​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​​of​​God,​​the​​Everlasting,​
​with​​the​​most​​sweet​​melody​​of​​that​​Bird,​​warbling​​a​​hymn​​in​​the​​midmost​
​heaven.​​7​​And​​verily,​ ​this​​is​ ​the​​Remembrance​​for​​whomsoever​​willeth​​to​
​take​​unto​​the​​Lord​​their​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​a​​Path​​along​​the​​Straight​
​Way.​ ​8​ ​None​ ​hath​ ​judged​ ​by​ ​aught​ ​other​ ​than​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​
​revealed​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book—the​ ​Furqán​ ​and​ ​this​ ​Book—save​ ​that​​indeed​
​they​​have​​been​ ​recorded​ ​by​​God​​amongst​​the​​people​​without​​faith.​​9​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​decreed​​upon​​whoso​​rejecteth​​faith​ ​a​​recompense​ ​for​​their​
​judgment—within​ ​the​ ​fierce​ ​fire​ ​of​ ​infernal​ ​Hell,​ ​in​ ​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​ ​10​ ​Whosoever​ ​altereth​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​to​ ​another​ ​letter,​ ​whether​
​from​ ​the​ ​Furqán​​or​​this​​Book,​​hath​​verily​​rejected​​faith​​in​​the​​Lord​​their​
​God,​ ​and​​never​​shall​ ​God​​accept​​aught​​of​​their​​deeds—for​​their​​refuge​​is​
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​the​​Fire,​ ​according​​to​​the​ ​immutable​ ​Decree​​of​​the​​Book.​​11​​Verily,​​those​
​who​ ​conceal​ ​even​ ​a​ ​portion​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Book​ ​shall​ ​be​
​consumed​ ​by​ ​the​​Fire—We​​shall​ ​neither​​look​​upon​​them​​nor​​speak​​unto​
​them—and​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​
​them—within​​the​​lowest​​depths​​of​​the​​Ark—​​a​​most​​painful​​and​​afflictive​
​torment,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Justice.​ ​12​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​enjoined​
​upon​ ​you​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​touch​ ​not​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Book​​save​​with​​the​​Most​
​Great​ ​Purity—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​forbidden​ ​it​ ​unto​​all​ ​who​​reject​​faith​
​entire.​ ​13​ ​And​ ​Whosoever​ ​judgeth​ ​by​ ​aught​ ​other​ ​than​ ​what​ ​God​ ​hath​
​revealed​​within​​His​​Book​​hath​​verily​​been​​gathered​​by​​God​​within​​the​​very​
​heart​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​14​ ​So​ ​let​ ​your​ ​souls​ ​be​ ​at​ ​rest​ ​for​ ​what​ ​God​ ​hath​
​shrouded​ ​for​ ​you​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book—for​ ​ye​ ​know​ ​naught​ ​of​ ​the​
​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​save​​some​ ​portion​ ​of​​some​ ​isolated​ ​Letters.​ ​15​​O​
​Faithful​​Ones!​​When​​ye​​hear​​the​​Book​​of​​God​​recited,​​hearken​​unto​​it​​in​
​silence—for​​verily,​ ​that​​is​ ​the​​Decree​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​irrevocably​
​ordained​ ​by​ ​God.​ ​16​ ​And​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find,​ ​for​ ​Our​ ​ordinances,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​any​ ​variance.​ ​17​​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Touch​​not​
​the​​pages​​of​​the​​Book​​save​​after​​purification—and​​be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​
​O​ ​devoted​ ​servants​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​that​ ​ye,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​be​ ​recorded​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​amongst​​those​​who​​encompass​​the​​very​​Point​​of​
​the​​Fire.​ ​18​​Verily,​ ​this​​Book​​guideth​​unto​​that​​which​​is​​Most​​Upright,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth—yet​ ​it​ ​increaseth​ ​not​ ​the​
​wrongdoers,​ ​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​save​​in​​loss.​​19​​O​
​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​concerning​
​the​ ​alteration​​of​​even​ ​a​​single​​Letter​ ​of​​this​​Book—from​​that​​which​​God​
​hath​ ​revealed​ ​therein,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​unto​ ​another​​letter—for​​verily,​ ​God​
​hath​ ​decreed​ ​for​ ​whosoever​ ​attempted​ ​such,​ ​within​ ​the​​Mother​​Book,​ ​a​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Fire​ ​indeed.​ ​20​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​within​ ​this​
​Book​​of​​yours,​ ​through​​its​​Most​​Outstanding​​Letters,​​the​​Most​​Prominent​
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​Standards​ ​of​​the​​Book.​​21​​And​​amongst​​those​​outstanding​​spaces​​within​
​this​ ​Book—which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​preordained​ ​therein—are​ ​the​ ​places​ ​of​ ​rest​
​and​ ​assimilation,​ ​along​ ​the​ ​pathways​ ​of​ ​those​ ​stations​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​
​enjoined​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​the​
​Báb.​​22​​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Chant​​ye​​the​​Verses​​of​​God​​within​​that​​Book,​​in​
​accord​ ​with​ ​the​​eloquence​​of​​the​​people​​of​​Hijáz,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth,​​in​​free​ ​rhythmic​​tones.​ ​23​​And​​recite​​whatsoever​​God​​hath​​revealed​
​amongst​ ​you,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​most​ ​praiseworthy​
​Tongue​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb.​ ​24​ ​And​ ​take​ ​this​ ​Judgment​ ​of​ ​the​ ​essential​
​interpretation​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Servant—if​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​indeed​ ​faithful​
​unto​​God​​and​​His​​Verses,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​from​​the​​Tongue​
​of​ ​the​ ​Báb.​ ​25​ ​So​ ​recite​ ​whatsoever​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​made​​easy​​for​​you​​of​​this​
​Book,​ ​and​ ​endeavor​ ​for​ ​its​ ​reward​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​your​ ​own​ ​souls—for​
​verily,​ ​God​​shall​ ​never​​diminish​​the​​reward​​of​​those​​who​​act,​ ​even​​should​
​they​​do​​aught​​but​ ​a​​whit​ ​of​​the​​Truth,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​26​​And​​race​
​unto​ ​God,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​recitation​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​love​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb,​
​beseeching​​God​​for​​forgiveness​​throughout​​the​​watches​​of​​the​​night​​and​​at​
​the​ ​ends​ ​of​ ​the​ ​day!​ ​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​fulfill​ ​your​ ​Rights​ ​which​ ​no​
​knowledge​ ​encompasseth—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​
​things.​ ​27​​O​​Assemblage​​of​​Jinn​​and​​Human!​​Should​​ye​​be​​able,​​follow​​ye​
​this​​Most​​Great​​Light​​of​​God​​and​​have​​faith​​in​​what​​the​​faithful​​have​​faith​
​in,​ ​otherwise​ ​ye​ ​yourselves​ ​will​ ​have​ ​rejected​​faith​​in​​the​​True​​Lord​​your​
​God—and​​verily​​ye​​shall,​​devoid​​of​​any​​truth,​​dwell​​within​​the​​nethermost​
​region​ ​with​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​far​ ​removed​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​
​Book.​ ​28​ ​If​ ​ye​ ​fail​ ​to​ ​act—and​ ​verily,​ ​ye​​shall​ ​not—after​​your​​souls​​have​
​been​​fully​​assured,​​while​​they​​imitate​​the​​deeds​​of​​your​​mighty​​ones​​of​​old,​
​God​​will​ ​exalt​​the​​Signs​​of​​His​​Power​​from​​that​​Gate​​above​​the​​people​​of​
​the​ ​earth​ ​and​ ​the​​heavens,​​with​ ​Great​​Might.​ ​29​​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Is​ ​not​
​this​​Book​​sufficient​​for​​you​​as​ ​a​​Proof​ ​from​​God​​over​​you?​​How​​then​​do​
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​ye​​have​​faith​​in​​Muḥammad​​by​​the​​unseen​​through​​His​​Book?​​By​​the​​One​
​True​ ​God!​​Were​​all​ ​the​​people​​of​​the​​earth​​and​​heaven​​to​​gather​​together​
​to​​bring​​forth​​the​​like​​of​​even​​a​​single​​Letter​​thereof,​ ​never​​could​​they​​do​
​so—even​​were​​We​​to​​aid​​them​​with​​seven​​of​​their​​like.​ ​What!​​Is​​there​​any​
​beside​ ​God​ ​who​ ​hath​ ​power​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things?​ ​30​ ​O​ ​Concourse​ ​of​​Lights!​
​Hearken​ ​unto​ ​My​ ​call​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​“Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​
​God—there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Me!​ ​Recite​ ​ye​ ​from​ ​that​​Most​​Great​
​Book​​as​​much​​as​​ye​​are​​able—for​​I​​have​​commanded​​the​​Pen​​to​​inscribe​​upon​
​the​ ​Preserved​ ​Tablet,​ ​for​ ​whoso​ ​chanteth​​a​​single​​Letter​​thereof,​ ​as​​befitteth​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Kingdom​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Paradise,​
​wherein​ ​are​​countless​ ​blessings​​and​​Trees​​that​​yield​​delightful​​Fruits,​ ​by​​the​
​leave​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God.​​Whosoever​​tasteth​​thereof​​shall​​taste​​the​​sweetness​
​of​ ​Eternity​ ​within​ ​its​ ​Fruit.​ ​That​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Bounty​ ​of​ ​God​ ​upon​
​those​ ​who​ ​chant​ ​His​ ​Book—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​
​things.”​ ​31​ ​O​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​call​ ​from​​the​​Herald​
​within​ ​Thine​ ​inmost​ ​Self,​ ​“Lo,​​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​God—there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​
​except​​Me!”​ ​Say:​ ​“I​​am​​the​​Sacred​​House​​and​​the​​True​​Date​​within​​the​​Book​
​of​​God,​​which​​is​ ​the​​Tenth​​of​​the​​Sacred​​Month​​of​​‘Áshúra.​​Whoso​​honoreth​
​the​ ​Month​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Book—which,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth,​ ​hath​
​been​ ​revealed​ ​for​ ​My​ ​sake—or​ ​chanteth​ ​even​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​thereof​ ​from​
​amongst​ ​its​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Letters,​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​shall​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​ ​His​
​Angels,​ ​and​ ​those​ ​endowed​ ​with​ ​knowledge​ ​amongst​ ​His​ ​creation,​ ​shower​
​blessings​ ​without​ ​end.​ ​Lo!​ ​That​​verily​​is​ ​the​​Most​​Renowned​​Grace​​of​​God​
​revealed​ ​in​ ​the​ ​First​ ​Line,​ ​prepared​​by​​God​​for​​the​​sincere​​amongst​​you,​​in​
​very​​truth—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​​been​​extant.​​”​
​32​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​Effacement!​ ​Hearken​ ​unto​ ​My​ ​Call​ ​from​ ​this​ ​Arabian​
​Youth,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​spoken​ ​upon​ ​Mount​ ​Sinai,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​​of​​God,​​unto​
​Moses!​ ​For​​verily,​​the​​Torah​​was​​a​​Revelation​​from​​God​​unto​​Him,​​in​​very​
​truth—for​ ​indeed,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Mighty​ ​within​​the​​Mother​
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​Book.​​33​​He​​pointed​​with​​Our​​Hands​​unto​​Jesus—verily,​​the​​Gospel​​was​
​revealed​​from​​heaven​​into​​His​​bosom,​​unto​​His​​Soul.​​Then​​did​​God​​exalt​
​Him​​unto​​heaven,​​to​​remain​​until​ ​the​​Promised​​Day—when​​the​​Mystery​
​of​ ​the​ ​Sealed​ ​Scroll​ ​shall​ ​be​​loosed,​​and​​its​ ​Seal​​broken​​within​​the​​Sacred​
​Sanctuary,​ ​by​​the​​Tongue​​of​​the​​Proof​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​concerning​
​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​proceeding​ ​from​ ​Muḥammad,​ ​the​
​Arabian​ ​Prophet—​​a​ ​fresh​ ​delight​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​deft-moving​​Pen—for​​verily,​
​the​ ​Mystery​ ​concerning​​that​​Day​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​recorded​ ​in​​the​​Presence​
​of​​the​​Báb.​​34​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Say:​ ​“I​​have​​verily​​read​​aloud,​​by​​the​
​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​every​ ​Line​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Sealed​ ​Scroll,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​whereon​ ​My​
​Grandfather​ ​Muḥammad​ ​inscribed​ ​it​ ​with​ ​His​ ​very​ ​own​ ​Hands—and​
​never​ ​have​ ​I​ ​acted​ ​nor​ ​decreed​ ​save​ ​by​ ​what​ ​is​ ​written​ ​therein,​ ​along​ ​the​
​Upraised​​Line​​within​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire!​​It​​is​​naught​​but​​the​​Mystery​​of​​a​
​single​ ​Line​ ​of​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word—and​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​
​One—there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him—for​​He​​is​​God,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Sublime,​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​indeed.”​ ​34​ ​O​ ​Concourse​ ​of​​Lights!​ ​Hearken​​unto​
​the​​Call​ ​of​​God​​from​​the​​very​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire,​​“God—there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​​except​​Him—hath​​verily​​forbidden,​​upon​​Mount​​Sinai,​​the​​use​​of​​black​
​ink​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Praiseworthy​ ​Gate,​ ​and​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​bade​ ​the​ ​Pen​ ​that​ ​it​
​transcribe​ ​not​ ​therewith,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​station​ ​of​ ​utter​ ​servitude,​ ​that​ ​Book.​
​Whatsoever​ ​ink​ ​God​ ​causeth​ ​to​ ​flow​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Pen​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Gate​ ​shall​ ​be​
​inscribed​ ​upon​ ​Tablets​ ​cut,​ ​trimmed,​ ​and​ ​gilded—white​ ​and​
​luminous—written​ ​with​ ​ink​ ​of​ ​purest​ ​gold,​​in​​hues​​of​​amber​​and​​crimson.​
​Verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Self-Sufficient—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​36​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Say​​unto​​the​​faithful​
​who​​are​​unable​​to​​write​​with​​golden​​ink,​​that​​they​​may​​write​​with​​white​​or​
​crimson​​ink—and​​if,​ ​after​​earnest​​striving,​​they​​find​​it​​not,​​then​​green​​ink​
​after​ ​amber—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​loveth​ ​for​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​most​
​beloved​​unto​​His​​Remembrance.​​For​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​hath​​ever​
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​been​ ​Aware​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​ye​ ​do.​ ​37​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​unto​
​Thee,​ ​together​ ​with​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​the​ ​Hidden​ ​Scroll,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​may​
​chant​ ​its​ ​supplications​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​watches​ ​of​ ​the​ ​night​ ​and​ ​at​ ​the​
​ends​​of​​the​​day,​​and​​that​​they​​may​​learn,​​through​​its​​Sublime​​Stations,​​the​
​pathways​​of​​their​​servitude​​before​​God​​along​​the​​Path​​of​​this​​Most​​Great​
​Gate—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Proof​ ​thereof​ ​is​ ​from​ ​God​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Remembrance.​ ​Therefore,​ ​remain​ ​steadfast​ ​at​ ​this​ ​Gate​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Great​ ​Garden​ ​of​ ​Paradise,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​and​ ​act​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​
​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​behold​ ​your​ ​deeds​ ​treasured​ ​and​ ​safeguarded​ ​with​​God,​
​your​​cherished​​Lord.​​38​​And​​when​​the​​Qur’án​​is​​recited,​​hearken​​unto​​the​
​Lord​ ​your​​God​​in​​silence,​​and​​commemorate​​Him​​within​​your​​very​​own​
​selves,​ ​with​ ​reverent​ ​awe​ ​and​ ​solemn​ ​reflection,​ ​without​ ​raising​ ​your​
​voice—that​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be​ ​numbered​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​​of​​Truth​​amongst​​the​
​Company​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb.​ ​39​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​the​ ​Book—this​
​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qur’án—concerning​ ​the​ ​Concealed​ ​Mystery​ ​inscribed​
​above​ ​the​ ​Mystery,​ ​and​ ​none​ ​hath​ ​vainly​ ​imagined​ ​that​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​
​thereof​ ​altereth​ ​the​​Qur’án​​save​​that​​they​​have​​rejected​​faith​​in​​God—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​revealed​ ​it​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Eternal​ ​Power​ ​upon​ ​His​ ​Most​
​Wondrous​ ​Remembrance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Wondrous​
​Truth—​​wondrous​ ​indeed.​ ​40​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​
​Did​ ​I​ ​not​ ​covenant​ ​with​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​call​ ​not​ ​upon​ ​God,​ ​your​​Creator,​
​with​ ​names​ ​ye​ ​have​​contrived,​​for​​which​​God​​hath​​revealed​​no​​authority​
​within​​His​​Book?​​Verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​of​​God​​upon​​you​​is​ ​certain—that​​ye​
​hearken​ ​unto​ ​none​ ​but​ ​Him,​ ​and​ ​serve​ ​Him​ ​with​ ​all​ ​thine​ ​heart,​ ​with​
​absolute​​sincerity​ ​unto​​God,​​along​​the​​Pathway​​of​​this​​Gate.​​41​​Such​​is​​the​
​Firm​ ​Faith​ ​of​ ​God​ ​with​ ​Thy​​Lord—but​​most​​amongst​​the​​people​​know​
​naught​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​save​ ​a​ ​mere​ ​glimmer​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​
​Letter​ ​thereof.​ ​42​​And​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Prison!​​Make​​no​​division​​between​
​the​​people​​and​​between​​your​​own​​selves​​through​​your​​corrupt​​inclinations​
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​wrought​​by​​Satan—for,​​by​​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​is​ ​verily​ ​the​ ​truth​​from​​God,​​and​​Satan​​hath​​ever​
​been​​a clear​​and​​avowed enemy​​unto you.​
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​42. Súrah of the Covenant, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“O​ ​my​ ​Twain​ ​Companions​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prison!​ ​As​ ​for​ ​one​ ​of​ ​you,​ ​he​​shall​​pour​
​wine​​for​​their​​Lord​​to​​drink—but​​as​​for​​the​​other,​ ​he​​shall​​be​​crucified,​​and​
​the​​birds​​shall​​feast​​from​​his​ ​head.​​Thus​​hath​​the​​matter​​wherewith​​ye​​have​
​sought​ ​judgment​ ​been​ ​determined.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​ ​God​ ​hath​
​verily​​revealed​​the​​Book​​from​​His​​very​​own​​Self,​​that​​the​​people​​may​​come​
​to​​know​​the​​Truth​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​through​​the​​Remembrance—for​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​4​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​
​revealed​ ​this​ ​Book​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​might​ ​commemorate​ ​Our​ ​Verses​
​through​ ​that​ ​Gate,​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​5​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​Thy​ ​Lord​ ​hath​ ​indeed​
​inspired​ ​Thee​​with​​the​​Most​​Great​​Covenant​​of​​God—so​​proclaim​​unto​
​all​ ​the​​worlds​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Most​​Great​​Gate​​within​​this​​Word,​​by​​the​
​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​entire.​ ​6​ ​What​ ​aileth​​you?​​How​​can​​you​​reject​
​faith​​in​​God,​​within​​your​​inmost​​selves​​and​​openly,​​through​​the​​manifold​
​delusions​ ​of​ ​Satan?​ ​7​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​placed​ ​between​ ​Thee​ ​and​
​between​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​not​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Verses​ ​an​ ​inscrutable​ ​veil​​,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​8​​Say:​ ​“Have​​We​​not​​portended​​unto​​you,​​from​
​the​​Book​​of​​God,​​a​​new​​and​​wondrous​​creation?​​”​ ​9​​Behold​​how​​the​​people​
​disparage​ ​Our​ ​Verses​ ​after​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​taught​​them​​through​​that​​Book,​​of​
​Our​ ​manifold​ ​Proofs,​ ​in​ ​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​10​​And​​verily,​ ​those​
​who,​ ​devoid​ ​of​ ​truth,​ ​decree​ ​by​​other​​than​​the​​Statute​​of​​this​​Book​​have​
​indeed​​committed​ ​a​​most​​grievous​​sin.​​11​​They​​shall​​taste​​of​​the​​bitter​​fruit​
​from​ ​the​ ​Tree​ ​whose​ ​roots​ ​have​ ​sprung​ ​forth​ ​from​ ​the​ ​infernal​ ​fire​ ​of​
​Hell—and​​verily,​ ​the​​Judgment​​hath​​been​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​​within​​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​12​ ​This,​ ​verily,​ ​is​ ​the​​requittal​ ​ye​​shall​ ​receive,​ ​as​​befitteth​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book​​to​​ordain​​irrevocably.​​13​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​appointed​​Our​
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​Most​​Great​​Word,​​in​​very​​truth,​​according​​to​​the​​commandments​​of​​God,​
​by​ ​the​ ​Mystery​​within​​the​​Mystery​​of​​the​​Book—​​All-Knowing​ ​according​
​to​ ​the​​precept​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​14​​So​
​submit​​ye​​unto​​His​​Cause,​​and​​take​​hold​​of​​Our​​commandments​​from​​the​
​Báb​ ​in​ ​every​ ​affair—for,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​enthralled​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation​​upon​​the​​pathways​​of​​reward.​​15​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​made​ ​His​ ​heart​ ​a​​vessel​ ​for​​Our​​Knowledge,​​through​​the​
​commandments​​appointed​​for​​all,​ ​from​​the​​very​​Beginning​​unto​​the​​Seal,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​irrevocably​ ​decreed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​16​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Furqán!​ ​Is​ ​it​ ​ye​ ​who​ ​know,​ ​or​ ​is​ ​it​
​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—Who​
​fashioned​​and​​formed​​Him​​for​​all​ ​the​​worlds?​​We​​have​​verily​​ever​​been,​​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​exalted​ ​in​ ​Might.​ ​17​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​Him​ ​a​
​Gallant​​Helper​ ​to​​Our​​Cause,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​18​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​ ​have​ ​foreordained​ ​for​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​of​
​Paradise,​ ​a​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Kingship​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​throne,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​
​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​foreordained—of​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate—within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​19​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Proclaim​ ​Our​ ​Cause​ ​unto​​the​
​Christians​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Most​​August​ ​Gate,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​
​20​​And​​take​​a​​Covenant​​with​​the​​People​​of​​the​​Book​​for​​the​​Day​​of​​God​
​which​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​hath​ ​promised​ ​Us,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​fulfilled​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​21​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​Proclaim​ ​ye​ ​Our​ ​Cause​
​unto​ ​all​ ​who​ ​dwell​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​from​ ​East​ ​unto​ ​West,​ ​of​​that​​which​
​God​ ​hath​ ​informed​ ​you​ ​through​ ​Our​ ​devoted​​Servant​​and​​His​​Book,​​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​firmly​​established​​upon​​the​​Steadfast​​Pathways.​
​22​ ​Proclaim,​ ​then,​ ​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​able,​ ​for​ ​verily​ ​God​ ​doth​ ​not​
​overburden​ ​any​ ​soul​ ​beyond​ ​that​ ​which​ ​it​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​granted—for​ ​the​
​Lord​​your​​God​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​All-Aware​​of​
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​the​​needs​​of​​your​​souls.​ ​23​​And​​ye​​comprehend​​not​​the​​Cause​​of​​God,​​save​
​what​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​taught​ ​you​ ​thereof,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Tokens​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Book,​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth—​​a​ ​tutelage​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​pathways​ ​of​ ​knowledge.​ ​24​ ​O​
​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​concerning​
​the​ ​Truth​ ​with​ ​which​ ​We​ ​have​ ​taken​ ​up​ ​and​ ​to​ ​which​ ​We​ ​have​ ​firmly​
​adhered,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​25​​For​​verily,​​We​​desire​​naught​​from​​you​​on​
​this​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​yours,​ ​save​ ​‘Alí,​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant.​ ​26​ ​And​ ​imagine​ ​not​
​against​ ​God​ ​any​ ​vain​ ​or​ ​deceitful​ ​tale.​ ​27​ ​And​ ​know​ ​ye​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​
​verily​​appointed​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​ ​a​​Witness​ ​amongst​​you.​​28​​So​​turn​
​ye​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​in​ ​repentance,​ ​all​ ​ye​ ​people,​ ​entire!​ ​29​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​​have​
​clarified​ ​Our​ ​Verses​ ​unto​ ​whomsoever​ ​willeth​ ​to​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Gracious,​ ​and​ ​tread​ ​the​​perfectly​​Straight​​Path.​ ​30​​And​​say​​ye,​ ​“The​​Lord​
​our​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​ ​entire!​​”​ ​31​ ​“He​ ​is​ ​God—He​ ​beside​
​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​​Him!​​He​​is​ ​without​​peer​​or​​partner,​
​nor​ ​hath​ ​He​ ​any​ ​administrator​​—for​ ​there​ ​is​ ​naught​​like​​unto​​Him.​​He​​is​
​God,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​32​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​
​revealed​ ​unto​ ​Thee​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​that​ ​Thou​
​mightest​ ​be​ ​commemorated​ ​amongst​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Mighty​ ​Gate.​ ​33​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​naught—whether​ ​wet​ ​or​
​dry​​—save​ ​that​ ​its​ ​judgment​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​written​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​God​
​within​​this​​Book—of​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​foreordained,​​enshrined​​within​
​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​34​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​​refrained​​from​​mentioning​
​unto​​you,​​from​​this​​Book​​of​​God,​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​willed,​​that​​haply​
​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​God​ ​and​ ​dare​ ​not​ ​refute​ ​Him—for​​God​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​ ​35​​Lo!​​These​​Verses​​are​​indeed​
​the​ ​Clear​ ​Signs​ ​revealed​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Breast​ ​of​ ​Our​​devoted​​Servant—of​
​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​preordained​ ​and​ ​irrevocably​ ​established​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book.​​36​​Verily,​​God​​hath​​willed​​neither​​any​​small​​matter,​​nor​​any​
​great​ ​matter,​ ​save​ ​that​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​its​ ​judgment​ ​through​ ​this​
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​Book—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​​37​​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​​hath​​revealed​​this​​Book​​amidst​​you,​​that​​haply​​the​​people​​might​​bear​
​witness​ ​unto​​Our​​Verses​​within​​the​​precincts​​of​​the​​Fire.​​38​​We​​have​​verily​
​inspired​ ​Thee​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Tidings​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Ancients,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​
​ordinance​​of​​the​​twain​​creations,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth—of​​that​
​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​preordained​ ​and​ ​irrevocably​ ​established​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​39​ ​That​ ​the​ ​people​ ​might​ ​know​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​
​appointed​ ​Us,​ ​at​ ​His​​behest,​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth.​ ​40​ ​“O​ ​my​ ​Twain​ ​Companions​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prison!​ ​As​ ​for​ ​one​ ​of​
​you​​—should​ ​he​ ​be​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​unto​​Our​​Remembrance—​​he​​shall​
​pour​ ​wine​ ​for​ ​their​ ​Lord​ ​to​ ​drink​ ​from​ ​a​ ​dainty​ ​goblet,​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Water​ ​of​
​Camphour,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God—​​an​ ​honorable​ ​and​ ​worthy​
​position.”​ ​41​ ​“But​​as​​for​​the​​other​​—who​​is​ ​amongst​​those​​who​​reject​ ​faith​​in​
​Our​ ​Remembrance—​​he​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​crucified​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​birds​ ​shall​
​feast​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​from​​his​ ​head.​​Thus​​hath​​the​​matter​​wherewith​​ye​​twain​
​have​​disputed​​been​​determined​​—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​
​the worlds.”​
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​43. Súrah of Divine Unity, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​he​ ​said​ ​unto​ ​one​ ​of​ ​those​ ​twain​ ​whom​ ​he​ ​thought​ ​would​ ​be​ ​saved,​
​“Remember​ ​me​ ​before​ ​your​ ​Lord.”​ ​But​ ​Satan​ ​caused​ ​him​ ​to​ ​forget​ ​the​
​remembrance​ ​of​ ​his​ ​Lord,​ ​and​ ​thus​ ​he​ ​remained​ ​in​ ​prison​​for​​some​​years.​
​Alif-Lám-Mím-‘Ayn.​ ​3​ ​A​ ​Remembrance​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Great​ ​Word,​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Faithful,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Preserved​ ​Tablet—which​ ​hath​
​ever​ ​been,​ ​with​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Praiseworthy,​ ​safeguarded​ ​above​ ​the​
​Throne.​ ​4​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​people​ ​this​ ​Book​ ​from​
​amongst​ ​the​ ​divine​ ​Mysteries​ ​which​ ​have​ ​been​ ​inscribed​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Principal​ ​Line.​ ​5​ ​That​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​barter​ ​not​ ​the​ ​Verses​ ​of​ ​God,​
​concerning​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​for​​falsehood—nor​​sell​​them​
​for​ ​a​​paltry​ ​price,​ ​even​​less​​than​​the​​letters​​of​​limitation.​​6​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​
​have​​made​​clear​​every​​commandment​​from​​Thy​​Lord​​within​​that​​Book,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth,​ ​enshrined​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Water.​ ​7​ ​And​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​narrated​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​the​​Most​​Beautiful​​of​​Stories​​through​
​the​​Most​​Great​​Commentary,​​that​​the​​people​​might​​have​​faith​​in​​God​​and​
​His​​Verses,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Firm​​Truth—though​ ​but​​few.​ ​8​​Verily,​
​the​​faithful​​are​​those​​who,​​when​​God​​is​​mentioned,​​their​​inmost​​hearts​​are​
​elated—for​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​have​ ​ardently​ ​stood​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Gate​ ​of​
​God,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Line.​ ​9​ ​O​​People!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​​and​​utter​
​not​ ​against​ ​Our​ ​Word​ ​aught​ ​that​ ​is​ ​devoid​ ​of​ ​truth.​ ​Glorified​ ​be​ ​God!​
​What​ ​aileth​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​when​ ​God​ ​is​ ​mentioned​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​your​​hearts​
​recoil,​ ​and​ ​ye​ ​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come​ ​through​ ​the​ ​delusion​ ​of​
​Satan.​ ​10​ ​By​ ​Thy​ ​Lord!​ ​Were​​all​ ​the​​people​​of​​the​​earth,​​from​​East​​unto​
​West,​ ​to​​gather​​together​​to​​bring​​forth​​the​​like​​of​​this​​Book,​​never​​would​
​they​​be​​able​​to​​do​​so—even​​were​​they​​to​​assist​​one​​another​​therein​​as​​they​
​ever​ ​have​ ​aforetime.​ ​11​​God​​hath​​verily​​revealed​​this​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth,​

​203​



​unto​​all​ ​the​​worlds,​ ​that​​ye​​say​​not​​concerning​​Our​​Remembrance​​even​​a​
​single​ ​word​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Letter​ ​of​ ​Servitude,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—for​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​One​ ​True​ ​Lord,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​
​worlds.​ ​12​ ​Though​ ​should​ ​ye​ ​write​ ​with​ ​all​ ​your​ ​might,​ ​ye​ ​could​ ​never​
​attain,​ ​by​ ​its​ ​mention,​ ​unto​ ​aught​ ​that​ ​proceedeth​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​devoted​
​Servant—even​​as​​much​​as​​the​​Point​​isolated​​from​​the​​surface​​of​​the​​Bá.​​13​
​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​fashioned​ ​Him​ ​for​ ​His​ ​Own​ ​Self—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​appointed​ ​Him​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds​​through​​the​​Most​​Exalted​
​Word.​​14​​He​​verily​​is​ ​the​​True​​One​​from​​God,​​the​​Gate​​of​​your​​cherished​
​Guardian—so​ ​follow​ ​ye​ ​after​ ​Him,​​that​​ye​​might​​be​ ​recorded​ ​by​​the​​Báb​
​within​​the​​Book​​of​​the​​Faithful,​​around​​the​​Water.​​15​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​decreed​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​entered​ ​into​​the​​city​​through​​the​​rear​​of​​the​​Gate​
​the​ ​judgment​ ​of​ ​thieves—for​​verily,​ ​their​​hands​​have​​been​ ​severed,​ ​which​
​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​from​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Gate.​​16​
​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​follow​ ​not​ ​your​ ​idle​ ​fancies—for​ ​when​ ​We​
​intend​ ​a​ ​Cause,​ ​We​ ​but​ ​say​ ​unto​ ​it,​ ​“Be!”​ ​and​ ​it​ ​is​​—​​extant​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book,​​around​​the​​Water.​ ​17​​Glorified​​be​​God,​​in​​Whose​​Hand​​is​
​the​ ​Dominion​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth!​ ​Thou​ ​art​ ​indeed​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Path​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​perfectly​ ​Straight.​ ​18​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God,​
​concerning​​the​​Days​​of​​God,​​in​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​Remembrance—for,​​by​
​the​​One​​True​​God,​​His​​Days​​have​​verily​​ever​​been​​exalted​​in​​might​​within​
​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book!​ ​19​ ​And​ ​when​ ​Our​ ​Cause​ ​appeareth,​ ​know​ ​that​​God​
​hath​ ​not​ ​decreed​ ​for​ ​any​ ​an​ ​increase​ ​in​ ​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​have​ ​earned​
​aforetime—for​ ​verily,​ ​Our​ ​Cause​ ​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Most​​August​ ​within​​the​
​Mother​​Book.​​20​​Then​​shall​ ​the​​people​​be​​shaken​​with​ ​a​​Trembling​​God​
​hath​ ​made​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book.​​21​​On​​that​​Day​​shall​
​every​ ​bearer​ ​of​ ​a​ ​burden​ ​cast​ ​forth​ ​their​ ​burden—whether​ ​small​ ​or​
​great—and​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​ordained​ ​life​ ​save​ ​as​ ​a​ ​Sign​ ​of​ ​Himself—for​
​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Ever-Abiding,​ ​Mighty.​ ​22​ ​Then​ ​shalt​ ​Thou​
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​behold​​the​​people​​as​​though​​they​​were​​drunk,​​yet​​they​​are​​not​​drunk—for​
​God​​hath​​verily​ ​exalted​​in​​might​​Our​​Signs​​within​​Thy​​Self,​​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​23​ ​O​ ​People!​ ​Follow​ ​what​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​you​
​from​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Light—this​ ​enlightened​ ​Arabian​ ​Youth.​ ​24​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​the​ ​Arabs​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​exceeded​ ​all​ ​bounds​ ​and​ ​been​ ​filled​ ​with​
​self-conceit,​ ​treating​​Our​​Signs​​with​​hypocrisy,​​remaining​​bereft​​of​​all​​truth.​
​25​ ​But​ ​verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​turn​ ​in​ ​repentance​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​and​ ​perform​
​righteous​ ​deeds—erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​grant​ ​unto​ ​them​ ​entrance,​ ​in​ ​the​
​Resurrection,​ ​into​ ​a​ ​Most​ ​Noble​ ​Station.​ ​26​ ​They​ ​shall​ ​have​ ​therein​
​whatsoever​ ​their​ ​souls​ ​desire,​ ​for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​foreordained​ ​youths​ ​and​
​maidens​ ​bright​ ​as​ ​the​ ​radiant​ ​side​ ​of​ ​the​ ​moon,​ ​like​ ​unto​ ​crimson​
​pearls—that​ ​indeed​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Victory​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​27​ ​For​ ​there​ ​hath​​verily​​come​​unto​​them​​their​​sustenance​
​from​ ​God,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​​the​​shapely​​forms​​of​​their​​Temples,​ ​in​​accordance​
​with​​the​​truth—​​morning​ ​and​ ​evening.​ ​28​​O​​People!​​What​​aileth​​you​​that​
​ye​ ​fear​ ​not​​when​​Our​​Verses​​are​​revealed​​from​​the​​Tongue​​of​​the​​Báb,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Truth—​​exalted​ ​in​ ​might?​ ​29​ ​By​ ​the​
​One​​True​​God!​​Were​​We​​to​​reveal​​this​​Book​​upon​​every​​mountain,​​Thou​
​wouldst​​assuredly​​behold​​them​​humbled​​and​​cleft​​asunder​​out​​of​​the​​fear​
​of​​God,​​through​​that​​Gate,​​by​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​foreordained​​through​
​His​ ​Command​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book—​​exalted​​in​​might.​ ​30​​These​​are​
​the​ ​parables​ ​We​ ​set​ ​forth​ ​for​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​that​ ​perchance​ ​they​ ​might​ ​be​
​wholly​​resigned​​in​​faith,​ ​and,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​well-pleased​ ​with​​God​
​and​ ​His​ ​Verses.​ ​31​ ​Have​ ​We​ ​not​ ​guided​ ​you​ ​by​ ​the​ ​ways​ ​of​ ​those​ ​who​
​came​ ​before​ ​you?​ ​Never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​in​​Our​​commandments,​ ​Letter​​for​
​Letter,​ ​any​​inconsistency​​with​​the​​Letter​​of​​God—Whose​​Sign​​have​​verily​
​been​ ​generated​ ​through​​aught​​that​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​​32​​Yet​​verily,​ ​the​​people​​reject​​faith​​in​​Our​​Signs,​​bereft​​of​​truth,​​in​
​mockery​ ​and​ ​vainglory.​ ​33​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​hewn​ ​their​ ​hearts​ ​like​
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​stones​​—​​hardened​​even​​more—and​​kept​​them​​far​​removed​​from​​Our​​mercy​
​within​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Gate.​ ​34​ ​O​ ​People!​ ​What​ ​aileth​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​
​judge​ ​without​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God?​ ​Will​ ​ye​ ​not​ ​then​ ​perceive?​ ​By​ ​the​​One​
​True​​God!​​What​​hath​​become​​of​​you,​​that​​ye​​fear​​not​​God​​on​​the​​Day​​that​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​exalted​ ​in​ ​might​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book?​ ​35​ ​Be​ ​ye​
​mindful​​of​​God,​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God,​​of​​Whom​​We​​have​​seized,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Gate—​​exalted​ ​in​ ​might.​ ​36​
​Erelong​ ​ye​ ​shall​ ​behold​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​We​ ​spoke​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Angels,​ ​“Seize​ ​My​
​servants​ ​who​ ​have​ ​been​ ​most​ ​obstinate​ ​in​ ​this​ ​world,​​bereft​​of​​truth,​​at​​the​
​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Gate.”​ ​37​ ​“O​ ​Angels​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​Chain​ ​them​ ​together​ ​with​ ​a​
​chain​​whose​​length​​is​​seventy​​cubits.​​”​​38​​“Then​​cause​​them​​to​​descend​​into​​the​
​lowest​ ​depths​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Ark—for​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​​foreordained​​for​​them,​
​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.”​ ​39​ ​And​​he​​said​​unto​​one​​of​
​those​ ​twain​ ​whom​ ​he​ ​thought​ ​would​ ​be​ ​saved,​ ​“Remember​ ​me​ ​before​​your​
​Lord”​​—but​​he​​made​​no​​mention​​of​​him​​within​​the​​True​​Book​​of​​God.​​40​
​So​ ​Satan​ ​caused​ ​him​ ​to​ ​forget​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​God​
​foreordained​ ​prison​ ​for​​Him​​through​​the​​well-known​​month​​which​​God​
​hath​​determined,​ ​inscribed​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​41​​Erelong​​shall​​their​
​Lord​​guide​​them​​and​​forgive​​them​​their​​wrongdoing—for​​verily,​ ​they​​are​
​people​ ​of​ ​weak​ ​temperament​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​as​
​they have been​​recorded​​within the Mother Book.​
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​44. Súrah of the Vision, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​the​ ​king​ ​said,​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​beheld​ ​seven​ ​fat​ ​cows​ ​which​ ​seven​ ​lean​ ​ones​
​devoured,​​and​​seven​​green​​ears​​of​​grain​​and​​others​​dry.​​O​​Concourse!​​Advise​
​me​ ​concerning​ ​my​ ​vision,​ ​if​ ​ye​ ​can​ ​indeed​ ​expound​ ​visions.”​
​Tá-Mím-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​ ​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​ ​GOD,​ ​Who​ ​hath​
​revealed​ ​the​ ​Verses,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​upon​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​that​ ​the​
​people​ ​might​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​
​through​ ​that​ ​Book,​​and​ ​bear​​witness​ ​out​​of​​love​​for​​the​​Remembrance.​​4​
​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​recount​ ​unto​​Thee​​the​​most​​beautiful​​of​​visions,​​through​
​Thy​ ​vision—more​ ​beautiful​ ​than​ ​any​ ​vision​ ​from​ ​mortal​ ​man—in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​confirmed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book,​ ​recorded​ ​within​​the​​precincts​​of​​the​​Fire.​​5​​The​​faithful​​can​
​bear​ ​naught​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​shown​ ​Thee​ ​above​ ​the​​Throne,​​in​
​very​ ​truth,​ ​above​ ​the​ ​chamber​ ​of​ ​the​ ​inmost​ ​heart—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​6​ ​Say:​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​had​ ​a​ ​vision,​ ​after​ ​the​
​dawn​ ​prayer,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​sacred​ ​month​ ​of​ ​Ramadán—wherein​​the​​Qur’án​​was​
​revealed—while​ ​facing​ ​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​Adoration,​ ​seated​ ​in​ ​the​ ​posture​ ​of​
​contemplation,​​gazing​​unto​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​
​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​ ​7​ ​“There​​came​​a​​soul​​from​​the​​Holy​​Land,​​from​
​the​​sanctuary​​of​​Husayn​​(ع​​​​)—disheveled​​and​​dust-laden—approaching​​Me​
​by​​the​​Command​​within​​the​​Cause,​​returning​​thereunto.”​​8​​He​​said,​​“Verily,​
​I​ ​beheld​ ​in​ ​a​ ​dream​ ​a​ ​lofty​ ​Tree​ ​springing​ ​forth​ ​within​ ​the​ ​sanctuary​ ​of​
​Husayn​ ​,(​​​ع​)​ ​facing​ ​the​ ​spot​ ​where​ ​His​ ​noble​ ​Head​ ​fell​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​raised​ ​very​ ​high.​​”​ ​9​ ​And​ ​I​ ​beheld​ ​a​ ​beautiful​
​Maiden,​ ​hovering​ ​above,​ ​declaring,​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​the​ ​Beloved​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​
​worlds,​ ​from​​the​​first​​unto​​the​​last,​​from​​East​​unto​​West!​​I​​am​​the​​All-Seeing​
​Eye​​of​​God,​​the​​Outstretched​​Hand​​of​​God,​​and​​I​​am​​the​​All-Hearing​​Ear​​of​
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​God!”​​—and​ ​other​ ​such​ ​words​ ​as​ ​these.​ ​Her​ ​Voice​ ​was​ ​lifted​ ​high​ ​unto​
​heaven,​​heedless​​of​​the​​right​​or​​the​​left,​​chanting​​without​​pause​​or​​tremor,​
​and​​I​​beheld​​from​​Her,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​no​​obscurity​​of​​even​​a​
​single​​Letter.​ ​10​​I​ ​was​​astonished​​by​ ​the​​Tree,​ ​and​​by​​Her​​Who​​was​​above​
​it,​ ​and​ ​from​ ​the​ ​speech​ ​associated​ ​with​​Her—for​​God​​hath​​shown​​Me,​​in​
​accordance​ ​with​​the​​truth,​​His​ ​Most​​Mighty​ ​Verses.​ ​11​​I​ ​was​​honored​​by​
​the​​presence​​of​​Imám​​Músá​​ibn​​Ja’far,​​the​​Most​​Great​​Proof​​of​​God,​​and​​I​
​began​​to​​recount​​the​​vision​​of​​the​​Tree​​and​​the​​utterance​​of​​Her​​Who​​was​
​above​ ​it.​ ​Then​ ​the​ ​Imám​ ​gestured​ ​toward​ ​Thee​ ​with​ ​His​ ​Hand,​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth—​​majestic,​ ​sublime,​ ​and​ ​magnificent,​ ​exalted​ ​in​
​honor​​—and​​said:​​12​ ​“Verily,​ ​God​​hath​​fashioned​​this​ ​Tree​​for​​My​​Brother,​
​the​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye,​ ​the​ ​Fruit​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​inmost​ ​Heart.”​ ​And​ ​He​
​completed​ ​His​ ​inviolable​ ​Word​ ​with​ ​Four​ ​Most​ ​Lofty​ ​Words,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​Her​ ​likeness.​ ​13​ ​Thus​ ​were​ ​the​
​green​ ​ears​​of​​grain​​consummated—for​​the​​Command​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​sevenfold.​ ​14​ ​O​​Concourse!​​Advise​​me​​concerning​​the​
​vision​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​if​ ​ye​ ​be,​ ​regarding​ ​the​
​vision,​​within​​the​​Preserved​​Book​​of​​God,​​amongst​​those​​who​​bear​​witness​
​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Beautiful​ ​Exposition.​ ​15​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​the​​Most​​Gracious​​hath​
​expounded​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Locus​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​through​ ​a​
​Mystery​ ​which​ ​none​ ​can​ ​conceive—that​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​concealed​
​within​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​a​ ​Mystery,​ ​veiled​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Line—He​ ​bestoweth​ ​it​ ​upon​ ​whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth,​ ​for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​
​All-Wise,​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​of​ ​Grace,​ ​for​ ​God​ ​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Sublime,​​exalted​​in​
​Might.​ ​16​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​allude​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​interpretation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book​
​through​​the​​Vision​​of​​the​​Báb,​​and​​none​​maketh​​mention​​of​​the​​Verses​​of​
​God​​save​​those​​who​​have​​upheld​​His​​covenant,​​wholly​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​
​by​​Our​​leave—for​​God​​hath​​verily​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​​17​
​Verily,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​ ​One—​​there​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​
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​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​18​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Let​
​not​​forms​​and​​attire​​veil​​you​​before​​the​​Gate—for​​it​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​very​
​truth,​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Path​​of​​God​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​mentioned​
​around​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​19​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​​this​​chastisement​​as​
​your​ ​recompense,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​forasmuch​ ​as​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​steadily​
​rejected​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Verses​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​truth.​ ​20​
​Verily,​ ​God​​created​​not​​Muḥammad​​as​​the​​father​​of​​any​​man​​amongst​​you,​
​but​​God​​hath​​indeed​​placed​​Him​​within​​the​​Heart​​of​​the​​Throne​​for​​His​
​Most​ ​Great​​Day—that​​Day​​which​​God​​hath​​decreed,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​remain​ ​hidden​ ​and​ ​treasured​ ​away.​ ​21​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​
​made​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Land​​of​​the​​inmost​
​Heart,​ ​exalted​ ​in​ ​Might.​ ​22​ ​The​ ​intellect​ ​is​ ​unable​ ​to​ ​ascend​ ​unto​ ​His​
​Station—for​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​irrevocably​​ordained​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book​​proceedeth​​from​​the​​Decree​ ​fixed​​through​​the​​Point​​of​​Fire.​​23​​And​
​God​​hath​​not​​willed​​that​​thoughts​​should​​soar​​through​​the​​atmosphere​​of​
​His​ ​earth,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​by​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​fulfilled​
​of​ ​His​ ​Decree—for​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​irrevocably​ ​ordained.​ ​24​ ​Know​ ​ye​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Judgment​ ​therein​​proceedeth​
​from​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​reception​ ​of​ ​His​ ​own​ ​Word,​
​according​​to​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​before​​all​ ​the​​worlds​​entire.​​25​​Know,​
​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God,​​that​​God​​hath​​verily​​committed​​the​​Kingdom​
​of​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​and​ ​heaven​ ​unto​ ​Us​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Power—for​ ​the​ ​Decree​​of​​God​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​fixed​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​26​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​shall​
​inherit​​the​​earth​​and​​whatsoever​​is​​thereon,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​according​
​to​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​foreordained—​​irrevocably​ ​decreed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​27​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​bestowed​ ​upon​ ​Thee,​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​Kingdom,​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​
​through​​Thee—of​​the​​Mystery​​within​​the​​Concealed​​Mystery,​​the​​Mystery​
​veiled​ ​within​ ​a​ ​Mystery​​—wherefore​ ​stand​ ​Thou​ ​firmly​ ​and​ ​perfectly​
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​Straight​ ​unto​ ​that​ ​which​ ​Thou​ ​hast​ ​been​ ​commanded​ ​aforetime​ ​and​
​hereafter,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​​the​​Word​​of​​Mystery​​within​​the​​Concealed​
​Mystery.​ ​28​ ​And​ ​weigh​ ​the​ ​hearts​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​adherents​​with​​the​​Balance​​of​
​Justice​ ​derived​ ​from​ ​Thy​ ​Knowledge,​ ​and​ ​be​ ​ever​ ​merciful​ ​unto​
​them—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​
​29​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​prepared​ ​a​ ​Fire​ ​for​ ​the​ ​first​​of​​those​​who​​denied​
​faith​​in​​Our​​devoted​​Servant—from​​the​​Tree​​of​​Zaqqúm,​​which​​God​​hath​
​fashioned​​within​​the​​Land​​of​​Sijjín—for​​the​​Decree​​against​​them​​hath​​ever​
​been,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​irrevocably​​ordained.​​30​​And​​God​​hath​
​not​ ​prescribed​ ​for​ ​you​ ​to​ ​depart​ ​from​ ​your​ ​land,​ ​that​​ye​​might​​come​​to​
​know​​His​​Land,​​save​​after​​the​​days​​in​​which​​God​​Himself​​shall​​cause​​Him​
​to​​be​​made​​manifest—thereupon​​shall​​the​​Decree​​be​​imposed​​and​​fixed.​​31​
​Erelong​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​cause​ ​Him​ ​to​ ​be​ ​made​ ​manifest​ ​within​ ​the​ ​land,​ ​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​of​ ​a​ ​sudden,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Weighty​ ​Truth,​
​solitary​ ​and​ ​alone.​ ​32​​And​​when​​He​​calleth​​out​​unto​​you​​from​​God,​​then​
​know​ ​ye​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​fulfilled​ ​His​ ​Decree—for​ ​the​ ​Promise​
​concerning​ ​Him​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​irrevocably​
​ordained.​ ​33​ ​Turn​ ​ye,​ ​then,​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​in​ ​repentance,​ ​and​ ​seek​ ​Our​
​consolation,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​​from​​the​​Báb—and​​that​ ​right​
​soon.​ ​34​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​on​​the​​Day​​the​​Remembrance​​shall​​call​​out​
​unto​ ​you​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth,​
​without​ ​peer.​ ​35​ ​None​ ​shall​ ​respond​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​save​ ​a​ ​company​ ​from​
​amongst​ ​the​ ​faithful—those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​ever​​been​ ​treasured​​up​ ​within​​the​
​Mother​ ​Book​ ​that​ ​is​ ​with​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God.​ ​36​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
​prepared​​the​​best​​for​​those​​foremost​​ones,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​that​​which​
​God​ ​hath​ ​preordained,​ ​preserved​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​37​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​ ​have​ ​imposed​ ​a​ ​limit​ ​upon​ ​all​ ​things—​​38​​As​​befitteth​​the​​universal​
​limit​ ​enshrined​ ​within​ ​that​ ​Gate.​ ​39​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​foreordained​
​upon​​all​ ​things,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​a​​duly​​recorded​
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​and​ ​Appointed​​Term.​ ​40​​Never​​shall​ ​ye​​be​​able​​to​​alter​​His​​Decree​​we​​have​
​expounded​ ​amidst​ ​you,​ ​nor​ ​can​ ​ye​ ​delay​ ​His​ ​Appointed​ ​Term​ ​We​ ​have​
​deferred​​for​​you—for​​the​​Decree​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​​ever​​been​
​prescribed​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Remembrance.​ ​41​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​taketh​ ​your​ ​souls​​at​​the​
​moment​ ​the​ ​spirits​ ​are​ ​seized​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Angels—those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been​
​prepared​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Command,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​the​​Remembrance,​​as​
​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​42​​Verily,​​We​​strengthened​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​with​​a​
​Spirit​ ​from​​Us—that​​which​​hath​​never​​been​ ​fashioned​ ​within​​another,​ ​as​
​befitteth the truth.​
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​45. Súrah of He, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​They​​said,​​“It​​was​​just​​a​​confused​​medley​​of​​dreams,​​and​​we​​are​​not​​skilled​
​at​ ​interpreting​ ​dreams.”​ ​Káf-Há-Yá-‘Ayn-​​Ṣ​​ád.​ ​4​ ​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​​BELONGETH​

​UNTO​ ​GOD,​​Who​​hath​​revealed​​the​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth,​​upon​​His​​devoted​
​Servant—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​the​ ​Angels​ ​as​ ​Bearers​ ​of​ ​the​
​Message.​ ​5​​That​​they​​might​​circumambulate​​the​​Gate—for​​We​​have​​verily​
​placed​ ​the​ ​Sacred​ ​House​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Heart,​ ​in​ ​very​​truth—and​​they​​are,​
​unto​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​​according​​to​​the​​Firm​​Truth,​​in​​very​​truth,​
​Most​ ​Praiseworthy​ ​indeed.​ ​6​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​ ​the​ ​Sublime​
​Angels,​ ​by​ ​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​to​​be​​His​​Hosts—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​servants,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth.​ ​7​ ​And​ ​naught​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​accomplish​ ​save​ ​that​​which​​We​​have​​willed​
​through​​you—for​​God​​hath​​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​8​​O​​People!​
​Convey​ ​Our​ ​Word​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​absent,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​Most​​Mighty​ ​Truth,​ ​striving​ ​for​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​willed​​through​​His​
​devoted​​Servant—He​​Who,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​hath​​ever​​been​​Most​
​Praiseworthy​ ​indeed.​ ​9​ ​And​ ​convey​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Romans,​ ​“By​ ​Whose​
​permission​ ​do​ ​ye​ ​prevail​ ​in​ ​the​ ​lowest​ ​part​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth,​​through​​arrogance​
​and​ ​deceit?​​”​ ​10​ ​“Erelong​ ​shall​ ​We,​ ​God​ ​willing,​ ​require​ ​the​ ​blood​ ​of​ ​the​
​faithful​​from​​you,​​according​​to​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth—then​​ye​​shall​​find​​for​
​yourselves​ ​no​ ​escape,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​truth.”​ ​11​ ​“Verily,​ ​were​​it​ ​Our​
​will,​ ​We​ ​could​ ​withdraw​ ​from​ ​you​ ​Our​ ​Kingdom,​ ​and​ ​never​ ​would​ ​God​
​ordain​​for​​its​ ​strength,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​any​​reversal​​or​​return.​​”​
​12​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​made​​this​​Book​​the​​Mystery​​of​​the​​Qur’án,​​Letter​​by​
​Letter.​ ​Follow,​ ​then,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Light​​of​​God​​amidst​​you—for​​if​ ​ye​
​follow​ ​not​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Command​ ​of​ ​God​ ​amidst​ ​you,​ ​then,​ ​by​ ​the​
​One​ ​True​ ​God!​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​for​ ​yourselves,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
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​Resurrection,​ ​even​ ​an​ ​atom’s​ ​weight​ ​of​ ​your​ ​deeds,​ ​not​ ​even​ ​a​ ​morsel​
​thereof.​ ​13​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​​enjoined​​upon​​you​​that​​which​​God​​hath​
​enjoined​ ​aforetime​​upon​​the​​faithful​​within​​His​​Book,​​and​​never​​shall​ ​ye​
​find​ ​any​ ​alteration​ ​in​ ​the​ ​ordinances​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious—neither​ ​in​
​this,​ ​nor​​in​​that.​ ​14​​By​​the​​One​​True​​God!​​Ye​​shall​ ​not​​find​​even​​a​​single​
​Letter​​therein​​at​​variance​​with​​a​​single​​Letter​​of​​the​​Qur’án—for​​God​​hath​
​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​​15​​Be​​ye​​mindful,​​O​​devoted​​Servants​
​of​​God,​​concerning​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​foreordained​​for​​you​​within​​the​
​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​affixed​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​16​ ​Lo!​ ​The​
​Command​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​come,​ ​be​ ​not​ ​hasty​ ​concerning​ ​it—for​ ​erelong​
​shall​ ​We​​shew​​you,​​through​​that​​Gate,​​of​​Our​​Signs—that​​which​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​enshrined​ ​within​​the​​Tablets.​ ​17​​For​​indeed,​​the​​Word​​from​​Us​​hath​
​proved​ ​true,​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​assuredly​ ​fill​ ​the​ ​East​ ​and​ ​the​ ​West,​ ​as​ ​God​ ​hath​
​willed,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​with​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Book​​—​​a​​Most​
​Praiseworthy​ ​Balance,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​18​ ​Thereafter,​ ​We​ ​beheld​​it​
​filled​ ​with​ ​rejection​ ​and​ ​denial​ ​before​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​19​ ​Know​​ye,​ ​O​​devoted​
​Servants,​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​a​ ​Soul​ ​from​ ​amongst​
​your​​own​​selves—​​a​​mortal​​being​ ​like​​unto​​yourselves—that​​ye​​might​​have​
​faith​​in​​God​​and​​in​​His​​Cause,​​revealed​​from​​Him​​Who​​is​​the​​All-Wise,​​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—for​​verily,​​the​​Decree​​with​​God​​concerning​​the​
​Cause​​of​​the​​Báb​​hath​​been​​irrevocably​​ordained.​​20​​And​​verily,​​Our​​Light​
​hath​ ​come​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Book,​​that​​ye​
​might​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​God​ ​and​ ​in​ ​His​ ​Signs,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​​21​​And​​We​​have,​​verily,​​appointed​​Him,​
​in​ ​our​ ​Presence,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​22​ ​A​​Remembrance​
​for​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​servants,​ ​for​ ​those​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​fragile​ ​in​ ​Faith.​ ​23​ ​O​
​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​Convey​ ​Our​ ​Cause—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​
​enjoined​ ​upon​ ​you,​ ​through​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​from​ ​His​​Decree​ ​a​​judgment,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​held​ ​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​24​​O​​ye​​who​
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​are​​present!​​Convey​​the​​True​​Cause​​of​​God​​unto​​all​​who​​are​​absent,​​with​​a​
​most​ ​beauteous​ ​Word,​ ​entire.​ ​25​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​sent​ ​down​ ​Our​
​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Concourse​ ​of​ ​Holiness,​ ​as​ ​an​
​abounding​ ​Grace​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​faithful—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​
​things.​ ​26​​That​​He​​might​​instruct​​you​​from​​the​​essential​​interpretation​​of​
​Prophetic​​Tradition​​and​​from​​the​​Mysteries​​of​​the​​Book—those​​which​​ye,​
​bereft​​of​​truth,​​have​​forsaken​​amidst​​you.​​27​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​sent​​down​
​the​​Remembrance​​upon​​you—and​​We​​have​​indeed​​ever​​been​​a​​Protector​​of​
​Him,​ ​by​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted.​ ​28​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​placed​ ​but​ ​a​
​small​ ​contingent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​as​ ​His​ ​Companions,​ ​steadfast​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Even​​Path,​​in​​very​​truth.​​29​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​appointed​​Our​​devoted​
​Servant​ ​amongst​​you,​​in​​very​​truth,​ ​to​​bear​​witness​ ​over​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​30​
​And​​He​​is​ ​the​​Witness​​at​​the​​formation​​of​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth,​​and​
​all​ ​that​ ​lieth​ ​between​ ​them,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​truth,​
​entire.​ ​31​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​appointed​ ​Him,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​a​
​Witness​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​of​ ​your​ ​very​ ​souls​ ​and​ ​your​ ​deeds,​ ​and​
​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​earn,​ ​both​ ​within​ ​your​ ​inmost​ ​selves​ ​and​ ​outwardly—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​32​​Know​​ye,​ ​O​​devoted​
​Servants​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Firm​ ​Truth,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Eye​ ​of​
​Certitude,​ ​a​​certainty​​most​​sure​​—​​33​​Verily,​​God​​hath​​made​​the​​Fire​​but​​a​
​Station​ ​for​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant!​ ​34​ ​Which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book,​ ​severed​ ​from​​all​ ​the​​worlds,​ ​at​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire.​ ​35​​For​
​verily,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​inaccessible​
​around​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​36​ ​We​ ​are​ ​He,​ ​and​ ​He​ ​is​ ​Us​​—​​save​​that​​He​​is​ ​He​​—​​Our​
​devoted​​Servant,​ ​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​a​​Witness​
​over​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​37​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​ ​Him​ ​the​​Proof​​of​
​God​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Firm​​Truth,​ ​entire.​ ​38​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​
​God,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​concerning​ ​what​ ​God​
​hath​ ​treasured​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Heart​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant—from​ ​the​
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​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth.​ ​39​
​Whosoever​​pledgeth​​themselves​​unto​​Thee,​​through​​obedience​​unto​​Our​
​ordinances​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​hath​ ​verily​​pledged​
​themselves​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​
​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​40​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​exalted​​the​​Hands​​of​​Our​​devoted​
​Servant​​above​​your​​hands,​​forasmuch​​as​​He​​beareth​​the​​Most​​Great​​Name​
​of​ ​God​ ​within​ ​Our​ ​Mystery,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​as​ ​an​ ​Alif​
​unjoined—for​ ​the​ ​decree​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​hath​ ​been​
​irrevocably​​ordained.​ ​41​​Those​​who​​have​​rejected​​faith​​have​​borne​​witness​
​against​​their​​own​​selves,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​saying,​​“It​​was​​just​​a​
​confused​ ​medley”​​—even​ ​those​​heedless​​ones—​​“of​​dreams.”​ ​42​​Yet​​ye​​shall​
​not​ ​be​ ​interpreters​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire—for​ ​within​ ​your​ ​bellies​ ​lieth​ ​its​ ​true​
​significance—​​recorded​​within the Mother Book, around​​the Gate!​
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​46. Súrah of the Mirrors, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​​he​​who​​was​​delivered​​from​​amongst​​those​​twain​​recollected​​after​​a​​time​
​had​ ​passed,​ ​and​ ​said,​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​shall​ ​inform​ ​you​ ​of​ ​its​ ​interpretation.​ ​So​
​send​​me​​forth!”​​Ṭ​​á-Há.​​3​​He​​is​ ​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—He​ ​verily​ ​hath​ ​inspired​ ​Me,​ ​“Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​the​ ​One​
​True​​God!”​​There​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—​​so​​serve​​Him​​with​​all​​your​
​heart,​ ​and​ ​be​ ​ye​ ​sincere​ ​in​ ​your​ ​Faith​​unto​​the​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance,​
​Verily,​ ​We​​belong​​unto​​God,​​and​​unto​​Him​​shall​​We​​return​​—according​​to​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth,​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​​4​​O​​People​​of​
​the​​East!​ ​Follow​​ye​​Our​​devoted​​Servant​​in​​that​​Light​​and​​that​​Book​​which​
​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​a​ ​Revelation​ ​shining​ ​forth,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​
​truth.​ ​5​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​West!​ ​Go​ ​forth​ ​from​ ​your​ ​dwellings​ ​to​ ​render​
​assistance​ ​unto​​God,​​ere​​there​​cometh​​upon​​you​​the​​Day​​when​​the​​Most​
​Gracious​ ​shall​ ​appear​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​in​ ​the​ ​shades​ ​of​ ​Clouds,​ ​with​ ​Angels​
​round​ ​about​ ​Him,​ ​magnifying​ ​God​ ​and​ ​imploring​ ​forgiveness​ ​for​​those​
​who​​have​​faith​​in​​Our​​Verses,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth—for​​verily,​​the​​Cause​
​will​ ​have​​been​​fulfilled,​​and​​the​​Judgment​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​​within​​the​
​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​6​ ​Never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​on​​that​​Day,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth,​ ​aught​​from​​any​​thing,​​to​ ​avert​ ​Our​​Power.​​7​​On​​that​​Day,​​ye​​shall​
​have​​no​​power​​to​ ​stir,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​nor​​remain​​silent,​​concerning​
​aught​​but​​the​​truth.​​8​​For​​verily,​​the​​Kingdom​​hath​​been​​inherited​​by​​Him​
​for​ ​Whom​ ​God​ ​prepared​ ​it​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book—​​from​ ​time​
​immemorial.​ ​9​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful,​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​be​
​amongst​ ​the​ ​foremost​ ​of​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​to​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​and​ ​His​
​Praiseworthy​​Book—ever​ ​Mighty.​ ​10​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​preserved​​Him​
​for​ ​this​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​yours,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​might​ ​be​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​​Verses​
​within​​that​​Gate.​ ​11​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​nurtured​​Him​​within​​the​​Mother​
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​Book,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​with​​Water​​Most​​Pure​​and​​Sweet.​​12​​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​from​​a​​single​​drop​​sprinkled​​forth​​from​
​that​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Sea—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​
​things.​​13​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​
​concerning​​your​ ​vain​ ​and​ ​selfish​ ​imaginings​​of​​God​​concerning​​that​​Gate,​
​bereft​​of​​truth.​​14​​It​​is​​not​​for​​a​​mortal​​that​​God​​should​​grant​​unto​​Him​​the​
​Book​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Wisdom​ ​and​ ​then​ ​say​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​“Be​ ​ye​ ​My​ ​servants​
​instead​​of​​God!”​​Glorified​​is​​God!​​Sublime​​and​​Magnified​​is​​He​​above​​that​
​which​​wrongdoers​​vainly​​imagine​​concerning​​His​​Verses.​​15​​Verily,​​We​​but​
​say​​unto​​the​​people,​ ​“Be​​wholly​​dedicated​​unto​​God—​​a​​sincere​​and​​faithful​
​servant​​—and​ ​associate​ ​naught​ ​with​ ​Him​ ​in​ ​His​ ​servitude,​ ​in​ ​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth!”​ ​16​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​taken,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​a​
​Covenant​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Prophets,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​​the​​Remembrance​​of​
​God​ ​and​ ​render​ ​assistance​ ​unto​ ​Him.​ ​Ere​ ​long​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​question​ ​the​
​sincerity​​of​​the​​truthful—those​​who​​have​​fulfilled​​the​​Covenant​​with​​God​
​through​​their​​concealment​​of​​His​​Remembrance—for​​verily,​​We​​have​​ever​
​been​ ​a​​Witness​​unto​​them​​and​​over​​all​​the​​worlds.​​17​​“Do​​ye​​seek​​aught​​but​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​when​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​hath​ ​submitted​​all​
​that​​is​ ​in​​the​​heavens​​and​​who​​are​​upon​​the​​earth,​​willingly​​or​​unwillingly?​​”​
​18​​They​​shall​ ​respond,​​“We​​have​​faith​​in​​God​​and​​in​​His​​Word,​​and​​make​
​no​ ​distinction​ ​between​ ​any​​of​​Our​​Signs—so​​be​​ye​​wholly​​resigned​​in​​faith,​
​and​​offer​​sincere​​praise​​at​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Gate!”​​19​​Whosoever​​followeth​
​other​ ​than​ ​this​ ​Remembrance,​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​never​ ​accept​ ​aught​ ​of​ ​their​
​deeds—for​​thus​​hath​​it​ ​ever​​been​ ​written​​of​​old​ ​for​​those​​who​​reject​​faith,​
​within​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Book​​of​​God.​​20​​How​​shall​​God​​guide​​a​​soul​​who​
​hath​​rejected​​faith​​after​​having​​had​​faith—after​​having​​borne​​witness​​that​
​the​​Gate​​is​​the​​Truth,​​and​​that​​the​​Book​​came​​through​​Him,​​in​​very​​truth?​
​Verily,​ ​God​​guideth​​not​​the​​people​​that​​are​​amongst​​you​​that​​reject​​faith​​in​
​the​​Most​​Praiseworthy​​Remembrance​​of​​God?​​21​​Their​​recompense​​is​​the​
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​Fire—and​ ​verily​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​is​ ​the​ ​curse​ ​of​​God,​​the​​curse​​of​​the​​angels,​
​and​ ​the​ ​believers'​ ​entire.​ ​22​​Save​​those​​who​​turn​​in​​repentance​​after​​they​
​have​​rejected​​faith—erelong​​shall​​God​​forgive​​whomsoever​​He​​willeth,​​and​
​exact​ ​retribution​ ​upon​​whomsoever​​He​​willeth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Mighty,​ ​All-Wise!​ ​23​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​never​ ​accept​ ​from​ ​those​ ​who​
​associate​​partners​​with​​Him,​​even​​an​​earth​​filled​​with​​red​​rubies​​—​​24​​Even​
​were​ ​they​ ​to​ ​expend​ ​them​​in​​the​​Path​​of​​God—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​
​desired​​the​​Most​​Pure​​and​​True​​Faith​​for​​the​​faithful—for​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​25​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prescribed​ ​no​
​mystery​ ​for​ ​the​ ​people​ ​after​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​that​ ​Book,​ ​save​ ​upon​
​whomsoever​ ​hath​ ​submitted​ ​wholeheartedly​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​and​ ​rendereth​
​assistance​​unto​​Our​​Cause,​​and​​who​​humbly​​await​​the​​Triumph​​of​​Truth​
​through​ ​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth—and​​that​ ​right​​soon.​ ​26​​God​​hath​​prescribed​​for​​these​​faithful​​ones​
​a​ ​double​ ​reward​ ​and​ ​a​ ​most​ ​welcome​ ​return,​​according​​to​​the​​Decree​​of​
​the​ ​Book—​​exalted​​in​​honor.​ ​27​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​​ye​​trustworthy​
​stewards​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​your​​Creator,​ ​and​​follow​​the​​Light​​of​​God​​within​​you.​
​Verily,​ ​this​​Faith​​is​​the​​Religion​​of​​Abraham,​​which​​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​
​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​this​ ​Upright​​Faith.​ ​28​​And​​be​​not​​numbered​​amongst​
​those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​far​​removed​ ​from​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​the​​Most​​Gracious.​
​29​ ​Verily,​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​​is​ ​the​​first​
​House​​that​​hath​​been​​established​​for​​people​​upon​​the​​Land​​of​​the​​inmost​
​Heart—​​sanctified​ ​above​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds​ ​entire.​ ​30​ ​God​ ​hath​​foreordained​
​that​ ​these​ ​manifest​ ​and​ ​clear​ ​Verses​ ​appear​ ​around​ ​it—the​ ​Station​ ​of​
​Abraham—and​ ​whoso​ ​entereth​ ​therein​ ​hath,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​
​been​ ​accounted​ ​secure.​ ​31​ ​For​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​​it​ ​is​ ​incumbent​​upon​​the​
​people​​to​​make​​pilgrimage​​unto​​the​​House—whosoever​​is​​able—following​
​a​ ​Path​ ​along​​the​​Great​​Circle​​of​​the​​earth,​​from​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire.​ ​32​
​But​​verily,​ ​those​​who​​have​​rejected​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​​after​​hearing​
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​the​ ​Words​ ​of​ ​God​ ​from​ ​His​ ​own​ ​Tongue—erelong​​shall​ ​God​​incinerate​
​them​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Infernal​ ​Fire,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Stone​ ​Gate,​ ​within​ ​the​
​nethermost​ ​abyss​ ​of​ ​Hell,​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​their​ ​rejection​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​​Most​
​Exalted—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​​33​​How,​​then,​
​can​​ye​​reject​​faith​​in​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​Who​​hath​​fashioned​​you,​​while​​ye​
​recite​​the​​Book​​of​​God​​from​​before?​​Do​​ye​​find​​therein​​any​​variation​​with​
​this​​Book,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​of​​even​​a​​single​​Letter​​thereof?​​34​
​By​​God!​​Even​​were​​ye​​all​ ​to​​gather​​together,​ ​ye​​would​​be​​unable​​to​​alter​​a​
​single​​Letter​​within​​that​​Gate​​from​​the​​Letter​​of​​the​​Revealed​​Book—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​​it​ ​from​​Himself—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​35​​And​​whoso​​holdeth​​fast​​unto​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​fulfilled​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​within​ ​their​ ​own​
​selves—for​​such​​hath​​ever​​been​​recorded​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​for​​those​
​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Praiseworthy​ ​Path.​ ​36​ ​O​ ​devoted​ ​Servants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Gracious!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​​of​​God​​ere​​death​​approacheth,​​and​​die​​not​​save​
​while​ ​wholly​ ​resigned​ ​in​ ​faith​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​
​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Decree​​of​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​enjoined​ ​within​​every​
​Tablet.​ ​37​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Hold​​ye​​fast​​unto​​the​​Inimitable​​Cord​​of​
​God—Our​​Remembrance,​​this​​Arabian​​Youth,​​Who​​hath​​been​​enshrined​
​within​​the​​Point​​of​​Snow.​​38​​And​​be​​ye​​one​​brotherhood​​upon​​the​​Upright​
​Course,​ ​in​​the​​one​​true​​Faith​​of​​God.​​39​​For​​verily,​​it​​is​​more​​beloved​​unto​
​God​ ​that​ ​your​ ​hearts​ ​be​ ​as​ ​mirrors​ ​unto​ ​one​ ​another​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Faith—ye​
​reflect​​through​​them,​​even​​as​​they​​reflect​​through​​you.​​This​​is​​the​​Mighty​
​Path​​of​​God—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​that​​which​​ye​​do.​​40​
​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​brought​ ​forth​ ​all​ ​living​ ​things​ ​from​ ​Water,​ ​through​
​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​foreordained​ ​within​ ​the​​Mother​​Book,​​around​​the​
​Fire,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​from​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Water.​​41​​And​​he​​who​​was​
​delivered​ ​from​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​said,​ ​“O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​
​Remember,​ ​after​ ​this​ ​Verse,​ ​that​ ​I​ ​shall​ ​make​ ​known​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​the​
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​interpretation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Vision,​ ​proceeding​ ​from​ ​this​ ​Remembrance—​ ​42​ ​“So​
​turn​ ​ye​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God—for​ ​He​ ​verily​ ​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​
​things.”​
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​47. Súrah of the Proof, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“Joseph,​​O​​Most​​Truthful​​One!​​Explain​​unto​​us​​the​​meaning​​of​​the​​seven​​fat​
​cows​​that​​seven​​lean​​ones​​devoured,​​and​​of​​the​​seven​​green​​ears​​of​​grain,​​and​
​others​​that​​were​​dry,​ ​that​​I​ ​may​​return​​unto​​the​​people,​​that​​haply​​they​​may​
​know.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-‘Ayn-​​Ṣ​​ád-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​inspired​ ​Me​
​that​​this​​Remembrance​​is​ ​the​​Most​​Mighty​​Remembrance​​of​​God.​​Be​​ye​
​mindful,​ ​O​ ​My​ ​devoted​ ​Servants,​ ​lest​ ​ye​ ​speak​ ​thereof​ ​aught​​other​​than​
​God​ ​Himself​ ​hath​ ​said—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​
​Him​​—for​​He​​is​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book,​​in​​the​​Presence​​of​​God,​ ​All-Wise.​​4​​Verily,​​this​​Youth​​is​​the​​devoted​
​Servant​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​Whose​ ​Covenant​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​taken​ ​upon​ ​all​ ​things—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​Him,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​as​ ​Witness​
​unto​​all​ ​things.​ ​5​​Be​​not​​like​​unto​​those​​who​​gather​​around​​the​​Book,​​yet​
​differ​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​with​ ​the​
​Remembrance,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​been,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​​but​ ​a​​likeness​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​6​​By​​the​​one​
​True​ ​God!​ ​That​ ​Day​ ​faces​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​illumined​ ​thereon,​ ​and​ ​faces​​shall​ ​be​
​darkened​​thereon—as​​for​​those​​who​​have​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance,​​their​
​faces​​will​ ​be​​brightened,​​but​​as​​for​​those​​whose​​faces​​darken,​​they​​shall​​be​
​within​ ​the​ ​torment​ ​of​ ​their​ ​own​​making—for​​God​​hath​​verily​​ever​​been​
​Self-Sufficient​​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds​ ​entire.​​7a​​By​​Thy​​Life!​​No​​wrongdoing​
​increaseth​ ​aught​ ​against​ ​the​ ​people—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Kingdom​ ​of​ ​the​
​heavens​​and​​the​​earth,​​in​​very​​truth,​​belongeth​​unto​​God.​​Deny​​not,​​then,​
​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​ ​the​​Most​​Gracious—for​​He​​hath​​verily​​ever​
​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​7b​ ​Verily,​ ​those​​who​​reject​​faith​​in​​God​​and​
​His​ ​Signs—the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​His​ ​Angels,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​renounce​
​them—in​ ​this​​world​​there​​is​ ​but​ ​humiliation​ ​and​ ​estrangement​ ​for​​them,​
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​and​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​them​ ​a​ ​most​ ​mighty​
​torment​ ​indeed,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​8​ ​These​ ​are​ ​the​ ​Verses​ ​of​
​God​​which​​We​​recite​​unto​​Thee,​​that​​perchance​​the​​people​​may​​not​​doubt​
​in​ ​God,​ ​even​​by​​so​​much​​as​​a​​mustard​​seed,​​and​​that​​they​​may​​proclaim,​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​​the​​Word​​of​​divine​
​Communion—​​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​9​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Are​
​various​ ​lords​ ​better,​ ​or​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​
​except​​Him​​—the​​Peerless,​ ​the​​Single,​​the​​One,​​the​​Eternal,​​Who​​is​​without​
​partner,​ ​and​​there​​is​​naught​​like​​unto​​Him?​​For​​He​​is​​Self-Sufficient​​above​
​all​ ​that​ ​is​ ​in​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​upon​​the​​earth—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​been,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​the​​Ever-Abiding.​ ​10​​He​​it​ ​is​
​Who​ ​originated​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​​the​​earth,​​and​​whatsoever​​lieth​​between​
​them,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Power.​ ​Have​ ​ye​ ​then,​ ​with​ ​you,​​any​​who​​impresseth​​upon​
​the​ ​creation​ ​beside​ ​Him?​ ​Glorified​ ​be​​He!​​He​​is​ ​the​​One​​worthy​​of​​true​
​devotion—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Almighty,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​11​​The​​people​​are​​not​​equal​​in​​faith—amongst​
​them​​are​​those​​who​​have​​hastened​​unto​​the​​Garden,​​like​​unto​​a​​ray​​of​​the​
​sun,​ ​and​ ​some​​have​​stood​​upon​​the​​right-hand​​side​​of​​the​​Throne,​​while​
​others​​lie​​prostrate​​unto​​God​​upon​​the​​earth,​​and​​even​​others​​that​​are​​but​
​supplicants​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Gate—none​ ​knoweth​ ​their​ ​station​ ​save​ ​God,​ ​for​ ​He​
​verily​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​12​ ​Verily,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​
​One—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Knowledgeable​​of​​all​​things.​​13​
​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Enjoin​​the​​Most​​Great​​Rectitude​​of​​Our​​Remembrance,​
​and​ ​rebuke​ ​those​ ​who​ ​rely​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​rather​ ​than​ ​God—vie​ ​ye​
​with​ ​one​​another​ ​in​​obeisance​ ​unto​​that​​Book​​before​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​
​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​and​​in​​thanksgiving.​​14​​O​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​If​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​not​ ​content​ ​with​ ​My​ ​Remembrance,​ ​then​
​perish​​in​​your​​wrath,​​and​​depart​​from​​the​​Land​​of​​God,​​if​​ye​​be​​able—but​
​how​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​depart​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​Kingdom?​ ​Be​ ​not​ ​deceived​ ​by​​Satan,​​but​
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​serve​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​with​ ​all​ ​your​ ​heart,​ ​that​ ​haply​ ​ye​​might​​inherit​
​Paradise​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​​the​​Gate,​ ​abiding​​therein​ ​forever​ ​and​ ​ever.​
​15​​O​​People!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​in​​your​​journey​​unto​​the​​people​​of​​the​
​towns,​​and​​know​​that​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Watchful​​over​​all​​the​​worlds.​​16​
​Whatsoever​​evil​ ​ye​​commit,​​We​​shall​ ​assuredly​​make​​ye​​taste​​the​​Fire​​as​​its​
​recompense,​ ​and​​whatsoever​​good​​ye​​do,​​ye​​shall​ ​indeed,​​in​​very​​truth,​​find​
​it​ ​preserved​ ​with​ ​God​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​17​ ​Spend​ ​for​ ​your​​own​
​souls​ ​through​ ​the​ ​righteousness​ ​of​ ​your​ ​deeds,​ ​and​ ​upon​​the​​poor​​from​
​your​ ​wealth,​ ​night​ ​and​ ​day,​ ​in​ ​private​ ​and​ ​outwardly,​ ​as​ ​much​ ​as​ ​ye​​are​
​able,​​without​​fear​​of​​poverty—for​​verily,​​God​​increaseth​​unto​​whomsoever​
​He​​willeth,​​through​​His​​Power—for​​the​​Will​ ​of​​the​​Lord​​thy​​God​​cannot​
​be​ ​averted,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​in​ ​aught.​ ​18​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​
​Earth!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​Call​ ​from​​around​​the​​Gate,​ ​for​​God​​verily​​hath​
​inspired​​Me,​ ​“None​​hath​​borne​​witness​​in​​the​​Pathway​​of​​this​​Remembrance​
​save​ ​that​ ​their​ ​reward​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​settled​ ​by​ ​God—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​19​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​If​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​indeed​ ​truthful​
​unto​ ​God​ ​in​ ​your​​supplications,​​and​​patiently​​await​​Our​​assurance,​​then​
​by​ ​My​ ​True​ ​Lord—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​
​Him​​—the​​True​​One!​​None​​hath​​followed​​this​​Remembrance​​proceeding​
​from​ ​Me​ ​save​ ​that​ ​they​ ​have​ ​indeed​ ​followed​ ​Me,​ ​and​​whosoever​​loveth​
​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​hath​ ​verily​ ​loved​ ​Me.​ ​And​
​whosoever​​yearneth​​to​​behold​​Me,​​let​​them​​gaze​​upon​​His​​Countenance,​
​and​ ​whosoever​ ​yearneth​ ​to​ ​hear​ ​My​ ​Speech,​ ​let​ ​them​ ​hearken,​​from​​the​
​Truthful​​Tongue​​of​​God,​​unto​​the​​Treasuries​​of​​Wisdom​​opened​​with​​the​
​Keys​ ​of​ ​Mercy,​ ​“Seek​ ​naught​​from​​Me​​save​​as​​ye​​are​​commanded​​through​
​My​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Self!”​ ​For​ ​He​ ​verily​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Light​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Reality​ ​of​ ​the​
​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​sent​ ​Him​ ​down​ ​with​ ​Me,​ ​that​ ​ye​
​might​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​of​ ​Him,​ ​even​ ​as​​the​​Angels​​and​​Prophets​​have​​borne​
​witness​​of​​Him.​​By​​your​​True​​Lord—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​
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​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—there​ ​is​ ​naught​ ​like​ ​unto​ ​Him!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​
​Him​ ​as​ ​My​ ​Soul​ ​within​ ​the​​realms​​of​​Revelation​​and​​creation,​​and​​I​ ​am​
​not​​separated​​from​​Him,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​from​​aught​​that​​your​​Lord,​
​the​ ​most​ ​Gracious,​ ​hath​ ​reckoned.​ ​Neither​ ​doth​ ​He​ ​part​ ​from​ ​Me,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​eternally,​​forever​​and​​evermore.​​20​​Yea,​​verily,​​I​
​am​​the​​Herald​​calling​​out​​through​​the​​very​​Heart​​of​​the​​Book,​​through​​the​
​Gate,​ ​and​ ​there​ ​is​ ​no​ ​Pathway​ ​unto​​Me​​this​​Day​​save​​through​​this​​Most​
​Exalted​​Gate,​ ​which​​God​​hath​​made​​Supreme​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​21​
​So​ ​beseech​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​unseen​ ​realities​ ​of​ ​the​
​heavens​​and​​the​​earth—for​​God​​hath​​caused​​Him​​to​​bear​​witness​​unto​​the​
​formation​​of​​all​ ​things,​ ​and​​hath​​purified​​His​​nature​​from​​the​​inmates​​of​
​the​ ​Blazing​ ​Fire​ ​and​ ​their​ ​Book.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​should​​ye​​beseech​​Him​​and​
​He​​judge​​not​​between​​you,​​doubt​​not​​in​​the​​True​​Remembrance​​of​​Truth!​
​Do​​ye​​know​​better,​ ​or​​is​ ​it​ ​God,​​Who​​fashioned​​Him,​​He​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things?​​22​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Euphrates!​​Hearken​
​unto​​the​​Call​​of​​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​from​​around​​the​​Fire,​​“Lo,​
​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​God—there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Me!​​By​​My​​True​​Might!​
​This​ ​Remembrance​ ​was​ ​prostrate​ ​before​ ​Me​ ​when​​naught​​existed​​of​​you.​​I​
​cherished​ ​to​ ​make​ ​Him​ ​known,​ ​therefore​ ​I​ ​said​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​who​ ​were​ ​not,​
​‘Be!’—and​ ​lo,​ ​the​ ​Throne,​ ​the​ ​Seat,​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​
​whatsoever​​lieth​​between​​them,​​were​​made​​manifest,​​‘O​​My​​devoted​​Servant!​
​Draw​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​Me,​​and​​be​​not​​sorrowful—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​
​with​ ​Thee,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​truth,​​as​​Witness.​​’”​ ​23​​There​​is​ ​no​​soul​
​but​​that​​God​​hath​​prescribed​​its​​Appointed​​Term​​within​​this​​Book,​​by​​the​
​Hands​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​appointed​​and​
​irrevocably​ ​decreed.​ ​24​ ​Whosoever​ ​yearneth​ ​for​ ​God​ ​and​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​
​come—We​ ​shall​ ​assuredly​ ​guide​ ​them​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Remembrance.​ ​And​
​whosoever​ ​desireth​ ​the​ ​life​ ​of​ ​this​ ​world—We​ ​shall​ ​grant​ ​it​ ​unto​ ​them​
​through​ ​the​ ​Remembrance.​ ​Yet​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​raised​ ​for​ ​neither​ ​these​ ​nor​
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​those​ ​any​ ​other​ ​upright​ ​support,​ ​save​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​
​with​​the​​truth.​​25​​Say:​​“Those​​who​​have​​rejected​​faith​​in​​God​​have​​perished,​
​and​ ​ye​ ​too​ ​are​ ​dead!​ ​Wherefore,​ ​hasten​ ​ye​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Garden,​ ​and​ ​remove​
​yourselves​​far​​from​​the​​Fire.​​By​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth​​of​​God!​​The​​life​​of​​this​
​world​ ​is​ ​uprooted,​ ​and​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​ ​ordained​ ​for​ ​it​ ​any​ ​abiding​ ​place.​
​Verily,​ ​the​ ​life​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​ ​Life,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​estimation​ ​of​
​God—​​abiding,​ ​everlasting,​ ​eternal.​​”​ ​26​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Verily,​ ​this​
​Day,​ ​My​ ​Proof​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​is​ ​this​ ​Remembrance!​​Advance,​​then,​​unto​
​the​ ​Holy​ ​Land,​ ​and​ ​be​ ​patient​ ​therein,​ ​and​ ​render​ ​ye​ ​assistance​ ​unto​
​God—​​sincerely​​for​​His​​sake,​ ​detached​​from​​the​​people—and​​turn​​ye​​unto​
​Me,​​for​​We​​shall​ ​never​​suffer​​to​​be​​lost​​the​​reward​​of​​the​​doers​​of​​good.​​27​
​Whosoever​ ​perisheth​ ​along​ ​the​ ​Way,​ ​their​ ​reward​ ​hath​ ​assuredly​ ​fallen​
​upon​ ​Me—for​​verily,​ ​within​​the​​Book​​of​​God,​​it​ ​hath​​ever​​been​ ​recorded​
​in​​the​​Balance​​of​​the​​Remembrance.​​28​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​God​​hath​
​exalted​ ​Our​ ​Name​ ​in​ ​honor​​through​​the​​Most​​Mighty​​Name—but​​God​
​hath​​not​​appointed​​it​ ​for​​the​​faithful​​save​​as​​a​​written​​mercy,​​nor​​for​​those​
​who​​reject​​faith,​​except​​as​​a​​most​​mighty​​vengeance!​​Be​​ye,​​then,​​mindful​​of​
​your​ ​Lord​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​all​ ​shall​ ​return​ ​unto​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Exalted—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​29​ ​O​
​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​ ​Wert​ ​Thou​ ​to​ ​have​ ​instructed​ ​and​​spoken​​unto​​the​
​faithful​ ​of​ ​Thy​​true​​station,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth,​​the​​faithful​​would​
​have​ ​dispersed​ ​from​ ​around​ ​Thee—even​ ​as​ ​Thou​ ​hast​ ​banished​ ​the​
​darkness​ ​at​ ​the​ ​dawning​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Sun.​​Be,​​then,​​merciful​​unto​​the​​faithful​
​with​ ​Thy​ ​graciousness—for​ ​the​​people​​shall​ ​never​​attain​​unto​​Thee,​​save​
​as​ ​the​ ​ant​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​summit​ ​Divine​ ​Unity.​​Forgive​​them,​​then,​​and​​place​
​Thy​ ​trust​ ​upon​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​
​Him​​—My​​Lord​​and​​Thy​​Lord.​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​bountiful​
​unto​​the​​faithful—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​
​things.​ ​30​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​By​​your​​Lord!​​Verily,​​‘Alí​​ibn​​Abu​​Ṭálib​
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​was​​indeed​​amongst​​you​​from​​God,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth.​​He​​knoweth​
​all​ ​that​ ​is​ ​in​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​upon​​the​​earth,​​and​​whatsoever​​ye​​imagine​
​within​ ​your​​inmost​​selves—for​​He​​is​ ​the​​Truth​​from​​God,​​and​​upon​​the​
​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​He​​shall​​assuredly​​be,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​a​
​Witness​ ​over​​you.​​31​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​fashioned​​the​​faithful​​from​​the​
​Chieftains—from​ ​the​ ​radiance​ ​overflowing​ ​from​ ​the​ ​glorious​ ​Veils​ ​of​
​Light​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance.​​Fasten​​your​​inmost​​hearts​​upon​​Most​​Pure​
​Path,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted—for​ ​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​the​ ​Ever-abiding.​ ​32​ ​Say​​naught​​concerning​​the​
​Most​​Great​​Remembrance​​of​​God​​save​​the​​truth!​​For​​verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​
​abided​ ​with​ ​God​ ​and​ ​with​ ​Us,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth.​ ​He​ ​speaketh​
​naught​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​save​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​by​ ​Our​
​Command—for​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Upright​ ​Path,​ ​within​ ​the​
​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire—​​perfectly​ ​Straight.​ ​33​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​​the​​Earth!​​Hearken​
​unto​ ​the​ ​Testimony​​of​​God,​​according​​to​​His​​Most​​Great​​Word,​ ​“Verily,​
​earth​​and​​heaven,​​and​​all​​that​​lieth​​between​​them,​​are​​in​​His​​sight​​but​​as​​a​
​ring​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​finger​ ​of​ ​one​ ​amongst​ ​you—He​ ​turneth​ ​whithersoever​ ​He​
​willeth.​ ​For​ ​the​ ​True​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​God​ ​is​ ​within​ ​His​ ​own​ ​Hands—ever​ ​nigh​
​indeed.​ ​And​ ​the​ ​Kingdom​ ​He​ ​turneth​ ​as​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed,​
​through​ ​that​ ​which​ ​he​ ​hath​ ​willed,​ ​and​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​unjust​ ​to​ ​none​ ​in​
​aught—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​34​​O​​Faithful​
​Ones!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​through​​My​​Remembrance,​​Whose​​piety​​is,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​exalted​ ​in​ ​might​ ​indeed.​​35​​Lo!​​The​​Most​
​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Great—Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​Supreme.​​36​
​And​​verily,​ ​when​​We​​presented,​​through​​the​​Supreme​​Scene​​of​​the​​Primal​
​Covenant,​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Name​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​creation,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​the​
​Prophets​ ​outstripped​ ​all​ ​others​ ​in​ ​steadfastness.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​God​
​appointed​ ​them​ ​unto​​the​​station​​of​ ​leadership,​ ​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​
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​truth,​ ​over​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds.​ ​37​ ​Amongst​ ​them​​were​​those​​who​​tarried​​but​
​less​ ​than​ ​the​ ​twinkling​ ​of​ ​an​ ​eye—whereupon​ ​God​ ​seized​ ​them​​in​​their​
​hesitation,​ ​such​ ​as​ ​Adam,​ ​Shu‘ayb,​ ​Jonah,​ ​and​ ​Job—until​ ​they​ ​fastened​
​their​​hearts​​upon​​Thee.​​Next,​​in​​precedence​​of​​response,​​came​​the​​Trustees​
​of​ ​the​ ​Prophets,​ ​and​ ​for​ ​them​ ​God​ ​established​ ​a​ ​succession​ ​of​ ​leadership​
​upon​ ​the​ ​earth.​ ​After​​them​​came​​those​​for​​whom​​divine​​Providence​​had​
​been​ ​ordained​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​and​ ​thereafter​ ​the​ ​people,​
​whom​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​to​​be​​last—yet​​the​​most​​virtuous​​amongst​
​them.​ ​For​ ​naught​ ​is​ ​there​ ​save​ ​that​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​clearly​ ​reckoned​
​through​​that​​Gate.​​38​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Fear​​ye​​God!​​Verily,​​We​​desire​
​naught​ ​save​ ​your​ ​salvation,​ ​yet​ ​ye​ ​know​ ​not​ ​what​ ​benefiteth​ ​your​ ​own​
​selves,​ ​nor​​what​​bringeth​​you​​harm—for​​He,​​verily,​​is​​the​​True​​One,​​Who​
​instructeth​​you​​in​​the​​Cause​​of​​God,​​that​​ye​​might,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​
​for​​the​​sake​​of​​your​​very​​own​​selves,​​become​​beloved​​through​​that​​Gate.​​39​
​And​ ​if​ ​ye​ ​turn​ ​aside​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​He​ ​verily​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Self-Sufficient,​ ​in​ ​very​
​truth,​ ​above​ ​you—yet​ ​ye​ ​are,​ ​by​ ​your​ ​own​ ​selves,​ ​grievously​ ​unjust​ ​and​
​wretched​ ​indeed.​ ​40​ ​“Joseph,​ ​O​ ​Most​​Truthful​​One!​​Interpret​​thy​​vision​​in​
​Seven​ ​Words,​ ​from​ ​Him​ ​Who​​is​ ​All-Wise,​ ​All-Aware​​—for​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​41​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​God​ ​hath​
​assuredly​ ​shown​ ​you​ ​the​ ​truth​ ​in​ ​seven​ ​green​ ​ears​ ​of​ ​grain​ ​through​ ​that​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word,​ ​that​ ​haply​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​turn​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​​God​​and​
​labour​​along​​the​​Pathway​​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​in​​reverent​​longing​​for​​the​
​One​ ​True​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​42​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​interpreted​​this​​Blessed​​Verse​​with​​this​​Pure,​​Manifest​​Sign,​
​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​that​ ​Our​ ​foremost​ ​adherents​ ​might​ ​be​ ​made​
​known—those​ ​who​ ​yearn​ ​for​ ​Us​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Gate,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Gate—​​in​
​praiseworthy exaltation.​
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​48. Súrah of the Call, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​He​ ​said,​ ​“Sow​​ye​​grain​​for​​seven​​years,​ ​diligently—and​​whatsoever​​ye​​reap,​
​leave​ ​in​ ​its​ ​sheath,​ ​save​ ​a​ ​little​​whereof​​ye​​may​​eat.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Há-Lám.​​3​
​God​​hath​​verily​​inspired​​Me,​​“Verily,​​this​​Remembrance​​is​​the​​Most​​Mighty​
​Remembrance!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful,​ ​O​ ​My​ ​devoted​ ​Servants,​ ​lest​ ​ye​​say​​of​​Him​
​some​ ​Word​ ​at​ ​variance​ ​with​​the​​Decree​​of​​God—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​
​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him—for​ ​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​Sublime,​
​and​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​Supreme.​​”​ ​4​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​this​​youth​​is​​the​​devoted​
​Servant​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​taken​ ​His​ ​Covenant,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​from​ ​all​ ​things—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​
​things.​ ​5​​O​​Concourse​​of​​Lights!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​Call​​from​​around​​this​
​Gate,​ ​“Verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​the​​Proof​​of​​God,​​from​​God​​Himself,​​upon​​all​​creation.”​
​Lo!​​God​​hath​​verily​​inspired​​Me,​​“Whosoever​​cometh​​from​​amongst​​you,​​on​
​the​​Day​​of​​Separation,​​with​​this​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance,​​is,​​in​​the​​sight​​of​
​God,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Faith—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​writ​ ​the​​Decree​​within​​the​
​Mother​​Book.”​ ​6​​But​​whosoever​​approacheth​​the​​Most​​Gracious​​bereft​​of​
​His​​Covenant​​shall​ ​be​​unable​​to​​accomplish​​aught​​for​​themselves,​​and​​for​
​them,​​from​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​is​ ​but​​the​​most​​afflictive,​ ​most​​exemplary​
​punishment—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.​​7​​O​​People​
​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Hath​ ​not​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​come​ ​unto​ ​you​​with​​the​​very​
​truth?​​How​​then​​do​​ye​​judge​​yourselves​​by​​the​​judgment​​of​​the​​Evil​​One?​
​Is​ ​one​ ​who​ ​followeth​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​like​ ​one​ ​who​ ​hath​
​incurred​ ​the​ ​Wrath​ ​of​ ​God?​ ​What​​aileth​​you​​that​​ye​​understand​​not​​the​
​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Signs​ ​of​ ​God,​​by​​the​​Most​​Genuine​​Truth,​​as​​befitteth​​the​
​Firm​ ​Truth—even​ ​a​ ​mere​ ​glimmer​ ​thereof.​ ​8​ ​Verily,​ ​this​ ​Faith,​ ​in​ ​the​
​estimation​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Faith​ ​of​ ​Muḥammad.​ ​Hasten,​
​then,​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Riḍwán,​​with​​the​​One​​True​
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​God,​​if​ ​ye​​be​ ​steadfast​ ​and​ ​thankful​ ​for​​His​​Signs,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​​9​​For​​verily,​​God​​hath​​bestowed​​His​​bounty​​upon​​the​​faithful​​when​
​He​ ​raised​ ​up​ ​amongst​ ​them​ ​a​​Gate​ ​from​​their​​own​​selves,​ ​to​​recite​​unto​
​them​ ​His​ ​Verses,​ ​to​ ​purify​ ​them,​ ​and​ ​to​ ​teach​ ​them​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​and​
​Wisdom—for​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​were​ ​ere​ ​this,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​
​Book,​ ​save​ ​an​ ​Alif​ ​adjoined​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Yá.​​10​​And​​when​​calamity​​visiteth​
​you,​​remember​​God,​​your​​Creator,​​and​​rely​​not​​upon​​your​​own​​selves,​​but​
​say,​ ​“All​​is​ ​from​​God!”​ ​What​​aileth​​these​​faithful,​ ​that​​the​​heedless​​discern​
​not​ ​Our​ ​most​ ​wondrous​ ​utterance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​11​ ​O​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Enter​ ​ye​ ​whole-heartedly​ ​through​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​by​ ​the​
​Grace​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​never​ ​permitted​ ​any​
​mortal​​ere​​you​​to​​pass​​through​​it.​​Follow​​ye,​​then,​​the​​Most​​Great​​Riḍwán​
​of​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​of​
​Grace,​ ​exalted​​in​​might.​ ​12​​For​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​
​things.​ ​13​​Verily,​ ​intrigue​​proceedeth​​from​​Satan!​​Indeed,​​those​​who​​reject​
​faith​​seek​​naught​​save​​to​​sadden​​Our​​cherished​​friends,​​but​​never​​shall​​he​
​assist​ ​you​​in​​aught​​save​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God—for​​upon​​God​​do​​the​​faithful​
​place​ ​their​ ​trust​ ​entire.​ ​14​​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Be​​not​​grieved​​by​​those​​who​
​turn​​away​​from​​the​​Remembrance,​​who​​call​ ​upon​​other​​than​​God—who​
​devise​​falsehood—​​deluded​​away​​from​​the​​truth.​​15​​These​​harm​​not​​God​​in​
​aught—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​never​​willed​​for​​them​​any​​share​​in​​the​​time​​to​
​come,​ ​and​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​​them​ ​a​​most​​afflictive,​ ​most​​exemplary​
​punishment​ ​within​​the​​infernal​​fire​​of​​Hell.​ ​16​​Think​​not​​that​​those​​who​
​have​​rejected​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​​surpass​​Him​​in​​aught—for​​verily,​
​We​ ​have​ ​outstretched​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​over​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​might​ ​be​
​intensified​​by​​the​​Fire,​​and​​God​​hath​​ordained​​naught​​for​​them​​in​​the​​time​
​to​​come​​but​ ​a​​most​​humiliating​​punishment.​ ​17​​Unto​​God​​belongeth​​the​
​inheritance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​heard​ ​the​
​saying​​of​​those​​who​​say,​ ​“Verily,​ ​God​​is​ ​poor,​ ​while​​we​​are​​rich​​without​​the​
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​Remembrance!”​ ​Say:​ ​“When​ ​ye​ ​perish,​ ​ye​​shall​​bear​​witness,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​
​that​​God​​is​ ​indeed​​the​​Self-Sufficient,​ ​and​​all​​who​​are​​bereft​​of​​Him​​are​​but​
​poor​ ​at​ ​His​ ​Gate—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Self-Sufficient,​ ​Supreme!​​”​ ​18​
​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prescribed​ ​that​ ​death​ ​shall​ ​overtake​ ​every​ ​soul,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​​commandments​ ​enshrined​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​
​19​ ​Whosoever​ ​turneth​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​and​ ​followeth​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​hath​​verily​​attained​​unto​​God,​​the​​Self-Sufficient—for​​He​
​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​20​ ​Verily,​ ​in​ ​the​
​origination​​of​​Verses,​ ​in​​the​​fashioning​​of​​souls,​ ​in​​the​​day​​and​​the​​night,​
​and​ ​in​ ​the​ ​moon​ ​and​ ​the​ ​stars,​ ​are​ ​Signs​ ​for​ ​every​​Gate​​that,​ ​within​​the​
​Mother​​Book,​​hath​ ​turned​​in​​devotion​​unto​​God.​ ​21​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​
​granted​ ​the​ ​Kingdom​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​unto​ ​Our​ ​very​ ​own​
​selves—for​​We​​have​​ever​​been,​​by​​God,​​Self-Sufficient​​above​​all​​the​​worlds.​
​22​​Verily,​ ​those​​who​​remember​​God​​by​​night​​and​​by​​day,​​and​​throughout​
​their​ ​times,​ ​and​ ​say,​ ​“O​ ​our​ ​Lord!​ ​Verily,​ ​we​ ​have​ ​heard​ ​Thy​ ​Verses​ ​and​
​awaited​ ​Thy​ ​Cause.​ ​Confirm​ ​then​ ​our​ ​hearts,​ ​O​ ​God,​ ​by​ ​Thy​
​Command—for​ ​verily,​ ​Thou​ ​art​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​23​ ​These​ ​are​
​they​​who​​have​​attained​​unto​​the​​Garden,​​and​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​prescribed​
​for​ ​them​ ​a​ ​twofold​ ​recompense.​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Guardian​ ​of​ ​the​
​faithful—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​24​
​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Follow​​ye​​the​​Fire​​proceeding​​from​​the​​Water—for​
​it​ ​speaketh​​naught​​save​​by​​God,​ ​“Verily,​ ​He​​is​ ​the​​True​​One—there​​is​​none​
​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him!​ ​Hold​ ​ye​ ​fast,​ ​all​ ​of​​you,​​unto​​the​​Cord​​of​​God—for​
​this​​indeed​​is​​the​​truth​​In​​the​​Beginning​​of​​the​​Book​​of​​God,​​enshrined​​within​
​the​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.”​ ​25​ ​O​ ​Assembly​ ​of​ ​Jinn​ ​and​ ​Human!​ ​Seek​ ​ye​ ​the​
​Grace​​proceeding​​from​​us—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​established​​the​​Kingdom​
​of​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth​​for​​Us​​through​​that​​Most​​Glorious​​Gate—​​a​
​Supreme​​Testimony​ ​indeed—​​26​​Verily,​ ​Thou​​art,​​within​​the​​Most​​Exalted​
​Book​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​ever​ ​Praiseworthy!​ ​27​ ​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​
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​Call​ ​from​ ​around​ ​this​ ​Gate,​ ​and​ ​hope​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​that​ ​is​ ​with​ ​this​
​Remembrance—the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Name​ ​of​ ​God—and​ ​strive​ ​against​ ​the​
​heedless​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Path,​​purely​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​​and​​not​​for​​the​​sake​​of​
​the​ ​people—if​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​thankful​ ​unto​​God,​​the​​Most​​Praiseworthy.​​28​​God​
​hath​ ​assured​ ​eternity​ ​for​ ​His​ ​cherished​ ​ones—and​ ​verily,​ ​the​​Promise​​of​
​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​is​ ​indeed​ ​true,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​hath​ ​originated​
​within​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​“Gaze​ ​ye,​ ​upon​​Our​​Most​​Great​​Light!”​ ​He​​is​ ​the​​Most​
​Exalted,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​ ​In​​the​​Beginning​ ​of​​the​​Book,​ ​enthralled​​in​
​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​29​ ​O​ ​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​gather​ ​all​ ​creation​
​within​​one​​domain.​​Erelong​​shall​ ​God​​question​​you,​​through​​the​​Tongue​
​of​​the​​Remembrance,​​concerning​​that​​which​​ye​​have​​wrought—for​​He​​is​
​the​​Judge,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​and​​He​​shall​​judge​​between​​you​
​with​ ​equity,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Path​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​Firm​
​Truth—​​in​ ​praiseworthy​ ​exaltation.​ ​30​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​
​placed​​the​​names​​of​​the​​faithful​​in​​Thy​​hands—but​​verily,​ ​We​​determine,​
​through​ ​divine​ ​Justice,​ ​the​ ​names​ ​of​ ​the​ ​impious,​ ​as​ ​recited​ ​within​ ​the​
​Book​​of​​Sijjín.​ ​31​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​foreordained,​​in​​very​​truth,​​for​​Me,​
​and​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God—this​ ​Youth—a​ ​station​
​known​ ​unto​ ​naught​ ​save​ ​God,​ ​Our​ ​Creator.​ ​Yet​ ​ye​ ​apprehend​ ​not​ ​Our​
​Cause,​ ​save​ ​as​ ​mirrors​ ​reflect​ ​in​ ​reverse​ ​the​ ​radiant​ ​image​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lamp​
​through​ ​crimson​ ​glass.​ ​That​ ​truth​ ​hath​ ​been​​severed​​from​​God​​for​​your​
​very​​own​​sakes—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​hath​​ever​​been​​irrevocably​​ordained​
​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​32​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​
​things.​ ​33​​Verily,​ ​the​​Remembrance​​belongeth​​unto​​God—for​​He,​​in​​very​
​truth,​ ​is​ ​the​ ​All-Knowing!​ ​Wherefore,​ ​whensoever​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed,​ ​He​
​hath​​been​​made​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​34​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​
​ye​​mindful​​of​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​Who​​hath​​fashioned​​you​​from​​a​​single​
​water,​ ​and​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​for​ ​every​ ​soul​ ​a​ ​pair​ ​from​ ​its​ ​own​​self.​ ​Verily,​
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​God​​formeth​​you​​through​​the​​Gate​​as​​He​​willeth,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Watchful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​35​ ​Lo!​ ​When​ ​We​ ​bestow​
​upon​​all​ ​creation​​a​​Line​​from​​this​​Book,​​they​​become​​wax​​proud​​upon​​the​
​earth​​and​​contend​​against​​the​​Remembrance—yet​​God​​knoweth​​best​​His​
​enemies—and​ ​sufficient​ ​is​ ​God​ ​as​ ​Guardian,​ ​and​ ​sufficient​ ​is​ ​God​ ​as​
​Knower!​ ​36​​Verily,​ ​those​​who​​distort​​the​​Word​​from​​its​ ​proper​​place,​​and​
​say,​ ​“We​​have​​heard​​the​​Most​​Wondrous​​Verses​ ​of​​God​​from​​the​​Tongue​​of​
​the​​Remembrance,”​ ​then​​proceed​​to​​disobey​​the​​Remembrance​​with​​their​
​tongues,​ ​reviling​ ​the​ ​Faith—God​ ​and​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​have​ ​assuredly​ ​cursed​
​them​ ​for​ ​their​ ​rejection​ ​of​ ​faith,​ ​for​ ​they​​have​​no​​faith​​in​​Our​​Verses,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​save​ ​a​​few​ ​amongst​​the​​faithful​​thereof.​​37​​For​
​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​​things.​​38​​O​​people​​of​
​the​ ​Book!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​faithful​ ​unto​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​Me,​
​confirming​ ​that​​which​​is​​with​​you,​​ere​​death​​approach​​you​​of​​a​​sudden.​​For​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​spoken,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​ ​“He​​shall​​never​
​forgive​ ​any​ ​that​ ​make​ ​a​ ​partnership​ ​with​ ​this​ ​Remembrance—but​​beyond​
​those,​ ​He​ ​forgiveth​ ​whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth.”​ ​Verily,​ ​whoso​ ​associateth​ ​a​
​partner​ ​with​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​wrought​ ​a​ ​manifest​ ​sin​ ​against​ ​the​
​Remembrance.​​39​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Remembrance!​​Ye​​purify​​not​​your​​own​
​selves—nay,​ ​God​ ​purifieth​ ​whomsoever​ ​He​ ​willeth,​ ​through​ ​His​
​Knowledge—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​consequential​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​40​​Gaze​​not​​upon​​those​​who​​have​​received​​their​
​share​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​then​ ​forged​​a​​lie​​against​​God—who​​serve​
​station​ ​and​​the​​Evil​ ​One​​instead​​of​​God.​​They​​commit​​against​​their​​own​
​selves,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​a​​manifest​​sin.​​41​​Have​​ye​​have,​​then,​
​any​ ​share​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Kingdom?​ ​Bring​ ​ye​ ​forth,​ ​then,​ ​unto​ ​Me​ ​a​ ​particle​
​thereof—but​​never​​shall​ ​ye​​be​​capable,​ ​to​​be​​bring​​forth​​even​​the​​smallest​
​thread​ ​of​ ​a​ ​date-stone​ ​thereof,​ ​for​ ​ye​ ​are​​poor​​indeed.​ ​42​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​
​hath​ ​interpreted​ ​this​ ​Blessed​ ​Verse​ ​within​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word,​ ​“For​
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​those​ ​who​ ​seek​ ​the​ ​Evil​ ​One,​ ​are​ ​seven​ ​Gates​ ​of​ ​Infernal​ ​Hellfire.​ ​And​​for​
​those​ ​who​ ​seek​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​there​ ​are​ ​seven​​Gates​​of​​Bliss!”​ ​For​​these​
​faithful​​ones,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​decreed—God​​willing—that​​they​​shall​​be​​in​​the​​Garden​
​ere​​that​​year​​naught​​shall​​be​​mentioned​​save​​God—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Powerful​​over all things.​
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​49. Súrah of the Commandments I, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“Then​ ​shall​ ​come,​ ​after​ ​that,​ ​seven​​harsh​​years​​which​​shall​​devour​​what​​ye​
​have​​laid​​up​​for​​them,​​save​​a​​little​​of​​that​​which​​ye​​shall​​preserve.”​​Ṭ​​á-Há.​​4​
​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Call​​upon​​the​​Witnesses​​amongst​​your​​brethren​​when​​ye​
​perceive​​the​​traces​​of​​death​​within​​your​​own​​selves,​​and​​bear​​witness​​unto​
​God​ ​and​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​creation​ ​through​ ​the​ ​sole​ ​Testimony​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​Deal​
​justly​​with​​your​​wealth,​​and​​set​​your​​hearts​​upon​​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​the​
​Most​​Gracious,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​erelong​​shall​​ye​​find​​the​​One​​True​​God​
​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​Most​ ​Generous.​ ​5​ ​O​ ​Ye​ ​who​ ​have​ ​faith!​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​
​prescribed​ ​a​ ​Fast​ ​for​ ​you​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Month​ ​of​ ​Rama​​ḍ​​án​ ​wherein​ ​the​
​Qur’án​​was​​revealed—therefore,​ ​complete​​ye​​the​​term,​​and​​commemorate​
​the​​Lord​​your​​God​​during​​those​​appointed​​days,​​that​​ye​​might​​be​​enrolled​
​amongst​​the​​ranks​​of​​the​​Faithful​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​6​​Whosoever​​is​
​on​​a​​journey​​during​​the​​Month​​of​​God,​​or​​who​​hath​​been​​excused​​before​
​God,​ ​must​ ​reprise​ ​those​ ​days​ ​as​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed.​ ​And​ ​those​ ​who​ ​are​
​unable​​to​​endure​ ​the​​Fast,​​upon​​them​​is​​the​​ransom​​of​​feeding​​the​​poor,​​as​
​decreed​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​​Book.​​But​​those​​who​​possess​​no​​means​​for​
​themselves,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prescribed​ ​that​ ​they​ ​commemorate​ ​Him​
​often​​—morning​ ​and​ ​evening—in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​within​ ​the​
​vicinity​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​7​ ​Verily,​ ​We​ ​cherish​ ​no​ ​desire​ ​for​ ​the​ ​people,​ ​save​
​obedience​ ​to​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​celebrated,​ ​and​ ​We​ ​burden​ ​none​ ​except​ ​as​
​preordained​ ​by​ ​its​ ​own​ ​strength​​—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​as​
​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​Self-Sufficient,​​Praiseworthy.​​8​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​If​
​ye​​fast,​ ​then​​fast​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​​and​​free​​yourselves​​from​​idle​​chatter​
​and​​vain​​amusement—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Fast​ ​is​​a​​bridge​​between​​God​​and​​His​
​creation.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​be​ ​not​ ​heedless​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​​for​​even​​the​
​briefest​ ​moment.​​9​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​prescribed​​upon​​you​​during​​this​
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​month—for​ ​those​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​who​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​of​ ​this​ ​month​
​throughout​ ​the​ ​land—that​ ​ye​ ​approach​ ​not​ ​the​ ​women,​ ​nor​ ​eat,​ ​nor​
​immerse​​yourselves​​in​​water,​​from​​the​​moment​​the​​white​​thread​​becometh​
​distinguishable​ ​from​​the​​black​​upon​​the​​horizon​​of​​heaven,​​until​ ​the​​sun​
​hath​ ​set​ ​and​ ​its​ ​redness​ ​abated.​​Then​​draw​​ye​​nigh​​unto​​your​​wives,​ ​and​
​partake​​of​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​made​​lawful​​for​​you.​​That​​is​​the​​Statute​​of​
​His​ ​Book​ ​aforetime—and​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​any​ ​variance​ ​for​ ​Our​
​ordinances​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God​ ​of​ ​old,​​nor​​in​​this​​Book​​of​​Ours,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​from​​aught​​there​​is​​therein.​​10​​Fast​​ye​​freely​​for​
​the​​sake​​of​​God,​​to​​the​​extent​​ye​​are​​able—for​​verily,​​We​​shall​​never​​suffer​
​the​​reward​​of​​the​​doers​​of​ ​good​ ​amongst​​you​​to​​be​​lost​​along​​the​​Pathway​
​of​​the​​Báb,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​11​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​​ye​
​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Wondrous​ ​Word,​ ​“Eschew​ ​the​
​smoking​ ​of​ ​substances!”​​—for​ ​it​ ​is​ ​that​ ​which​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​concocted​ ​for​ ​your​
​own​​selves.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​sanctify​​yourselves,​ ​lest​​ye​​become​​a​​dwelling-place​
​for​ ​Satan—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​purified​​you​​with​​the​​purification​​of​
​His​​most​​cherished​​friends.​​Set,​ ​then,​​your​​hearts​​upon​​God​​through​​that​
​Most​​Pure​​Decree,​ ​content​ ​with​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​and​​hasten​​unto​​Him.​
​12​ ​And​ ​pursue​ ​not​ ​the​ ​women​ ​who​ ​sequester​ ​themselves​ ​within​ ​the​
​Prayer-Hall,​ ​nor​ ​approach​ ​the​ ​machinations​ ​of​ ​Satan​ ​in​ ​your​ ​places​ ​of​
​worship—for​ ​verily,​ ​such​ ​is​ ​reprehensible​ ​before​ ​God​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Most​
​Great​​Book.​​These​​are​​the​​bounds​​set​​by​​God—approach​​them​​not—and​
​be​ ​ye,​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Verses​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​ever​​patient​​and​​thankful.​​13​​And​​complete​​the​
​major​ ​and​ ​minor​ ​Pilgrimages​​during​​those​​celebrated​​months,​​and​​know​
​that​​there​​is​ ​naught​​of​​the​​good​​that​​ye​​accomplish​​but​​that​​ye​​shall​​find​​it​
​in​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​14​
​Commemorate,​ ​then,​​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​in​​the​​land​​of​​‘Arafát​
​and​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Sacred​ ​Monument—and​ ​magnify​ ​God​ ​during​ ​those​ ​days​ ​of​
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​celebration,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may,​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Gate,​ ​be​ ​faithful​ ​and​ ​thankful​
​before​ ​God.​ ​15​ ​Verily,​ ​when​ ​the​ ​people​ ​call​ ​upon​ ​Us,​ ​by​ ​virtue​ ​of​ ​Our​
​Remembrance,​ ​We​ ​register​ ​a​ ​most​ ​magnificent​ ​grace​ ​in​ ​their​ ​favor—for​
​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​16​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​
​defined​​for​​you​​the​​limits​​and​​the​​laws​​of​​your​​Faith,​​that​​ye​​might​​know​
​that​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord,​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Self-Sufficient,​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​of​ ​the​
​Mercy​ ​Seat—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​through​ ​that​ ​Gate​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​been,​ ​upon​​the​​people,​ ​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​ ​Supreme.​ ​17​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​interdicted​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Praiseworthy​ ​Book—first,​
​wine;​​and​​second,​​gambling—wherefore,​ ​spurn​​ye​​both​​of​​these,​​and​​treat​
​not​ ​the​ ​ailing​ ​with​ ​drink​ ​which​ ​is​ ​forbidden—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​
​removed​ ​from​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​prohibited​ ​the​ ​element​ ​of​ ​healing,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—even​ ​a​​whit​ ​thereof.​ ​18​​Treat​​your​​ailing​​with​
​cold,​ ​invigorating​ ​water—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​formed​ ​all​ ​living​ ​things​ ​from​
​water,​​yet​​ye​​comprehend​​but​​a​​mere​​glimmer​​of​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Signs​​of​
​God.​​19​​O​​Assembly​​of​​the​​Faithful!​ ​Wed​​not​​the​​negligent​​women​​until​
​they​​have​​faith—even​​though​​their​​beauty​​might​​enchant​​you—for​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​​you,​​in​​the​​Garden,​​that​​which​​is​ ​far​​greater​​than​
​they.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​set​ ​your​ ​hearts​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Riḍwán​ ​of​
​God—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sublime,​ ​Supreme.​ ​20​ ​And​
​pursue​ ​not​ ​your​​wives​​during​​their​​course,​ ​nor​​after​​they​​have​​borne​​life,​
​until​ ​they​​have​​purified​​themselves—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​decreed​​that​​the​
​course​ ​for​ ​some​ ​women​ ​last​ ​three​ ​days,​ ​for​ ​others​ ​more,​​up​​to​​ten​​days.​
​And​​for​​those​​who​​have​​borne​​life,​ ​likewise​​ten​​days,​ ​should​​the​​bleeding​
​not​ ​yet​ ​cease.​ ​But​ ​should​ ​the​ ​bleeding​ ​have​ ​ceased​ ​ere​ ​ten​ ​days,​ ​then​
​purification​ ​is​ ​incumbent​ ​upon​ ​them—for​ ​it​ ​verily​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​enjoined​
​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​21​ ​And​ ​after​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​drawn​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​your​
​wives,​ ​or​​had​​an​​emission​​by​​yourselves,​​then​​bathe​​ye​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​
​your​ ​Creator,​ ​and​ ​enjoin​ ​upon​ ​your​ ​wives​​a​​purification​​in​​like​​manner,​
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​after​ ​their​ ​blood​ ​hath​ ​ceased—for​ ​verily,​ ​that​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Irrevocable​ ​Decree​
​from​ ​your​​Lord.​​Wherefore,​ ​hasten​​unto​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Most​​Exalted​
​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​according​​to​​the​​Firm​​Truth—for​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​
​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Sublime,​​Supreme.​ ​22​​Resolve​​not​​upon​​divorce—for​​it​​is​​a​
​grievous​ ​offense.​ ​Yet​ ​if​ ​they​ ​persist​ ​nonetheless,​ ​then​ ​counsel​ ​them​
​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​
​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.​ ​23​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ordained​​upon​​them,​​ere​
​they​​draw​​nigh​​unto​​their​​husbands,​​a​​waiting​​period​​of​​three​​courses,​​and​
​they​​are​​not​​to​​conceal​​what​​God​​hath​​fashioned​​within​​their​​wombs,​​nor​
​after​​having​​learned​​of​​a​​miscarriage,​​or​​aught​​that​​may​​occur​​within​​their​
​wombs—for​​all​ ​such​​is​​a​​trespass​​before​​the​​One​​True​​Lord​​your​​God,​​and​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​All-Aware​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​do​ ​in​ ​secret.​ ​24​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​decreed​​for​​the​​wives​​a​​period​​of​​waiting,​​after​​the​​absence​
​of​​their​​husbands,​​of​​four​​months​​and​​ten​​days,​ ​and​​then​​it​​is​​permissible​
​for​​them​​to​​do​​what​​they​​choose​​for​​their​​very​​own​​selves,​​according​​to​​the​
​Statute​ ​of​​the​​Book.​​Verily,​ ​God​​knoweth​​that​​which​​is​ ​within​​their​​own​
​souls,​ ​if​ ​they​​be​ ​faithful​ ​indeed—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​
​all​ ​things.​ ​25​ ​Should​ ​ye​ ​divorce​ ​your​ ​wives​ ​ere​ ​the​ ​marriage​ ​hath​ ​been​
​consummated,​​then​​half​​the​​dowry​​is​​due​​unto​​them,​​save​​they​​forgo​​it,​​or​
​unless​ ​the​ ​one​ ​in​ ​whose​ ​hand​ ​the​ ​contract​​was​​made​​remit​​it,​ ​with​​their​
​consent—for​ ​verily,​ ​should​ ​ye​ ​render​ ​unto​ ​them​​their​​due​​with​​integrity​
​before​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​ye​​shall​​assuredly​​be​​enrolled​​within​​the​​Register​
​of​ ​the​ ​Righteous.​ ​26​ ​And​ ​lend​ ​ye​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​faithful,​ ​to​​the​​extent​​ye​​are​
​able,​ ​with​ ​an​ ​assured​ ​testimony,​ ​for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​guaranteed​ ​for​ ​you​ ​a​
​manifold​ ​increase​​—and​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Promise​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​
​Book,​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​fulfilled.​ ​27​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Perform​ ​ye​ ​the​ ​Formal​
​Prayer,​ ​and​ ​render​ ​the​ ​alms​ ​unto​ ​those​ ​with​ ​whom​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​a​
​Covenant,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth—​​those​​accountable​​in​​the​​Pathway​
​of​ ​the​ ​Báb.​ ​28​ ​Verily,​ ​there​ ​is​ ​no​ ​good​ ​ye​ ​shall​ ​perform​ ​save​ ​that​ ​the​
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​Protector​ ​hath​ ​recorded​ ​it​ ​for​ ​you—erelong​ ​shall​ ​ye​ ​find​ ​your​​deeds,​ ​on​
​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​manifest​​before​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​in​​the​​land​​of​
​the​​Reckoning,​ ​exalted​​in​​might.​ ​29​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​prescribed​​upon​
​those​​who​​commit​​manslaughter​ ​the​​payment​​of​​the​​blood-money​​unto​​the​
​guardian​ ​of​ ​the​ ​deceased,​ ​and​ ​the​​freeing​​of​​a​​faithful​​soul,​ ​that​​they​​may​
​purify​ ​themselves.​ ​But​ ​whoso​ ​findeth​ ​not​ ​the​ ​means​ ​thereto,​ ​then​
​according​​to​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Book​​it​​is​​incumbent​​upon​​them​​to​​fast​​for​
​consecutive​ ​months,​ ​as​ ​repentance​ ​unto​ ​God.​ ​But​ ​whosoever​ ​pardeneth​
​their​​faithful​​brethren​​what​​is​ ​due—verily,​​for​​them,​​before​​God,​​is​​a​​most​
​mighty​ ​reward.​ ​30​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​slaying​ ​of​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​intentionally,​ ​without​ ​just​
​cause—for​​verily,​​unto​​such​​shall​​God​​render​​a​​Most​​Mighty​​Judgment.​​31​
​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Fulfill​​your​​obligations​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​the​​One​​True​
​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​lawful​ ​for​ ​you​ ​the​ ​cattle​ ​of​ ​the​ ​herds,​ ​save​ ​that​
​which​​the​​Remembrance​​setteth​​forth​​unto​​you.​​And​​hunt​​not​​the​​game​
​within​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary,​ ​nor​ ​while​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​in​ ​a​ ​state​ ​of​ ​consecration,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​​the​​Statute​​of​​God—​​enjoined​ ​through​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​
​Báb.​ ​32​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​the​​Offerings,​ ​the​​Garlands,​​the​
​Sacred​​Month,​​and​​the​​Rites​​as​​Signs​​for​​this​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance,​
​that​​the​​people​​might​​know​​that​​God​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​things.​​33​
​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​On​​this​​Day​​hath​​the​​Faith​​of​​Justice​​been​​perfected​
​for​ ​the​ ​people—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Faith​ ​of​ ​Islám​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​bestowed​ ​upon​
​them​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​and​​appointed​​for​​you​​by​
​that​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Remembrance,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​34​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​​have​​made​​lawful​​for​​you​​this​​Day​​every​​goodly​​sustenance,​​and​
​whatsoever​​game​​ye​​devise​​to​​take—eat​​thereof​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​made​
​lawful​​unto​​you,​​and​​commemorate​​the​​Name​​of​​God​​thereon—for​​He​​is​
​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​All-Aware​ ​of​​whatsoever​​ye​​do.​​35​​Yea,​​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​lawful​ ​the​ ​food​ ​of​ ​the​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qur’án​ ​unto​ ​the​
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​People​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​and​ ​We​ ​have​​made​​lawful​​the​​food​​of​​the​​People​​of​
​the​ ​Book​ ​unto​​them,​​that​​the​​people​​might​​know​​that​​God​​is​ ​indeed​​the​
​Self-Sufficient—Sublime​ ​and​ ​Magnified​ ​is​ ​He​ ​above​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​
​wrongdoers​ ​assert.​ ​36​ ​Whoso​ ​rejecteth​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Remembrance,​ ​their​ ​deeds​ ​have​ ​been​​brought​​to​​naught,​​and​​never​​shall​
​they​ ​find,​ ​of​ ​their​ ​deeds,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​aught​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​
​trace​​remaining—​​even​​a​​whit​ ​thereof.​ ​37​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​When​​ye​
​yearn​ ​to​ ​arise​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Prayer,​ ​purify​ ​yourselves​ ​with​ ​pure​ ​water,​ ​in​
​remembrance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty,​​Most​​Great,​ ​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​​and​
​wash​ ​the​ ​fullness​ ​of​ ​your​ ​faces,​ ​and​ ​your​ ​hands​ ​thoroughly​ ​up​ ​to​ ​your​
​elbows.​ ​38​ ​Then​ ​pour​ ​an​ ​ample​ ​amount​ ​of​ ​water​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​forepart​ ​of​
​your​ ​heads,​ ​and​ ​upon​ ​your​ ​feet​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​ankles,​ ​anointing​ ​yourselves​
​according​​to​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Book—​​39​​Enjoined​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​​40​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​appointed​​dust​​as​​a​​substitute​​for​​water​​in​
​purification​​for​​the​​Prayer.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​set​​your​​hearts​​upon​​the​​One​​True​
​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​burden​ ​not​ ​the​ ​people​ ​beyond​​that​​which​​they​​can​
​bear.​ ​Commemorate,​ ​then,​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​Our​ ​Testament​
​within​ ​your​ ​inmost​ ​selves,​ ​without​ ​raising​ ​your​ ​voices​ ​aloud—for​ ​verily,​
​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​hath​​ever​​been​​Knowledgeable​​of​
​the​ ​most​ ​subtle​​intimations​​hidden​​within​​the​​breast.​ ​41​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​
​hath​ ​forbidden​ ​you,​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Mighty​ ​Book,​ ​the​ ​consumption​ ​of​
​carrion,​​of​​blood​​poured​​forth,​​of​​the​​flesh​​of​​swine​​and​​of​​beasts​​of​​prey,​
​and​ ​whatsoever​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​offered​ ​in​ ​other​ ​than​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​Follow,​ ​then,​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book—for​ ​God​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​42​ ​Lo!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prescribed,​
​within​​the​​law​​of​​retribution​​upon​​the​​faithful,​​according​​to​​the​​Statute​​of​
​the​​Book,​​life​​for​​a​​life,​ ​eye​​for​​an​​eye,​​nose​​for​​a​​nose,​​ear​​for​​an​​ear,​​tooth​
​for​ ​a​ ​tooth,​ ​and​ ​for​ ​every​ ​wound​ ​an​ ​equitable​ ​requital,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​
​truth.​​Yet​​whoso,​​out​​of​​love​​and​​compassion​​for​​their​​brethren,​​remitteth​
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​aught​ ​thereof,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​assuredly​ ​guaranteed​ ​their​ ​reward—for​ ​verily,​
​God​ ​hath​​prepared​​for​​them​​in​​the​​time​​to​​come,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth,​​a most praiseworthy recompense​​indeed.​
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​50. Súrah of the Commandments II, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“Then​​shall​​there​​come,​​after​​that,​ ​a​​year​​wherein​​the​​people​​shall​​be​​blessed​
​with​​a​​copious​​rain,​​and​​wherein​​they​​shall​​press​​forth​​their​​yield.”​​Alif-Lám-​
​Mím-​​Ṣ​​ád.​ ​3​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Deprive​ ​not​ ​yourselves​ ​of​ ​the​ ​goodly​
​provisions​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​lawful​ ​for​ ​you​ ​within​ ​His​ ​Book,​ ​yet​
​trespass​​not​​through​​extravagance—for​​God​​loveth​​not​ ​the​​extravagant.​​4​
​These​ ​are​ ​they​ ​who,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​before​ ​Thy​ ​Lord,​ ​have​
​yielded​​a​​return,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​5​​Should​​a​​man​​perish​​and​
​leave​ ​no​ ​child,​ ​their​ ​sibling​ ​shall​ ​inherit​ ​half​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​he​ ​hath​ ​left​
​behind—but​​should​​there​​be​​two,​​then​​they​​shall​​receive​​two-thirds​​of​​that​
​which​ ​he​ ​hath​ ​left​ ​behind.​ ​6​ ​Should​ ​they​ ​be​ ​male​ ​and​ ​female,​ ​the​ ​male​
​receiveth​ ​twice​ ​the​ ​share​ ​of​ ​the​ ​female,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​
​Book—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​​been​​enjoined.​
​7​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​prescribed​​that​​the​​thief,​ ​whether​​male​​or​​female,​
​shall​ ​have​ ​their​ ​hands​ ​severed​ ​as​ ​a​ ​recompense​ ​for​ ​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​have​
​wrought.​ ​Verily,​ ​God​ ​wrongeth​ ​not​ ​the​ ​people—even​ ​so​ ​much​ ​as​ ​the​
​thread​ ​of​ ​a​ ​date-stone.​ ​8​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​
​concerning​ ​your​​deeds,​ ​for​​God​​shall​ ​hold​​you​​to​​account​​at​​the​​Balance,​
​on​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​for​​all​ ​things—for​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​9​ ​And​ ​swear​ ​not​ ​by​ ​God,​ ​nor​ ​by​ ​the​
​Names​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Chosen​ ​of​​God,​​in​​any​​manner—neither​​for​​truth​​nor​​for​
​falsehood—for​ ​whosoever​ ​sweareth​ ​falsely​ ​by​ ​God,​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​is​ ​an​
​atonement​ ​writ​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​justly​ ​decreed:​​the​​freeing​​of​​a​
​servant,​ ​or​ ​the​ ​feeding​ ​ten​ ​indigent​ ​souls;​ ​and​​whoso​​is​ ​unable,​ ​let​​them​
​fast​ ​for​ ​three​ ​days,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​
​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​Oft-Forgiving,​
​All-Wise.​ ​10​ ​Lo!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​forbidden​ ​the​ ​act​ ​of​ ​tyranny​ ​and​
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​imperiousness,​ ​and​ ​idle​ ​amusement​ ​through​ ​games​ ​of​ ​chance,​ ​and​ ​the​
​consumption​ ​of​ ​wine—for​ ​verily,​ ​these​ ​are​ ​abominations​ ​wrought​ ​by​
​Satan.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​place​ ​your​ ​trust​ ​in​ ​God,​ ​your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord—for​
​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​things.​​11​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​made​
​lawful​ ​the​ ​game​ ​of​ ​the​ ​sea,​ ​and​ ​that​ ​which​ ​ye​ ​have​ ​purified​ ​from​ ​the​
​wild—yet​ ​be​ ​ye​ ​mindful​ ​of​ ​God​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​hunt​ ​within​ ​the​
​Sanctuary,​​or​​while​​ye​​are​​in​​a​​state​​of​​consecration,​​that​​perchance​​ye​​may​
​be​​held,​​by​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​in​​praiseworthy​​exaltation.​​12​​O​​People​
​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​concerning​​the​​taking​​of​​soil​​from​​the​
​Sacred​ ​Sanctuary,​ ​save​ ​in​ ​times​ ​of​ ​hardship,​ ​and​ ​take​ ​ye​ ​but​ ​the​ ​least​
​thereof​ ​which​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​able—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​for​​the​​dust​​the​
​same​​decree​​as​​for​​Our​​bodies,​​and​​hath​​appointed​​for​​it,​​within​​His​​Book​
​of​​Truth,​ ​a​​Supreme​​Name,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​13​​Whosoever​​hunteth​
​game​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary,​ ​their​ ​recompense​ ​is​ ​the​ ​offering​ ​of​ ​a​ ​like​
​bounty,​ ​or​ ​the​ ​feeding​ ​of​ ​the​ ​poor,​ ​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​
​Book—or​​fasting,​​as​​God​​hath​​commanded,​​writ​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​
​14​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​made​ ​the​ ​Ka‘abah​ ​the​ ​Sacred​ ​House,​ ​and​ ​the​
​month​ ​a​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Assembly,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​people​ ​may​ ​bear​ ​witness,​ ​in​ ​truth,​
​unto​ ​His​ ​Testimony—that​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God—​​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​
​except​​Him​​—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​15​​O​
​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​inspired​ ​Me,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​
​“Associate​​naught​​with​​God;​​show​​kindness​​unto​​your​​parents;​ ​approach​​not​
​lewdness,​ ​nor​ ​the​ ​property​ ​of​ ​an​ ​orphan;​ ​and​ ​slay​ ​not​ ​the​ ​soul​ ​which​ ​God​
​hath​ ​made​ ​sacred,​ ​save​ ​by​ ​Right.”​ ​Verily,​ ​that​ ​is​ ​from​ ​the​​Tidings​​of​​the​
​Unseen​ ​which​ ​We​ ​reveal​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be,​ ​by​ ​God—the​ ​Most​
​Praiseworthy—​​exalted​ ​in​ ​praise.​ ​16​ ​And​ ​render​ ​full​ ​measure​​and​​weight​
​with​ ​exact​ ​balance​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​level​ ​line,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​that​ ​Upright​
​Faith,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Upright​ ​Line—​​perfectly​ ​Straight.​ ​17​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​
​Give​ ​the​ ​alms​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​​of​​Harvest,​ ​by​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Lord​​your​
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​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​hath​​been​ ​enjoined​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​
​18​ ​And​​of​​the​​livestock,​ ​within​​the​​Book​​of​​God,​​eight​​of​​the​​pairs​​are​​made​
​lawful​​unto​​you.​​Wherefore,​ ​eat​​of​​that​​which​​God​​hath​​provided​​you,​​of​​the​
​goodly​ ​things​ ​thereof,​ ​while​ ​invoking​ ​the​ ​Name​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious.​ ​And​ ​approach​ ​not​ ​the​​footsteps​​of​​Satan​​concerning​​certain​
​fats​ ​and​ ​the​ ​like​​—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​
​things.​ ​19​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Perform​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Prayer​ ​with​​the​​Most​
​Great​​Remembrance,​​and​​deliver​​the​​alms,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​unto​​His​
​Deputies,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​​Mother​​Book​​amongst​​the​
​People​​of​​the​​Book.​​20​​Those​​are​​the​​sincere​​ones​​within​​the​​Book​​of​​God,​
​and​ ​their​ ​seat​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​of​ ​Riḍwán,​ ​established​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​
​God—the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted—​​Supreme​ ​indeed.​ ​21​ ​The​ ​prayer​ ​of​ ​the​
​vainglorious​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary​ ​is​ ​but​ ​ostentation—they​ ​desire​
​falsehood​​rather​​than​​the​​truth.​​Ere​​long​​shall​ ​We​​make​​them​​taste​​of​​the​
​blaze​ ​of​ ​the​ ​scorching​ ​fire​ ​of​ ​Hell,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God—the​ ​Most​
​Exalted—​​Supreme​ ​indeed.​ ​22​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​through​ ​this​
​Gate,​ ​to​ ​distinguish​ ​the​ ​bad​ ​from​ ​the​ ​good,​ ​and​ ​designate​ ​the​ ​bad​​with​
​darkness,​ ​heaped​​over​​each​​other,​ ​and​​they​​shall​ ​enter​​the​​Fire​​on​​the​​Day​
​of​ ​Resurrection,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​without​ ​fail.​ ​23​​Say​​unto​
​the​ ​vainglorious​​and​​heedless​​ones:​ ​“Should​​ye​​follow​​the​​Truth,​​God​​shall​
​forgive​​you​​your​​wrongdoings,​​but​​should​​ye​​reject​​faith,​​then​​await​​ye​​for​​the​
​punishment​​from​​the​​One​​True​​God​​—​​for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​All-Knowing,​
​All-Wise.​​”​ ​24​ ​And​ ​know​ ​that​ ​whatsoever​ ​ye​ ​spoil​ ​of​ ​aught,​ ​God,​ ​His​
​Messenger,​ ​and​​whoso​​is​ ​related​​unto​​Him,​​hath​​Right​​over​​it,​​as​​befitteth​
​the​ ​truth,​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​
​Most​ ​Exalted.​ ​25​ ​And​ ​convey​ ​the​ ​sincerity​ ​from​ ​truth​ ​unto​ ​truth—a​
​blessed​​Remembrance​​of​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​and​​a​​blessed​​Advocate,​ ​to​
​bear​ ​witness​ ​indeed.​ ​26​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​Call​
​from​​around​​the​​Fire,​ ​“Lo,​​verily,​​I​​am​​God—there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​
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​Me!​ ​Serve​ ​Me​ ​with​ ​all​ ​thine​ ​heart​ ​and​ ​perform​ ​the​ ​Prayer,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Great​​Remembrance—purely​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​God,​​not​​the​​people—for​​verily,​
​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Truth,​ ​and​ ​those​ ​who​ ​call​​upon​​other​​than​​Him,​
​these​ ​are​ ​they​ ​who​ ​are​ ​the​​inmates​​of​​the​​Fire,​ ​deservedly​​so.​ ​Lo!​​This​​Most​
​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​is​ ​assuredly​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Pure​ ​Path,​ ​along​ ​the​
​Upright​​Line​​which​​hath​​ever​​been​​around​​the​​Fire—​​perfectly​​Straight.​​”​​27​
​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​prescribed​​Formal​​Prayer​​upon​​you,​
​with​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Friday,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be​
​recorded​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​in​​the​​lines​​of​​those​​who​​Pray.​​28​​Verily,​
​amongst​​the​​people​​is​ ​one​​who​​demandeth​​Thee​​to​​offer​​alms,​​and​​should​
​they​ ​receive​ ​aught,​ ​they​ ​are​​content​​thereby,​​but​​should​​they​​not​​receive,​
​they​ ​become​ ​displeased,​​in​​themselves,​ ​with​​the​​Most​​Great​​Covenant​​of​
​God—these​ ​are​ ​they​ ​who​ ​desire​ ​naught​ ​but​ ​this​ ​worldly​ ​life,​ ​and​ ​shall​
​assuredly​​be,​ ​in​​the​​time​​to​​come,​ ​reckoned​ ​by​​God​​amongst​​the​​people​​of​
​the​ ​Fire.​ ​29​ ​Verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​trouble​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​concerning​
​alms-giving,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​as​ ​though​ ​they​ ​wound​ ​the​ ​Prophet​ ​concerning​
​alms-giving—for​ ​lo,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​​for​​these​​heedless​
​ones,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​painful​ ​and​ ​afflictive​ ​torment,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​30​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​prescribed​ ​alms-giving​
​unto​​the​​poor​​and​​needy​​amongst​​the​​people​​of​​the​​Covenant,​​for​​the​​sake​
​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​for​ ​those​ ​whom​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book​​amongst​​all​ ​the​​worlds—​​31​​And​​for​​those​​whose​​hearts​​are​
​to​​be​​reconciled,​​and​​the​​debtors,​ ​and​​the​​wayfarer—for​​upon​​the​​Path​​of​
​God​​there​​is​ ​a​​Decree​​from​​the​​Book,​​as​​becometh​​the​​Right​​of​​Him​​Who​
​hath​ ​been​ ​enjoined​ ​within​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​32​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Know​ ​ye​
​not​ ​that​ ​those​ ​who​ ​oppose​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​in​ ​their​​Lord​​are​​as​​those​
​who​​have​​opposed​​God​​and​​His​​Messenger​​in​​duplicitous​​vanity.​​33​​Their​
​abode​ ​is​ ​the​ ​infernal​ ​fire​ ​of​ ​Hell—nor​ ​hath​ ​God​ ​ordained​ ​for​​them​​any​
​helper​ ​in​​the​​life​​to​​come,​​by​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Book.​​34​​God​​hath​​decreed​
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​that​​whoso​​breaketh​​the​​Fast​​during​​the​​Sacred​​Month​​through​​aught​​that​
​is​ ​forbidden,​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​are​ ​three​ ​atonements—and​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​
​ordained​ ​any​ ​exception​ ​within​ ​any​ ​traditional​ ​utterance.​ ​35​ ​Nor​ ​hath​
​repudiation,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​ever​​been​​accounted​​praiseworthy​​in​
​that​ ​Gate.​ ​36​ ​O​ ​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​Verily,​ ​a​ ​single​​tear​​shed​​before​​the​​Lord​
​your​​God,​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​is​ ​dearer​​in​​His​​sight​​than​​were​​ye​​to​​fill​​the​
​whole​​earth​​with​ ​gold.​ ​37​​If​ ​only​​ye​​would​​expend​​in​​the​​Pathway​​of​​God,​
​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​​and​​not​​mock​​the​​Truth​ ​abundantly,​ ​in​​very​​truth.​​38​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​​the​​measure​​of​​the​​devoted​​servant​​according​
​to​ ​their​ ​weeping​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​
​Decree​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​​hath​​been​ ​irrevocably​​ordained.​ ​39​​Take​
​Thou​ ​the​ ​Right​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​from​ ​their​ ​possessions​ ​until​ ​Thou​ ​hast​
​purified​ ​their​ ​souls,​ ​and​ ​invoke​ ​blessings​ ​upon​ ​whomsoever​ ​Thou​
​cherishest​ ​amongst​ ​the​​faithful,​ ​for​​God​​hath​​made​​Thy​​Prayer​ ​a​​written​
​blessing​​for​​their​​souls—for​​verily,​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Knowledgeable​​of​​all​
​things.​ ​40​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​accept​​the​​repentance​​from​​the​​devoted​​servants​
​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​We​ ​receive​ ​the​ ​alms​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​own​ ​Hands—for​ ​God,​ ​your​
​cherished​ ​Lord,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Ever-Forgiving,​ ​Most​ ​Generous.​ ​41​
​Whosoever​ ​is​ ​faithful​ ​in​ ​their​ ​covenant​ ​with​ ​God,​​their​​name​​hath​​been​
​written​​in​​the​​Torah,​​and​​the​​Gospels,​​and​​the​​Furqán,​​by​​the​​Hand​​of​​the​
​Remembrance​ ​aforetime—for​ ​lo,​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​enshrined​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​42​​God​​hath​​not​​prescribed​​that​​Thou​
​seek​ ​forgiveness—nor​ ​the​​faithful—for​​the​​heedless,​ ​even​​were​​they​​from​
​Thy​​nearest​​of​​kin—for​​verily,​​they​​are​​recorded​​upon​​the​​Preserved​​Tablet​
​amongst the inmates of the blazing fire of Hell.​
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​51. Súrah of Glory, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​​the​​king​​said,​​“Bring​​him​​unto​​me!”​​But​​when​​the​​messenger​​came​​unto​
​him,​ ​he​ ​said,​ ​“Return​​unto​​thy​​lord​​and​​ask​​him,​​‘What​​is​ ​the​​state​​of​​the​
​women​ ​who​ ​cut​ ​their​ ​hands?’​ ​Verily,​ ​my​ ​Lord​ ​is​ ​well​ ​aware​ ​of​ ​their​
​cunning.”​​Ṭ​​á-Há.​​3​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​
​Him​​—hath​​revealed​​the​​Furqán,​​in​​very​​truth,​​upon​​His​​devoted​​Servant,​
​that​​the​​people​​may​​be​ ​remembered​ ​and​ ​gather​ ​around​​the​​Gate.​ ​4​​Verily,​
​those​ ​who​ ​reject​ ​faith—their​ ​abode​ ​is​ ​the​​Fire—according​​to​​that​​which​
​God​​hath​​decreed,​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​5​​These​
​are​ ​they​ ​who​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​​Angels​​have​​cursed,​​and​​they​​shall​ ​find​​upon​
​the​​Day​​of​​Decision​​no​ ​helper​ ​save​​the​​Most​​Gracious.​​6​​Do​​they​​envy​​the​
​Remembrance​ ​for​ ​that​ ​which​​God​​hath​​bestowed​​upon​​Him—from​​the​
​Grace​ ​of​ ​God?​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​reared​ ​this​ ​Youth​ ​from​ ​amongst​ ​the​
​children​ ​of​ ​Abraham,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​​have​
​appointed​ ​Him​ ​over​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​and​ ​Wisdom,​ ​and​ ​made​ ​Him​ ​a​ ​Most​
​Mighty​​Sovereign​​over​​the​​Kingdom.​​7​​And​​verily,​​those​​who​​reject​​faith​​in​
​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance—ere​ ​long​ ​shall​ ​We​ ​cast​​them​​into​ ​a​​Fire​
​from​​the​​nethermost​​depths​​of​​Hell,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​the​​Mighty—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​All-Knowing,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​8​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne!​
​Hearken​ ​unto​​the​​Call​ ​of​​God​​from​​around​​the​​Gate—​​He​​beside​​Whom​
​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—​​“Lo,​​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​God!​​I​​have​​revealed​
​this​ ​Book​​upon​​My​​devoted​​Servant,​ ​that​​the​​people​​may​​have​​faith​​in​​Him​
​and​​render​​assistance​​unto​​Him​​on​​the​​Day​​of​​Conflict,​​and​​that​​they​​might​
​circumambulate​ ​the​ ​House​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​their​​God.​​For,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​I​ ​say,​
​‘​​None​ ​amongst​ ​My​ ​devoted​ ​servants​ ​have​ ​known​ ​Him​ ​but​ ​have​ ​known​
​Myself,​ ​and​​none​​have​​been​​ignorant​​of​​Him​​but​​have​​been​​ignorant​​of​​their​
​Lord,​​the​​Most​​Gracious!’​​Verily,​​by​​His​​Hands​​I​​planted​​Gardens​​known​​to​
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​none​​but​​Me—for​​verily,​ ​I​ ​have​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.”​​9​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​sanctified​ ​these​ ​faithful​ ​ones​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Truth,​​until​ ​they​​followed​​the​​Remembrance,​​in​​very​​truth,​​and​​departed​
​not​ ​from​ ​around​ ​Him—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​
​things.​ ​10​ ​Verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​break​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​after​ ​the​ ​truth​
​hath​ ​come​ ​unto​ ​them—these​ ​are​ ​the​ ​inmates​​of​​the​​Fire—and​​God​​and​
​His​ ​Angels​ ​have​ ​cursed​ ​them​ ​for​ ​their​ ​infidelity.​ ​Lo!​​God​​hath​​prepared​
​for​​them,​​in​​the​​time​​to​​come,​ ​a​​grievous​​chastisement,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​​truth.​​11​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Obey​​God,​​your​​Creator,​​through​​this​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​He,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​is​ ​the​
​appointed​ ​Guardian​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Cause​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​by​​the​​Most​
​Great​ ​Truth.​ ​And​ ​if​ ​ye​ ​differ​ ​concerning​ ​aught,​ ​refer​ ​it​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Great​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​better​ ​informed​ ​of​ ​you​ ​than​ ​your​ ​own​
​selves​​concerning​​the​​interpretation​​of​​the​​Book.​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​
​been,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​​12​​O​​Faithful​​Ones!​
​Enter​ ​ye​ ​this​ ​Primary​ ​House—all​ ​of​ ​you—in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​
​entire.​ ​13​​For​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​made​​it​ ​a​​safe-haven​ ​for​​the​​faithful,​​and​​a​
​severe​​retribution​ ​upon​​those​​who​​reject​​faith.​​14​​Be​​mindful​​of​​God,​​O​​ye​
​Faithful​ ​Ones!​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​death​ ​is​ ​nearer​ ​unto​ ​your​ ​own​ ​selves​ ​than​ ​all​
​things,​ ​and​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​seize​ ​your​ ​souls​ ​wheresoever​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​be.​ ​And​ ​the​
​Angels,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​leave,​ ​administer​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​Kingdom,​ ​and​ ​execute​
​His​ ​command​ ​as​​He​​willeth—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​
​things.​ ​15​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Turn​​away​​from​​the​​heedless,​ ​and​​leave​
​them​ ​to​ ​wander​ ​in​ ​their​ ​transgression.​ ​Place​ ​Thy​ ​trust​ ​in​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​
​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​16​​The​​likeness​​of​
​those​​who​​invoke​​aught​​beside​​the​​Remembrance,​​through​​the​​Gate,​​is​​as​
​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​taken​ ​creation​ ​for​ ​lords​ ​apart​​from​​God.​​For​​these,​ ​their​
​seat​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Fire,​ ​by​​the​​Statute​​of​​the​​Book—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Decree​​within​
​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​​assuredly​​been​ ​enjoined.​ ​17​​Be​​mindful​​of​​God,​​O​
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​ye​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Do​ ​ye—your​ ​very​ ​own​ ​selves—find​ ​any​ ​Decree​
​from​​the​​Remembrance​​apart​​from​​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious?​​He​
​professeth​ ​naught​ ​but​ ​servitude​ ​unto​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​One,​ ​the​ ​Incomparable,​
​and​ ​obedience​ ​unto​ ​Us,​ ​the​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​House.​ ​What​ ​is​ ​it,​ ​then,​ ​that​
​holdeth​​you​​back​​from​​His​​Cause?​​By​​the​​One​​True​​God!​​He​​is​​indeed​​the​
​Truth​​from​​God—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Sublime,​​Supreme.​​18​​And​​were​
​it​ ​not​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Grace​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​encompassing​ ​you,​ ​ye​ ​would​
​indeed​ ​have​ ​followed​ ​Satan,​ ​save​ ​but​ ​a​ ​few.​ ​19​ ​Whosoever​ ​intercedeth​
​before​​the​​Remembrance,​​through​​the​​Remembrance,​​God​​hath​​recorded​
​for​​them​​a​​goodly​​reward—a​​recompense​​doubled​​in​​mercy—for​​God,​​the​
​Most​​Exalted,​​hath​​ever​​determined​​the​​measure​​of​​all​​things.​​20​​O​​People​
​of​​the​​Earth!​​When​​the​​people​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​greet​​ye,​​greet​​them​​in​
​return​​with​​one​​still​ ​better—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Lord​​your​​God,​​the​​True​​One,​
​hath​​ever​​been​​Most​​Bountiful,​​Most​​Generous.​​21​​God—​​He​​beside​​Whom​
​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—is​ ​the​​True​​One,​​and​​the​​One​​Who​
​Upholdeth​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​and​ ​saith,​ ​“There​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​
​except​ ​Me!”​ ​Verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​gathered​ ​all​ ​creation​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance—​​without​ ​a​ ​doubt​​—for​ ​who​ ​is​ ​more​ ​faithful​ ​in​ ​utterance​
​than​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Ever-Abiding?​ ​And​ ​who​ ​speaketh​ ​more​ ​truly,​ ​through​
​Verses​​and​​Psalms,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​than​​the​​Remembrance?​
​22​ ​He​ ​Who​ ​proceedeth​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​and​​is​ ​Wondrous​​through​​the​​divine​
​Will—for​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things!​​23​​And​
​ye​​will​ ​not,​ ​save​​that​​which​​God​​willieth​​—verily,​​He​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​
​all​ ​things.​ ​24​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​instructed​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​in​ ​that​
​which​​God​​hath​​willed—whether​​disclosed​​privily,​​or​​concealed​​openly.​​25​
​O​​People​​of​​Eden!​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​Call​ ​from​​the​​very​​heart​​of​​the​​Káf,​
​“Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​God—there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Me!​ ​I​ ​have​ ​indeed​
​chosen​ ​you​ ​for​​that​​seat,​ ​inasmuch​​as​​ye​​have​​been​​wholly​​resigned​​unto​​the​
​Cause​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord.​ ​Blessed​ ​are​ ​ye​
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​therein,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​verily,​ ​your​​Lord,​​the​​Most​
​Gracious,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​26​ ​O​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​
​Verily,​ ​upon​ ​that​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Day—the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Friday—God​ ​hath​
​promised,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​Paradise,​ ​those​​who​​encircle​
​the​ ​Throne,​ ​that​ ​they​ ​should​ ​descend​​unto​​the​​earth,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​the​
​Lord​ ​Thy​ ​God.​ ​Permit​ ​them—for​ ​lo,​ ​they​ ​stand​ ​before​ ​the​ ​Báb,​ ​at​ ​the​
​Gate​ ​of​ ​Permission,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​at​ ​the​​Appointed​​Hour.​
​27​ ​“Enter​​ye​​therein​​in​​peace!”​​That​​is​ ​the​​Day​​of​​Truth,​​from​​the​​Presence​
​of​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth.​ ​Then​
​Circumambulate​ ​the​ ​House,​ ​effacing​ ​all​ ​save​ ​God,​ ​and​​thereafter​​return​
​unto​ ​the​ ​Sacred​ ​Chambers,​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Throne​ ​of​ ​your​​Glory—for​​verily,​
​the​​Appointed​​Hour​​hath​​drawn​​nigh​​from​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.​​28​​By​
​God!​ ​Verily,​ ​I​ ​long​ ​for​​God​​more​​ardently​​than​​ye​​yearn​​for​​Me​​through​
​the​ ​visitation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Lord.​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​The​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​
​One—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Knowledgeable​​of​​all​​things.​​29​
​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​ ​GOD,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​taken​ ​neither​ ​consort​
​nor​​son,​​nor​​hath​​He​​any​​partner​​in​​the​​Kingdom—​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​
​except​ ​Him​​,​ ​the​ ​Almighty​​—for​ ​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​
​over​​all​ ​things.​​30​​He​​is​​the​​True​​One—​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him!​
​Verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ascribed​ ​the​ ​truth​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Remembrance​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​own​
​Self,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth.​ ​And​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Oft-Visited​ ​House—the​ ​Frequented​
​Fane—within​​every​​Tablet—for​​the​​Decree​​hath​​ever​​been​​recorded​​within​
​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​31​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​when​​We​​presented​
​this​​Most​​Great​​Word​​of​​God​​unto​​all​ ​together,​ ​the​​Realm​​of​​the​​Divine​
​Cloud​ ​was​ ​the​ ​first​ ​to​ ​respond.​ ​Wherefore,​ ​did​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​adorn​ ​it​ ​with​
​effacement​ ​from​ ​all​ ​save​ ​Him—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Sublime,​ ​Ever-Abiding.​ ​32​ ​Then​ ​did​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​Paradise​ ​outstrip​ ​all​
​others​ ​in​ ​response​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Cause;​ ​wherefore​ ​God​ ​adorned​ ​them​​with​​the​
​Supreme​ ​Throne—for​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​of​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​irrevocably​
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​ordained​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​33​​Then​​did​​the​​dwellers​​of​​the​​Garden​
​of​​Eden​​precede​​in​​response;​​wherefore​​God​​beautified​​them​​with​​the​​Axis​
​of​​the​​Twain​​Gardens—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Promise​​of​​God​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​fulfilled​ ​within​ ​the​ ​precincts​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​34​ ​Then​
​proceeded​ ​the​ ​bewildered​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​thereafter​ ​from​ ​the​
​month—the​ ​Month​ ​of​ ​Muḥarram,​ ​the​ ​Sacred​ ​Month​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​
​God—that​​which​​hath​​been​ ​written​ ​around​​the​​Water.​​35​​Then​​from​​the​
​water—the​ ​water​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Euphrates—from​​the​​Spring​​of​​Camphour,​​and​
​from​ ​the​ ​mountains—the​ ​Snowy​ ​Mount—upon​ ​the​ ​Land​ ​of​ ​the​
​Manifestation—according​​to​​the​​Decree​​of​​the​​Book,​​through​​the​​Statute​
​of​​the​​Báb—​​enshrined​​around​​the​​Fire.​​36​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Hearken​
​unto​ ​My​ ​Call​ ​from​ ​around​ ​that​ ​Tree​ ​kindled​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Ancient​ ​Fire​ ​of​
​God—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​All-Supreme,​​All-Wise.​ ​37​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious!​
​Enter​ ​ye​ ​through​ ​this​ ​Gate—​​all​ ​ye​ ​together.​ ​38​ ​And​ ​follow​ ​not​ ​the​
​footsteps​ ​of​ ​Satan—for​ ​lo,​ ​he​​biddeth​​you​​to​​abandon​​God​​and​​commit​
​heinous​​acts,​ ​and​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​an​​avowed​​enemy​​unto​​you.​​39​​Do​​ye​
​not​​ponder​​even​​a​​single​​sign​​amongst​​the​​Verses​​of​​the​​Book?​​Do​​ye​​not​
​fear​​t​​he​​Day​​God​​shall​​come​​unto​​you​​in​​the​​shades​​of​​clouds,​​and​​the​​Angels​
​around​​Him?​ ​For​​verily,​ ​the​​Cause​​shall​​then​​be​​determined,​​and​​unto​​the​
​Most​​Gracious​​shall​ ​the​​people​​indeed​​be​​returned—​​entire.​​40​​And​​when​
​a​​Verse​​of​​Prostration​​is​ ​recited,​​prostrate​​ye​​unto​​God,​​your​​Creator—for​
​He​​is​ ​the​​True​​One—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​
​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​worthy​ ​of​ ​true​
​devotion.​ ​41​ ​When​ ​the​ ​king​ ​shall​ ​say,​ ​“Bring​ ​him​ ​unto​ ​me!”​ ​But​ ​should​
​they​ ​not​ ​respond​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​with​ ​that​ ​word,​ ​We​ ​shall​ ​assuredly​ ​say,​
​“Return​ ​ye​ ​unto​ ​your​ ​holy​ ​sanctuaries,​ ​and​ ​ask​ ​the​ ​Remembrance,​ ​‘​​What​
​befell​ ​the​ ​women​ ​who​ ​cut​ ​themselves​ ​for​ ​His​ ​sake?’​ ​—for​​God​​is​ ​My​​Lord,​
​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​the​​deeds​​of​​those​​sincere​​servants.”​ ​42​
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​He​​is​ ​the​​True​​One—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—there​​is​​naught​
​like​ ​unto​ ​Him,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​One​​worthy​​of​​pure​​devotion,​​without​​peer​​or​
​partner—for He is God, Who is​​Sublime, Ever-Abiding.​

​251​



​52. Súrah of Grace, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​He​ ​said,​ ​“What​ ​was​ ​your​ ​circumstance​​when​​ye​​attempted​​to​​seduce​​Joseph​
​from​​his​ ​own​​self?”​​They​​said,​​“God​​forbid​​that​​we​​knew​​of​​any​​evil​​in​​him!”​
​The​ ​wife​ ​of​ ​‘Azíz​​said,​​“Now​​hath​​the​​truth​​come​​to​​light.​ ​Verily,​ ​I​ ​was​​the​
​one​​who​​sought​​to​​seduce​​him​​from​​his​​own​​self—for​​he​​is​​assuredly​​amongst​
​the​ ​sincere!”​ ​A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​ ​GOD,​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​of​ ​all​ ​the​
​worlds!​ ​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God!​​Did​​I​ ​not​​make​​a​​covenant​​with​​you,​
​that​ ​ye​ ​are​ ​not​ ​to​ ​take​ ​another​ ​God​ ​with​ ​God?​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Gracious—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​
​things.​ ​3​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​revealed​​the​​Verses​​within​​that​​Book,​​that​​ye​
​might​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​​in​​your​​midst—for​​verily,​
​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​ ​Him,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​as​ ​a​ ​Mercy​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​
​Book.​​4​​He​​is​ ​the​​King,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​over​​all​​that​​is​​in​​the​​heavens​
​and​​whatsoever​​is​​upon​​the​​earth,​​and​​whatsoever​​lieth​​between​​them,​​that​
​the​ ​people​ ​may​ ​know​ ​that​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​
​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​5​​By​​Thy​​Lord,​​Thou​​art​​verily​​upon​​the​​Straight​
​Path​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Judgment,​ ​before​ ​Thy​ ​Lord!​ ​6​ ​Verily,​ ​this​ ​is​ ​the​
​Praiseworthy​ ​Path​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​for​ ​whomsoever​ ​dwelleth​ ​within​ ​the​​heavens​
​and​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​leave—for​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​
​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​Him.​​7​​By​​Thy​​Lord,​​Thou​​art​ ​the​
​Book​ ​wherein​ ​there​ ​is​ ​no​ ​doubt​​—and​ ​verily,​ ​thou​ ​hast​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Praiseworthy​ ​before​ ​thy​ ​Lord!​ ​8​ ​Verily,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​keep​ ​faith​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​of​​God​​in​​His​​absence,​​and​​who​​judge​​amongst​​the​​people​
​with​ ​His​ ​Verses,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth—ere​​long​​shall​ ​We​​grant​​unto​​them,​​from​
​Our​ ​very​ ​own​ ​selves,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​magnificent​
​reward.​ ​9​ ​These​ ​are​ ​they​ ​who​ ​are​ ​on​ ​a​ ​path​ ​of​ ​guidance​ ​by​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​and​​these​​are​ ​the​​Foremost,​​in​​very​​truth—for​​they​
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​have​​ever​​been​ ​the​​Supreme​​Testimony​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​10​​Verily,​
​those​ ​who​​have​​rejected​​faith​​in​​God​​within​​the​​chamber​​of​​their​​inmost​
​hearts,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​the​​same​​if​ ​Thou​​warnest​​them​​or​​not—for​​by​​Thy​​Lord,​​they​
​shall​ ​not​ ​confide​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​save​ ​whoso​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​inscribed​
​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​the​​True​​Book​​of​​God.​​11​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​​set​
​a​​seal—with​​the​​Seal​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious—upon​​their​​inmost​​hearts,​​and​
​their​​vision,​​and​​their​​hearing—for​​they​​have​​been​​unfaithful,​​naysayers​​of​
​the​​truth,​​to​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Book​​of​​God.​​12​ ​And​​amongst​​the​​people​​is​
​one​ ​who​ ​saith,​ ​“We​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​God​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Signs!”​ ​Yet​ ​by​​Thy​​Lord,​
​they​ ​have​ ​not​ ​faith​ ​and​ ​attempt​ ​to​ ​deceive​ ​God​​and​​His​​Remembrance,​
​but​​they​​only​​deceive​​themselves—for​​God​​hath​​prepared​​for​​them​​a​​most​
​painful,​ ​most​ ​exemplary​ ​punishment,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Resurrection.​​13​​Whosoever​
​turneth​​away​​from​​this​​My​​Remembrance—God​​hath​​ordained​​for​​them,​
​in​ ​the​ ​life​ ​of​ ​this​ ​world,​ ​humiliation;​ ​and​ ​in​ ​the​ ​time​ ​to​ ​come,​ ​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​a​​Most​​Great​​Fire.​​14​​It​​hath​​indeed​​enveloped​
​their​ ​inmost​ ​hearts​​and​​encompassed​​their​​vision​​and​​their​​hearing—and​
​never​ ​shall​ ​they​ ​find,​ ​on​ ​that​ ​Day,​ ​any​ ​intercessor​ ​apart​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Exalted​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​nor​​any​​comforter,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth.​​15​
​Verily,​ ​those​​who​​ridicule​​the​​faithful​​for​​their​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​
​of​ ​God—God​ ​hath,​ ​indeed,​ ​derided​ ​them​ ​aforetime.​ ​Yet​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​not​
​ordained​​that​​Our​​True​​Remembrance​​be​​eclipsed​​by​​aught​​whatsoever,​​in​
​very​ ​truth.​ ​16​ ​Lo!​ ​Should​ ​We​ ​so​ ​will,​ ​We​ ​could​ ​surely​ ​take​ ​away​ ​their​
​vision​​and​​their​​hearing—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​
​things.​ ​17​ ​Their​ ​similitude​ ​is​ ​as​ ​layers​ ​of​​darkness,​ ​one​​upon​​another,​ ​as​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained—and​ ​for​ ​whomsoever​ ​God​​hath​​appointed​​no​​light,​
​shall​ ​have​​no​​portion​​in​​the​​True​​Remembrance​​of​​God​​within​​the​​Mother​
​Book.​ ​18​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​East​ ​and​ ​West!​ ​Serve​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​with​ ​all​ ​your​
​heart—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​​except​​Him​​—Who​​hath​
​formed​ ​you​ ​and​ ​those​ ​ere​ ​your​ ​time,​ ​that​​ye​​may​​remain​ ​faithful​ ​at​ ​that​
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​Gate,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​and​ ​bear​ ​witness​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​
​Remembrance.​​19​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Make​​not​​rivals​​unto​​God—for​
​whoso​​alloweth​​any​​doubt​​to​​linger​​in​​their​​heart​​hath​​indeed​​embraced​​a​
​delusion,​ ​and​ ​hath​ ​taken​ ​lords​ ​other​ ​than​ ​God.​ ​20​ ​Such​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​their​
​recompense​​in​​the​​Book​​of​​God,​​the​​infernal​​fire​​of​​Hell—​​abiding​​therein​
​forever​ ​and​​evermore.​​21​​And​​should​​ye​​be​​in​​doubt​​concerning​​that​​which​
​God​ ​hath​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​this​ ​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​of​​Ours—then​​bring​​forth​
​letters​ ​like​ ​unto​ ​it,​ ​and​ ​summon​ ​those​ ​whom​ ​ye​ ​endorse​ ​from​​amongst​
​your​​erudite,​ ​aside​​from​​the​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance​​of​​God.​​Will​​ye​​be​
​at​ ​ease​ ​concerning​ ​them​ ​rather​ ​than​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​​of​
​God—He​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​ ​the​​Witness?​​22​
​By​ ​Thy​ ​Lord!​ ​These​ ​shall​ ​accomplish​ ​naught​ ​without​ ​God—nor​ ​shall​
​God,​​nor​​those​​who​​have​​Knowledge​​of​​the​​Book,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth,​ ​grant​ ​aught​ ​unto​ ​them,​ ​even​ ​a​ ​glimmer​ ​of​​aught​ ​thereof.​ ​23​​Nay,​
​but​ ​whoso​ ​amongst​ ​them​ ​hath​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​
​indeed​​been​​rightly​​guided—for​​verily,​​We​​have​​appointed​​them​​before​​the​
​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​at​ ​that​ ​Gate,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​amongst​ ​the​
​knowledgeable.​ ​24​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​If​ ​ye​ ​are​​incapable​​of​​bringing​
​forth​ ​the​ ​like​ ​of​ ​this​ ​Book,​ ​then​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God—​​He​
​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him!​​For​​by​​your​​Lord,​​ye​​shall​
​never​ ​be​ ​able​ ​to​ ​bring​ ​forth​ ​even​ ​the​ ​likeness​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​ ​Letter​ ​thereof,​
​without​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted—for​​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​
​things.​ ​25​​Be​​ye​​mindful,​ ​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​​God,​​concerning​​the​​Fire​
​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​those​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​who​ ​reject​ ​faith​
​throughout​ ​the​ ​gilded​​earth,​​within​​the​​lowest​​depths​​of​​the​​Ark,​​by​​His​
​Justice—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Just,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​All-Wise.​ ​26​​And​​God​​wrought​​its​​air​​from​​a​​scorching​​wind—never​​shall​
​ye​​find,​​on​​this​​Day,​​any​​relief,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​27​​Except​​that​
​the​​fire​​itself​ ​shall​ ​give​​you​​relief​​only​​with​​a​​Fire​​from​​Us,​​as​​a​​recompense​
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​for​​your​ ​ingratitude​ ​toward​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​and​
​for​ ​your​ ​disloyalty,​ ​misplaced.​ ​28​ ​Yet​ ​give​ ​glad​ ​tidings​ ​unto​ ​My​ ​faithful​
​servants—those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​​of​​God​​and​​render​
​assistance​​unto​​Him,​​fearing​​none​​in​​the​​Most​​Great​​Victory​​of​​God,​​even​
​should​ ​the​ ​whole​ ​earth​ ​and​ ​all​ ​those​ ​upon​ ​it​ ​be​ ​leagued​ ​against​
​them—they​ ​turn​ ​not​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Truth.​ ​Verily,​ ​for​ ​them​ ​are​​gardens​
​beneath​​which​​rivers​​flow​​—whensoever​​they​​hear​​the​​Remembrance,​​they​
​hear​ ​naught​ ​but​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Remembrance​​of​​God.​​And​​they​​shall​
​have​ ​therein​ ​virtuous​ ​consorts​ ​from​​amongst​​the​​heavenly​​handmaidens.​
​Radiant​ ​youths​ ​shall​ ​serve​ ​them​ ​with​ ​chalices​ ​of​ ​fine​ ​gold—whensoever​
​they​​quaff​​the​​water​​thereof,​ ​they​​shall​​perceive​​within​​its​​taste​​the​​essence​
​of​​every​​spring​ ​gathered​ ​at​ ​the​​Tree​​of​​Eternity.​ ​29​​They​​recline​​upon​​fine​
​crimson​​couches,​ ​and​​they​​draw​​ever​​nigh​​unto​​the​​Remembrance—some​
​more​ ​than​ ​others.​ ​30​ ​And​ ​they​ ​chant,​ ​“A​​LL​ ​PRAISE​ ​BELONGETH​ ​UNTO​

​GOD,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​fulfilled​ ​His​ ​Promise—for​ ​we​ ​have​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​this​ ​world,​
​faithful​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​and​ ​witnesses​ ​thereto.”​ ​31​
​Verily,​ ​God​ ​doth​ ​not​ ​shy​ ​away​ ​from​ ​setting​ ​forth​ ​a​ ​similitude​ ​of​ ​aught​
​whatsoever.​ ​As​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​steadfast​ ​in​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​they​
​know​ ​that​ ​it​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​from​ ​God—​​a​ ​confirmation​ ​for​​that​​which​​the​
​Prophets,​ ​the​ ​Sincere​ ​Ones,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Witnesses​ ​have​ ​brought.​ ​But​ ​those​
​who​ ​turn​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​they​​know​​that​​it​ ​is​ ​the​
​Truth​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​enjoined​ ​upon​ ​them​ ​of​​the​​Upright​​Faith,​​yet​
​they​ ​assign​ ​an​ ​associate​ ​with​ ​God​ ​after​ ​having​ ​known,​ ​and​ ​say,​ ​“What​
​doth​​God​​intend​​by​​this​ ​servant!”​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​firm​​upon​
​the​ ​Cause,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth.​​32​​Thus,​​many​​are​​led​​astray​
​thereby,​​and​​many​​are,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​​rightly​​guided—for​​God​​hath​
​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​​33​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Break​​not​​the​
​covenant​ ​of​ ​God​ ​after​ ​affirming​ ​it,​ ​nor​ ​sever​ ​that​ ​for​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​
​taken​ ​covenant​ ​upon​ ​you​ ​to​ ​uphold,​ ​nor​ ​spread​ ​corruption​ ​upon​ ​the​
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​earth,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​
​been​ ​irrevocably​​ordained​ ​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​34​​For​​by​​your​​Lord!​
​The​​Most​​Exalted​​Remembrance​​of​​God​​is​​verily​​the​​Truth​​from​​God,​​the​
​All-Wise,​ ​your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord—and​ ​God​ ​sufficeth,​ ​through​ ​His​
​Remembrance,​​to​​bear​​witness,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​35​​And​​verily,​
​God​​hath​​taken​​His​​pledge​​from​​all​​creation—for​​if​​God​​had​​not​​taken​​an​
​oath​​from​​you,​​ye​​would​​be​​as​​naught.​​For​​the​​Most​​Gracious​​fashioneth​
​naught​ ​save​ ​through​ ​His​ ​Covenant—and​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​established,​ ​before​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​upon​ ​His​ ​Throne,​ ​in​ ​perfect​
​balance.​ ​36​​How​​can​​ye​​reject​​faith​​in​​God,​​for​​ye​​were​​dead​​and​​He​​gave​
​you​ ​life,​ ​then​ ​shall​ ​He​ ​cause​ ​you​ ​to​ ​die​ ​and​ ​raise​ ​ye​ ​to​ ​life​ ​again—then​
​unto​ ​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​shall​ ​ye​​indeed​ ​return?​ ​37​​He​​is​ ​the​​One​
​Whose​​Throne​​was​​over​​the​​Water,​ ​by​​Our​​leave,​​ere​​the​​formation​​of​​the​
​heavens​​and​​the​​earth—for​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​things.​​38​
​O​​Remembrance​​of​​God!​​Yea,​​verily,​​God​​hath​​favoured​​Thee​​above​​all​​the​
​worlds,​ ​like​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​favoured​ ​Us​ ​above​ ​all​ ​that​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​created​ ​and​
​breathed​ ​into​ ​existence,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​entire.​ ​39​ ​Be​ ​ye​
​mindful,​ ​O​​devoted​​servants​​of​​God,​​of​​the​​Day​​We​​shall​​accept​​from​​you​
​neither​​remembrance​​nor​​ransom​​save​​Our​​Remembrance—nor​​shall​​there​
​be​ ​for​ ​you,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​on​​that​​Day,​​any​ ​helper,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​
​truth.​​40​​When​​God​​hath​​lifted​​the​​veil​​from​​your​​sight,​​ye​​shall​​assuredly​
​say​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Remembrance—as​ ​the​ ​Verse​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​indicated,​
​letter​ ​for​ ​letter,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth:​ ​41​ ​“Now​ ​hath​​the​​truth​​come​​to​​light.”​ ​For​
​verily,​ ​ye​ ​were​ ​busied​ ​with​ ​falsehood​ ​concerning​ ​the​ ​Remembrance.​ ​By​
​God!​ ​Ye​ ​were​ ​indeed​ ​far​ ​removed​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Truth!​ ​42​ ​Verily,​ ​the​
​Remembrance​​is​ ​for​​none​​but​​the​​One​​true​​God,​​nor​​doth​​He​​speak​​save​
​by​ ​the​ ​One​ ​true​ ​God—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​One​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​through​
​God,​​Aware​​of all things.​
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​53. Súrah of Patience, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“That​ ​perchance​ ​he​ ​may​ ​know​ ​that​ ​I​ ​betrayed​​him​​not​​in​​his​ ​absence—for​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​guideth​ ​not​ ​the​ ​plotting​ ​of​ ​the​ ​treacherous.”​ ​Káf-Há-Mím.​ ​3​
​Make​​mention​​of​​the​​Countenance​​of​​Thy​​Lord​​—​​He​​beside​​Whom​​there​
​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—​​the​​Everlasting​​—for​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​Almighty,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​4​ ​And​ ​hearken​ ​unto​ ​that​ ​which​ ​We​​have​
​inspired​​Thee​​from​​Thy​​Lord,​ ​“Thou​​art​​He​​Who​​was​​addressed​​upon​​the​
​Mount​ ​by​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God!”​ ​For​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​
​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​5​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​tried​​Adam​​with​​Our​​Tree,​​and​
​We​ ​commanded​ ​the​ ​Angels​​to​​prostrate​​unto​​the​​Most​​Gracious,​​for​​the​
​sake​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance—yet​ ​Adam​ ​drew​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​Our​ ​Tree,​ ​and​
​thus,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​sight​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​was​ ​accounted​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​wrongdoers​ ​in​​the​
​Book​​of​​the​​Most​​Sublime.​​6​​Lo!​​Satan​​withheld​​from​​prostrating​​before​
​the​​Remembrance—so​​verily,​ ​We​​said​​unto​​him,​​“Depart​​thou!​​For​​indeed,​
​thou​​art​​among​​the​​banished​​in​​the​​lowest​​abyss,​​accursed.”​​7​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​
​taught​​Adam​​the​​Station​​of​​Our​​Remembrance,​​and​​by​​that​​was​​He​​made​
​One​ ​before​​Whom​​the​​hosts​​of​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth​​did​ ​prostrate.​ ​8​
​And​ ​verily,​ ​We​​established​​Our​​Covenant​​with​​all​ ​the​​people​​of​​the​​earth​
​concerning​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​and​ ​inspired​ ​the​ ​Messengers,​ ​saying,​
​“Instruct​ ​them​ ​that​ ​they​ ​must​ ​not​ ​draw​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​this​ ​Tree!”​ ​For​ ​it​ ​hath​
​been​ ​decreed​ ​that​ ​none​ ​shall​ ​draw​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​it​ ​save​ ​the​ ​Servant​ ​of​
​God—this​​sanctified​​Youth,​ ​‘Alí.​ ​9​​By​​your​​Lord!​​None​​have​​been​​faithful​
​to​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​​God​​regarding​​Us—for​​verily,​ ​the​​people​​have​​drawn​
​nigh​ ​unto​ ​Our​ ​Tree,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​false​ ​oath​​of​​Satan,​​and​​thus​​have​​they​​been​
​cast​​out​​from​​the​​Garden​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious.​​“O​​Remembrance​​of​​God!​
​Be​ ​patient​ ​before​ ​Thy​ ​Lord—​​persevere,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​
​wholeheartedly.​​”​ ​10​ ​Then,​ ​when​ ​the​ ​people​ ​belied​ ​Our​ ​devoted​​Servant,​
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​We​​said​​unto​​them,​ ​“Descend​​unto​​the​​earth!​​For​​you​​therein​​is​​a​​settlement​
​and​ ​enjoyment​ ​for​ ​a​ ​time,​ ​until​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed​ ​according​ ​to​ ​His​
​Praiseworthy​ ​Book.”​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book​​hath​
​indeed​ ​been​ ​written​ ​by​​the​​Hands​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​around​​the​​Fire.​
​11​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​The​ ​Victory​ ​hath​ ​surely​ ​come​ ​from​ ​God,​ ​so​
​circumambulate​ ​the​ ​House—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​indeed​ ​spoken,​​by​​the​
​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​“​​Whosoever​​followeth​​this,​​My​​guidance,​​We​​shall​
​allow​​no​​fear​​to​​enter​​within​​their​​inmost​​self,​​nor​​shall​​We​​ordain​​for​​them,​
​through​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​in​ ​very​​truth,​​any​​enduring​​fear.​​”​ ​12​​O​​Thou​​Subdued​
​Sun​ ​of​ ​God!​ ​Make​​mention​​of​​My​​blessing​​which​​I​ ​have​​bestowed​​upon​
​Thee​ ​and​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​from​ ​East​​and​​West—for​​verily,​
​God​ ​established​ ​Thy​ ​Covenant​ ​with​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​and​ ​the​
​heavens.​ ​Make​ ​mention​ ​of​ ​Me,​ ​and​ ​I​ ​shall​ ​make​ ​mention​ ​of​ ​Thee—for​
​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​ ​Encompassed​​all​​things.​​13​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be,​
​with​ ​God​​and​​His​​Signs,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​ ​ever​​patient​ ​and​ ​thankful.​
​14​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qur’án!​ ​Be​ ​not​ ​the​ ​first​ ​to​ ​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​​nor​​barter​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Sign​​of​​God​​for​​that​
​which​​is​​other​​than​​the​​truth—for​​a​​measly​​sum.​​15​​O​​devoted​​Servants​​of​
​God!​​Conceal​​not​​the​​truth​​after​​ye​​have​​become​​assured​​within​​yourselves​
​that​ ​it​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​from​ ​God.​ ​Hath​ ​not​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​summoned​
​you,​ ​just​ ​as​ ​ye​ ​were​ ​called​ ​unto​ ​Prayer,​ ​Almsgiving,​ ​and​ ​striving​ ​for​ ​the​
​Faith?​​For​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​appointed​​Thee​ ​supreme​​above​​all,​​save​​for​​the​
​people​​of​​the​​inmost​​heart,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth.​​16​​Verily,​​those​
​who​​suppose​​they​​can​​contend​​with​​Thee​​have​​followed​​naught​​but​​their​
​own​ ​vain​ ​imaginations.​ ​Ere​ ​long​ ​shall​ ​God​ ​Himself​ ​reveal​ ​Thee​ ​above​
​them,​ ​“Glorious​ ​is​ ​God​ ​above​ ​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​imagine!​ ​Glorious​ ​is​ ​God​
​above​​that​​which​​they​​ascribe​​unto​​Him!”​​17​​For​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​18​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​delivered​ ​every​
​community​​from​​the​​inequity​​of​​the​​punishment,​​and​​We​​have​​lifted​​your​
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​tribulation​​from​​you—for​​verily,​​the​​Most​​Great​​Cause​​of​​God​​hath​​come​
​into​ ​your​​midst​​from​​your​​Lord,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​in​​mighty​
​exaltation.​ ​19​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​parted​ ​the​ ​sea​ ​for​ ​Moses,​ ​and​ ​drowned​
​Pharaoh​ ​and​ ​his​ ​cohorts—for​ ​indeed,​​We​​have​​ever​​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​
​every​ ​community,​ ​through​​their​​Imám.​​20​​So​​be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​the​​deeds​
​of​ ​those​ ​who​ ​have​ ​rejected​​faith—those​​who,​​while​​steeped​​in​​falsehood,​
​adopted​​the​​Calf​​as​​lord​​in​​place​​of​​God.​​21​​And​​make​​abundant​​mention​
​of​​God​​in​​the​​Pathway​​of​​the​​Báb,​​that​​perchance​​ye​​may​​attain​​tranquility​
​of​​heart,​ ​and​​show​​forth​ ​gratitude​ ​unto​​the​​One​​True​​God.​​22​​And​​verily,​
​those​​who​​reject​​faith​​in​​God​​question​​Thee​​concerning​​the​​Meeting​​with​
​Me.​​Say:​ ​“Await​​ye​​until​ ​your​​souls​​are​​steadfast​​and​​assured—then​​shall​​ye​
​behold​ ​Him.”​ ​But​ ​instead,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​sent​​the​​thunderbolt​​upon​​them,​​for​
​those​ ​who​ ​are​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​have​ ​been​ ​waiting​​in​​anticipation​ ​for​​that​
​which​ ​is​ ​contrary​ ​to​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​23​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​withhold​ ​the​ ​shadow​
​from​​whomsoever​​We​​will,​ ​and​​We​​send​​down​​the​​goodly​​provision​​upon​
​whomsoever​​We​​will,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God.​​And​​We​​sent​​unto​​the​​nations,​
​ere​​your​​time,​​but​ ​the​​outer​​husks​ ​of​​that​​which​​We​​have​​sent​​down​​upon​
​you.​ ​Yet​ ​never​ ​shall​ ​the​ ​people​ ​outstrip​ ​Us​ ​in​ ​aught—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​lie​
​prostrate​ ​before​​Our​​Lord,​​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth,​​in​​the​​pure-white​​Cloud.​
​24​​And​​when​​they​​ask​​Thee​​to​​enter​​into​​the​​Blessed​​Town,​​say:​​“Enter​​the​
​Gate,​ ​prostrating​ ​solely​ ​unto​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​say,​ ​‘The​​Remnant​​of​​God​​is​ ​better​
​for​​you​​than​​your​​own​​selves!’​​Doubt​​not​​in​​God,​​nor​​contend​​concerning​​Our​
​Cause—for​​verily,​ ​‘Unto​​God​​do​​we​​belong,​​and​​unto​​Him​​shall​​we​​return’​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​ ​from​ ​time​
​immemorial.​​”​ ​25​ ​Lo!​ ​We​​caused​​the​​stone​​to​​gush​​forth​​for​​Moses,​ ​until​
​every​ ​people​ ​knew​ ​their​ ​drinking-place—thus​ ​were​ ​they,​ ​by​ ​Our​ ​power​
​over​ ​the​ ​Truth,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​ ​made​​knowledgeable​ ​through​​that​​Gate.​ ​26​
​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​spoke​​from​​the​​Tree​​upon​​the​​Mount​​unto​​Moses,​ ​by​​the​
​leave​​of​​God,​​and​​We​​made​​manifest​​of​​Thy​​Light​​less​​than​​the​​point​​of​​a​
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​needle​​upon​​the​​Mount​​and​​upon​​those​​upon​​it—for​​verily,​​the​​mountain​
​was​ ​crushed​ ​and​ ​scattered​ ​like​ ​dust,​ ​and​ ​Moses​ ​swooned​ ​away,​
​thunderstruck.​ ​27​​And​​His​​people​​perished,​​retreating​​unto​​God,​​the​​Most​
​Exalted—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Knowledgeable​​of​​all​​things.​
​28​ ​Glorious​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Mighty—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​
​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him!​ ​Verily,​ ​Thy​ ​Cause​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​before​ ​God—for​
​verily,​​We​​have​​ever​​been,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​a​​Protector​​of​​Thee.​
​29​ ​Be​ ​patient,​ ​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye,​​for​​God​​hath​​assured​​Thy​​triumph​
​over​​the​​lands​​and​​all​ ​who​​dwell​ ​thereon—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​30​ ​When​ ​the​ ​people​ ​came​ ​unto​ ​Thee,​
​seeking​ ​from​ ​Thee​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​ ​prior​ ​nations​ ​sought​ ​from​ ​their​
​Prophets,​ ​say:​ ​“Unto​ ​God​ ​belongeth​​the​​Ultimate​​Proof!​​I​ ​am​​naught​​save​
​the​ ​first​ ​amongst​ ​those​ ​who​ ​serve​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​with​ ​all​ ​their​ ​heart.​
​Verily,​ ​My​ ​Lord​ ​and​ ​your​ ​Lord,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​
​God—for​​verily,​ ​He​​hath​​ever​​been,​​in​​very​​truth,​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.”​
​31​ ​Behold!​ ​We​ ​took​ ​Thy​ ​Pledge​ ​from​ ​those​ ​upon​ ​the​​Mount​​and​​those​
​around​​it,​ ​“Receive​​what​​God​​hath​​granted​​unto​​Thee​​from​​His​​Grace,​​and​
​make​ ​mention​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ordained​ ​for​ ​Thee​
​within​​the​​Book,​​until​ ​the​​Appointed​​Term—perchance​​the​​people​​may​​show​
​forth​ ​gratitude​ ​unto​ ​God​ ​and​​for​​His​​Signs,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.”​
​32​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​By​​your​​Lord!​​Ye​​shall​​assuredly​​do​​even​​as​​past​
​generations​​have​​done,​​so​​take​​heed​​your​​very​​own​​selves​​of​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Retribution​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​
​things.​ ​33​ ​Do​ ​ye​ ​then​ ​aspire​ ​to​ ​enter​ ​the​ ​Garden,​ ​while​ ​indeed​ ​there​ ​is​
​amongst​ ​you​​a​​group​​that​​heareth​​the​​Word​​of​​God​​and​​then​​attempt​​to​
​distort​ ​it?​ ​These​ ​are​ ​the​ ​most​ ​evil​ ​people​ ​before​ ​Us!​ ​Lo!​ ​God​ ​hath​
​prepared​ ​a​ ​great​ ​Fire​ ​for​ ​these​ ​infidels​ ​in​ ​the​ ​depths​ ​of​ ​Hell.​ ​34​
​Whensoever​ ​the​ ​people​ ​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​their​
​hearts​​are​​hardened​​as​​though​​they​​were​​stones—or​​even​​harder​​still.​​From​
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​some​ ​rocks,​ ​rivers​ ​gush​ ​forth,​ ​but​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​refused​ ​to​​bring​​forth​​faith​
​from​ ​those​ ​hearts​ ​that​ ​refuse​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Wondrous​ ​Verses​ ​of​
​God—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Witness​ ​unto​ ​things.​ ​35​ ​God​​knoweth​
​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​reveal​ ​and​ ​that​ ​which​ ​they​ ​conceal—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​
​been​ ​Knowledgeable​ ​of​​all​ ​things.​ ​36​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God,​​and​​assign​​ye​
​not​ ​a​ ​son​ ​unto​ ​God—glorified​ ​be​ ​He!​ ​Whensoever​ ​He​ ​willeth​ ​aught,​
​behold,​ ​it​ ​is​ ​established​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Sealed​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​37​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​
​Originator​ ​of​ ​whatsoever​ ​is​ ​in​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​whatsoever​ ​is​ ​upon​ ​the​
​earth,​ ​and​ ​all​ ​that​ ​lieth​ ​between​ ​them—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​fashioned​ ​naught​
​but​​that​​it​ ​hath​ ​submitted​ ​unto​​Us​​and​​been​​humbled,​​in​​accordance​​with​
​the​ ​truth.​ ​38​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne!​ ​Hearken​ ​unto​ ​My​​Call​ ​from​​the​
​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Báb,​ ​for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​inspired​ ​Me​ ​upon​ ​Mount​ ​Sinai,​ ​from​
​around​ ​this​ ​Blessed​ ​Tree,​ ​“Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​God—there​ ​is​ ​none​​other​​God​
​except​​Me!​​I​ ​have​​revealed​​this​ ​Book​​according​​to​​the​​Mystery​​of​​the​​inmost​
​Heart,​ ​concealed​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Divine​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​​God,​​assayed​​around​
​the​​Fire,​ ​inscribed​​within​​the​​fourth​​line,​​in​​very​​truth,​​upon​​the​​Most​​Great​
​Remembrance—that​​the​​people​​might​​gather​​around​​the​​Báb​​as​​the​​Supreme​
​Testimony.​​”​ ​39​​Those​​who​​conceal​​even​​a​​single​​Letter​​of​​the​​Book—they​
​shall​ ​consume​​Fire—and​​ye​​shall​ ​neither​​look​​upon​​them​​nor​​speak​​unto​
​them​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​ ​Resurrection—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​them,​
​within​ ​the​ ​lowest​ ​depths​ ​of​ ​theArk,​ ​a​ ​most​ ​dire​ ​punishment.​ ​40​
​Righteousness​​consisteth​​not​​in​​mere​​abundance​​of​​righteous​​deeds,​​but​​it​
​is​ ​righteousness​​that​​ye​​have​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​​of​​God,​​and​​render​
​ye​ ​assistance​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​with​ ​your​ ​possessions​ ​and​ ​your​ ​very​ ​own​
​souls—should​ ​ye​ ​follow​ ​the​ ​Command​ ​of​ ​God​ ​regarding​ ​Our​ ​devoted​
​Servant,​ ​then​ ​might​ ​ye​ ​be​ ​numbered​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​righteous​ ​within​ ​the​
​Book​​of​​God.​​41​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Be​​ye​​mindful​​of​​God​​concerning​
​My​​Remembrance—for​​verily,​ ​He​​is​ ​the​​True​​One​​from​​God,​​and​​naught​
​remaineth​ ​after​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​but​ ​error—by​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​the​
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​Book—​​irrevocably​​ordained​​by​​the​​One​​True​​God.​​42​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​reveal​
​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​not​ ​fall​ ​into​ ​idle​ ​conjecture​
​concerning​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​in​ ​His​ ​absence,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​
​God​​hath​​prescribed​ ​a​​great​​Fire​ ​for​ ​the​​treacherous,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​
​the truth.​
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​54. Súrah of the Youth, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​“Nor​ ​do​ ​I​ ​absolve​ ​mine​ ​own​ ​self—for​ ​the​ ​soul​ ​is​ ​indeed​ ​prone​​to​​evil,​ ​save​
​that​ ​it​ ​receiveth​ ​the​ ​mercy​ ​of​ ​my​ ​Lord.​ ​Verily,​ ​my​ ​Lord​ ​is​ ​Oft-Forgiving,​
​Most​ ​Merciful.”​ ​Alif-Lám-Mím-‘Ayn-​​Ṣ​​ád.​ ​3​ ​Say:​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​
​inspired​​Me​​with​​His​​Proof​​concerning​​that​​Most​​Great​​Word,​​“Lo,​​verily,​
​I​ ​am​​God—there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Me!​​I​​fashioned​​no​​being​​save​​that​
​I​ ​forged​​with​​it​​the​​Covenant​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​in​​its​​most​​exalted​​station.​
​Verily,​ ​We​​covenanted​​with​​Adam,​​and​​Job,​ ​and​​Jonah—yet​​they​​forgot​​the​
​Most​​Great​​Word,​​even​​to​​a​​degree​​less​ ​than​​the​​weight​​of​​a​​particle​​within​
​an​ ​atom.​ ​So​ ​We​ ​said​ ​concerning​ ​them,​ ​‘We​ ​find​ ​in​ ​them​ ​no​ ​steadfast​
​resolve!’”​ ​4​ ​So​ ​We​ ​encompassed​ ​them​​with​​the​​Fire,​ ​until​ ​they​​confessed,​
​“Glorified​​art​​Thou—there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​​Thee!​​We​​have​​returned​
​unto​​the​​Concealed​​Mystery​​of​​this​ ​Youth,​​in​​very​​truth.​​So​​grant​​forgiveness​
​unto​​us—for​​Thou​​art​​our​​cherished​​Lord,​​and​​Thou​​hast​​ever​​been​​Merciful​
​unto​​all​ ​the​​worlds.”​ ​5​​Thus,​​We​​granted​​forgiveness​​unto​​them,​​and​​those​
​who​​followed​​after​​them,​​from​​the​​former​​and​​the​​latter​​times—for​​verily,​
​this​ ​Most​​Great​​Word​​of​​God,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​​of​​the​​truth,​​hath​​ever​
​been,​​in​​the​​sight​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​ ​supreme​​in​​might.​​6​​O​​Solace​
​of​ ​Mine​​Eye!​​Convey​​unto​​the​​people​​that​​which​​God​​revealed​​upon​​the​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Mount,​ ​when​ ​Moses​ ​said​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​attendant,​ ​“I​ ​shall​ ​not​
​desist​ ​until​ ​I​ ​attain​​the​​Wellspring​​of​​Water​​at​​the​​Confluence​​of​​the​​Twain​
​Seas,​ ​nigh​​unto​​the​​Twain​​Fires​​of​​the​​Possessor​​of​​the​​Twain​​Names!”​​This​​is​
​the​ ​mystery​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​​enshrined​​around​​the​​Fire.​ ​7​​When​​they​
​reached​​the​​Confluence​​of​​the​​Twain​​Seas​​at​​the​​Gate​​of​​the​​Twain​​Hearts,​
​God​ ​caused​​them​​to​​forget​​the​​Fish​​of​​the​​Remembrance—for​​verily,​ ​He​
​made​ ​its​ ​Pathway​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Sea,​ ​between​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Seas,​ ​wondrously​
​even​ ​and​ ​straight.​ ​8​ ​Until,​ ​when​​they​​had​​reached​​the​​Remembrance—​​a​
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​devoted​ ​Servant​ ​amongst​ ​the​ ​servants​ ​of​ ​God​​—​​Whom​ ​We​ ​had​​granted​​a​
​knowledge​ ​from​​Our​​very​​own​​selves,​​and​​made​​aware​​of​​the​​Letters​​of​​the​
​Concealed​ ​Mystery.​ ​9​​So​​Moses​​spoke​​according​​to​​that​​which​​God​​hath​
​willed​ ​regarding​ ​His​ ​affair—and​ ​We​ ​said​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​what​ ​We​ ​desired,​
​“How​ ​canst​ ​thou​ ​be​ ​patient​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​when​ ​thou​ ​hast​ ​no​​awareness​
​thereof?”​ ​10​​And​​He​​said,​ ​“​​Thou​​shalt​​find​​me,​​God​​willing,​​patient​​at​​the​
​Gate,​ ​and​​I​​shall​​not​​disobey,​ ​God​​willing,​​in​​any​​manner​​pertaining​​unto​
​the​​Mystery​​of​​the​​Cause​​of​​the​​Concealed​​Gate.”​ ​11​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​
​Say​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​faithful:​ ​“​​Should​ ​He​ ​followeth​ ​Me​​around​​the​​Fire,​ ​question​
​Me​​not​​regarding​​any​​Letter​​thereof,​​until​​I​​narrate​​it​​unto​​you,​​by​​the​​leave​
​of​ ​God,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Mystery​ ​We​​have​​concealed​​in​​symbol.​​”​ ​12​ ​So​​they​​set​ ​off​
​until​ ​they​ ​boarded​ ​this​ ​ship,​ ​which​ ​rested​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​waters​ ​of​ ​the​ ​sea.​ ​13​
​And​​He​​scuttled​​it​ ​according​​to​​the​​knowledge​​of​​the​​ordained​​end,​​for​​the​
​sake​ ​of​ ​those​ ​nurtured​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Exalted—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Almighty,​ ​Most​
​Praiseworthy.​ ​14​ ​Then​ ​they​ ​continued​ ​on,​ ​until​ ​they​ ​met​ ​this​ ​Youth​ ​at​ ​the​
​Gate—a​ ​chaste​ ​young​ ​man—​​and​ ​He​ ​slew​ ​Him,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​Word​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Return,​​from​​the​​One​​True​​God—yet​​Moses​​was​​unable​​to​
​endure​​His​​just​​deed​​with​ ​patience,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.​​15​​Then​
​they​ ​set​ ​forth,​ ​until​ ​they​ ​approached​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​​a​​Town​​with​​a​​Gate,​
​fallen​​beside​​the​​Fire.​ ​Though​​when​​the​​people​​learned​​of​​the​​hymn​​they​
​chanted​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​they​ ​refused​ ​them​
​hospitality—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​
​16​ ​Yet​ ​they​ ​perceived​ ​therein​ ​a​ ​knowledge​ ​emanating​ ​from​ ​some​
​snow-white​ ​pearls,​ ​yearning​ ​to​ ​burst​ ​forth​​from​​behind​​the​​Gate.​ ​So​​He​
​raised​​it​​upright,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​for​​the​​sake​​of​​the​​Gate​
​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​foundation​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gate.​ ​For​ ​He​ ​knew​
​within​ ​His​ ​inmost​ ​Self​ ​that,​ ​after​ ​its​ ​restoration,​ ​the​ ​treasure​ ​of​ ​true​
​meekness​​before​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted,​​would​​be​​made​​manifest—for​​He​
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​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​17​​O​​People​​of​​the​
​Earth!​​If​ ​ye​​are​​unable​​to​​be​​patient​​with​​the​​Remembrance,​​then​​know,​​as​
​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​this​ ​is​ ​the​ ​parting​ ​between​ ​you​ ​and​ ​Me—until​ ​the​
​appointed​ ​time​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prophesied​ ​Day.​​18​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Inform​
​them​​of​​that​​which​​the​​blameless​​Soul​​accomplished,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​
​between​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Seas,​ ​recorded​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book​ ​around​ ​the​
​Fire.​ ​19​ ​As​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Crimson​ ​Leaf,​ ​sprouting​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Amber-coloured​
​Branch​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Tree​ ​of​ ​Camphor—verily,​ ​it​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​veiled​​beneath​​the​
​parallel​ ​lines​​of​​the​​Concealed​​Mystery​​of​​the​​Manifestation,​​for​​We​​knew​
​that​ ​the​ ​king​ ​of​ ​discord​ ​was​ ​beyond​ ​it,​ ​who​ ​forcibly​ ​seizeth​ ​every​ ​laden​
​vessel,​ ​without​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted,​ ​through​ ​guile​ ​and​
​deceit.​ ​20​ ​As​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Youth—He​ ​was​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Verdant​ ​Tree,​
​kindled​ ​by​ ​this​ ​Amber​ ​Spring.​ ​Therefore,​ ​We​ ​slew​ ​Him​ ​in​ ​His​ ​visible​
​form,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​what​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​foreordained​ ​within​ ​the​
​Book—​​a​​kindness​ ​to​​His​​parents—for​​We​​feared​​lest​​He​​overwhelm​​them​
​with​​a​​Fire​​of​​wondrous​​splendor,​​dazzling​​them​​with​​the​​Beauty​​of​​Bahá,​
​beyond​ ​measure​ ​and​ ​without​ ​knowledge.​ ​21​ ​As​ ​for​ ​the​ ​wall—it​
​encompassed​ ​the​ ​people​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​City,​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​​of​​the​​One​​Who​
​shall​ ​bear​​the​​Most​​Great​​Light​​of​​God​​through​​the​​Twain​​Gates.​​Beyond​
​the​​Gate​​were​​orphans.​​Therefore,​​God​​raised​​it​​up,​​for​​the​​Remembrance​
​Himself​​knew​​the​​station​​of​​the​​likeness​​of​​the​​Cause,​​until​​the​​Days​​that​
​have​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​enumerated​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Preserved​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​22​ ​And​
​when​​the​​Promise​​of​​God​​shall​​come​​to​​pass,​​the​​Remembrance​​shall​​draw​
​forth​ ​their​ ​Treasure​ ​from​ ​about​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​
​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him!​​Lo,​​God​​hath​​made​​manifest​​the​​Twain​
​Treasures​ ​between​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Lines.​ ​That​ ​belongeth​ ​unto​ ​God—​​the​
​interpretation​ ​of​ ​that​ ​whereon​ ​ye​ ​could​ ​not​ ​observe​ ​patience,​ ​from​ ​the​
​Mystery​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​concealed​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Mystery,​ ​enshrouded​ ​with​
​Mystery.​ ​23​ ​O​ ​Concourse​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Gates!​ ​Let​ ​not​ ​Satan​ ​beguile​ ​you​
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​concerning​ ​this​ ​Eternal​ ​Tree​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Immortal​ ​Kingdom​ ​thereof—for​
​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​that​ ​whoso​ ​draweth​ ​nigh​ ​thereto​ ​shall​ ​descend​
​unto​ ​the​ ​earth.​ ​And​ ​lo!​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​been​
​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book.​ ​24​ ​The​ ​reckoning​ ​of​ ​the​
​people​ ​hath​ ​drawn​​nigh​​unto​​the​​Gate—in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​at​
​the​ ​very​ ​core​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire—and​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​shall​ ​be​ ​held​ ​accountable​
​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book.​ ​25​ ​O​ ​Inhabitants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Heart​​of​
​Paradise!​ ​Say,​​in​​My​​Name,​​unto​​the​​Maidens​​of​​the​​Chambers​​of​​Stone,​
​“Come​​ye​​forth​​from​​your​​sanctified​​dwellings,​​unadorned!​​26​​“And​​lend​​an​
​ear​​unto​​the​​melody​​of​​the​​Beloved​​Voice—for​​verily,​​the​​Remembrance​​hath​
​willed​ ​what​ ​He​ ​hath​ ​willed,​ ​and​ ​none​ ​may​ ​repel​ ​the​ ​True​ ​Cause​ ​of​ ​God.​
​And​​lo!​ ​the​​Decree​​hath​​been​​irrevocably​​ordained​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.”​
​27​​Say:​​Hearken​​unto​​My​​Call,​ ​O​​Inhabitants​​of​​the​​Chambers​​of​​Stone,​
​from​ ​beyond​ ​the​ ​Fire!​ ​Yea,​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​inspired​​My​​Tongue,​​saying,​
​“Lo,​ ​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​ ​God—beside​ ​Whom​ ​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Me!​
​Thy​ ​love​ ​is​ ​My​ ​love​ ​for​ ​all,​ ​an​ ​obligation​ ​ordained​ ​as​ ​the​ ​mandate​ ​of​
​Oneness​ ​before​ ​Me.​​Thus​​hath​​it​ ​been​​written.​​”​ ​28​​And​​say:​ ​“Yea,​​verily,​ ​I​
​am​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Lights​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Twain​​Mysteries,​ ​I​ ​am​​the​​Twain​​Forms​
​within​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Temples,​ ​and​ ​I​ ​am​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Reflections​ ​within​ ​the​
​Twain​ ​Panes.​ ​For​ ​I​ ​have​ ​pronounced​ ​the​ ​Twain​ ​Letters,​ ​yet​ ​I​ ​express​ ​no​
​Letter​​from​​the​​Twain​​Primal​​Souls,​ ​nor​​hath​​any​​Letter​​from​​the​​Mystery​
​of​​the​​Twain​​Gulfs​​been​​disclosed,​​save​​within​​My​​True​​Self—the​​Bearer​​of​
​the​​Twain​​Names.​ ​I​ ​have​​glorified​​My​​cherished​​Lord​​within​​the​​wilderness​
​of​ ​the​ ​Divine​ ​Realm​ ​of​ ​Láhút,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​​My​​Lord,​​whereupon,​​those​
​who​ ​extol​ ​the​​glorifications​​glorified​​the​​One​​True​​God.​​And​​I​​have​​praised​
​Him​​in​​the​​land​​of​​the​​divine​​Cloud,​​whereupon​​those​​who​​commemorate​​the​
​praises​ ​praised​​Him​​in​​the​​land​​of​​that​​Gate,​​by​​the​​Most​​Great​​Truth.​​And​
​I​ ​sing​ ​hymns​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious​ ​at​ ​the​ ​summit​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Throne,​
​whereupon,​ ​those​ ​who​ ​chant​​hymns​​warbled​​upon​​the​​heaven​​of​​the​​Throne​
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​around​ ​the​ ​Truth.​ ​And​ ​I​ ​magnified,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​Mine​​own​​Soul,​ ​by​​the​
​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​whereupon​ ​those​ ​who​ ​exclaim​ ​the​ ​magnifications​ ​magnified​
​God​ ​through​ ​the​ ​Truth​ ​of​ ​that​ ​Gate—the​​Most​​Great​​Gate—this​​Arabian​
​Youth,​​the​​Comforter​​Whom​​ye​​find​​mentioned​​in​​the​​Torah,​​the​​Gospels,​​the​
​Psalms,​​and​​the​​Furqán.​​Verily,​​this​​is​​the​​Truth—the​​Most​​Sublime​​Path​​of​
​God,​​recorded​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book!”​​29​​Say:​​“Yea,​​verily,​​if​​so​​We​​willed,​
​We​ ​could​ ​decree​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​inhabitants​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​by​​the​
​Decree​ ​of​ ​the​​world​​to​​come,​​in​​this​ ​present​​world—for​​verily,​ ​the​​Lord​​My​
​God​ ​hath​ ​ever,​ ​in​​very​​truth,​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​ ​things.”​ ​30​​And​​never​
​did​ ​We,​ ​ere​ ​Thee,​ ​send​ ​forth​ ​any​ ​Gate,​ ​but​ ​that​ ​We​ ​inspired​ ​them​​with​
​Thy​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word;​ ​and​ ​when​ ​they​ ​drew​ ​nigh,​ ​We​ ​established​ ​them​
​upon​ ​the​ ​foundation​ ​of​ ​Knowledge—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​
​Witness​ ​unto​​the​​faithful.​​31​​Never​​have​​We​​fashioned​​the​​human​​form​​in​
​a​​body​​independent​​of​​food​​and​​drink—for​​all​ ​have​​been​​recorded​​within​
​the​​Mother​​Book,​​according​​to​​the​​Book​​of​​Poverty.​​32​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​
​revealed​​unto​​you​​the​​Book,​​in​​very​​truth,​​and​​We​​intended​​none​​therein​
​save​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​within​ ​this​ ​Youth—this​
​Sublime​​Youth​​of​​Noble​​Lineage—that​​the​​people​​might​​be​​faithful​​unto​
​God​ ​and​ ​witnesses​ ​of​ ​His​​Signs.​ ​33​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Run​​not​​after​
​despair,​​by​​the​​leave​​of​​the​​One​​True​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​but​​return​
​unto​​your​​sanctified​​dwellings—for​​verily,​​on​​the​​Day​​of​​Decision,​​ye​​shall,​
​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​be​ ​held​ ​accountable​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Path.​ ​34​ ​We​
​fashioned​ ​not​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​whatsoever​ ​lieth​ ​between​
​them,​ ​save​ ​for​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word​ ​proceeding​ ​from​ ​before​ ​Us,​
​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Concealed​ ​Mystery—lo!​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​hath​
​been​ ​revealed.​ ​35​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​fashioned​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​and​ ​the​ ​heavens​
​through​ ​Our​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Word—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​ ​One​ ​Who​ ​hath​
​upheld​​them​​by​​His​​Name—and​​unto​​the​​faithful,​​He​​is​​the​​Word​​of​​Fire,​
​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​transcribed​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​Preserved​ ​Tablet.​ ​36​
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​And​ ​say:​ ​“Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth​​unto​
​His​ ​Remembrance—and​ ​lo!​ ​We​ ​are,​ ​in​ ​very​ ​truth,​ ​His​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​
​Who​ ​hath​ ​never​ ​waxed​​too​​proud​​to​​serve​​Him.​​Glorified​​is​ ​God,​​the​​Most​
​Exalted—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​Most​​Sublime,​​Supreme.​​37​​O​
​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Were​​ye​​as​​ye​​imagine​​yourselves​​to​​be​​concerning​​the​
​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance,​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth,​ ​and​ ​all​ ​that​ ​lieth​
​between​​them,​​would​​assuredly​​have​​been​​corrupted.​​Glorified​​is​​God,​​the​
​Ever-Abiding!​ ​Sublime​ ​and​ ​Magnified​ ​is​ ​He​ ​above​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​
​wrongdoers​ ​assert.​ ​38​ ​O​ ​Solace​ ​of​ ​Mine​ ​Eye!​ ​Say:​ ​“Do​ ​ye​ ​take​ ​unto​
​yourselves​ ​a​ ​Gate​ ​other​ ​than​ ​Him?​ ​Bring​ ​forth​ ​your​ ​word,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​​the​
​truth—for​​verily,​ ​I​ ​am​​the​​Remembrance,​ ​both​​ere​​this​​and​​hereafter!”​​Say:​
​“Summon​​the​​people​​to​​serve​​none​​save​​God—He​​beside​​Whom​​there​​is​​none​
​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​the​ ​Most​
​Sublime​ ​Witness.​ ​39​ ​And​ ​assign​ ​ye​ ​not​ ​a​ ​son​ ​unto​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​
​creation​​of​​even​​His​​devoted​​servants​​is​​held​​within​​His​​grasp.​​None​​rivaleth​
​Him​ ​in​​word​​save​​by​​His​​leave​​concerning​​the​​Cause—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​
​hath​ ​ever​ ​Encompassed​ ​all​ ​things.”​ ​40​​And​​say:​ ​“Unto​​God​​belong​​devoted​
​servants​ ​who​ ​have​ ​sought​ ​naught​ ​save​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​ ​hath​
​willed,​​in​​very​​truth—He​​knoweth​​whatsoever​​is​​in​​the​​heavens​​and​​upon​​the​
​earth,​ ​and​ ​they​ ​stand​ ​in​ ​awe,​ ​out​ ​of​ ​fear​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​their​ ​cherished​ ​Lord,​​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth.”​​41​​O​​Solace​​of​​Mine​​Eye!​​Speak​​forth​​according​
​to​ ​the​ ​Qur’án—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​divine​ ​Decree​ ​hath​ ​decreed​ ​for​ ​Thee​ ​a​
​glorious​​station.​ ​Lo!​​the​​Káf​​hath​​returned​​unto​​the​​very​​center​​of​​the​​Point​
​of​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​and​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​a​ ​Watchful​ ​Protector​ ​over​
​Thee.​ ​42​ ​And​​speak​​not​​concerning​​your​​own​​selves,​ ​save​​by​​evoking​​the​
​Remembrance—​​for​ ​the​ ​soul​ ​is​ ​indeed​ ​prone​ ​to​ ​incline​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​soul​ ​of​
​Satan.​ ​Yet​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​willed,​ ​through​ ​His​ ​mercy,​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Soul​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance​ ​remain​ ​sanctified​ ​from​ ​this​ ​avarice​ ​soul—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​
​hath ever been​​Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful​​unto the​​faithful.​
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​55. Súrah of the Pillar, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​And​ ​the​ ​king​ ​said,​ ​“Bring​ ​him​ ​unto​ ​me,​ ​that​ ​I​ ​may​ ​evaluate​ ​him​ ​for​
​myself!”​ ​And​ ​when​​he​​had​​spoken​​with​​him,​​he​​said,​​“Verily,​ ​this​ ​day​​thou​
​art​​established​​with​​us,​ ​safe​​and​​secure!”​ ​Káf-Há-‘Ayn-​​Gh​​ayn.​​3​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​​have​​sent​​Thee,​​in​​very​​truth,​​unto​​all​ ​the​​people—as​​a​​Bearer​​of​​Glad​
​Tidings​ ​and​ ​a​​Warner.​ ​4​​And​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​appointed​​Us​​the​​Station​
​of​​His​​Command—and​​whensoever​​We​​will​ ​to​​say​​unto​​aught,​ ​“Be!”​​Lo!​
​it​ ​is​ ​attested​​within​​the​​Book​​of​​the​​Most​​Gracious.​​5​​And​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​upheld​ ​the​ ​heavens​ ​and​ ​the​ ​earth​ ​through​ ​Our​ ​Name—wherefore,​
​whithersoever​​ye​​turn,​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Countenance​​of​​God​​appeareth,​
​ever​ ​nigh.​ ​6​​And​​amongst​​the​​people​​are​​those​​who​​say​​they​​have​​faith​​in​
​the​​One​​True​​God,​​but​​when​​We​​remove​​the​​veil​​from​​their​​faces,​​they​​wax​
​proud​​—and​ ​toward​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance,​ ​they​ ​harbour​​vain​​imaginations​
​of​ ​their​ ​lord,​ ​bereft​ ​of​ ​truth.​ ​False​ ​indeed​​are​​they​​who​​have​​written​​the​
​Book​ ​with​ ​their​ ​own​ ​hands,​ ​and​ ​bartered​ ​these,​ ​Our​ ​Signs,​ ​without​
​sanction,​​for​​a​​measly​​sum.​​7​​And​​they​​say,​​“The​​Fire​​shall​​not​​touch​​us​​save​
​for​ ​an​ ​hour​ ​of​ ​the​ ​day!”​ ​Woe​ ​unto​​them​​for​​that​​which​​their​​hands​​have​
​wrought!​ ​These​ ​shall​ ​have​ ​as​ ​their​ ​recompense​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
​Resurrection,​ ​deservedly​ ​so​​—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​8​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​we​ ​have​ ​forged​​Our​​Covenant​
​with​​the​​faithful—that​​they​​serve​​none​​but​​Him,​​and​​show​​forth​​kindness​
​unto​ ​their​ ​parents—​ ​9​ ​And​ ​wholeheartedly​ ​acquiesce​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Gates.​ ​10​
​Do​ ​ye​ ​then​ ​regard​ ​some​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​which​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​upon​
​Muḥammad—may​​the​​blessings​​of​​God​​be​​upon​​Him​​and​​His​​Family,​​the​
​Messenger​​of​​God,​​ere​​this—and​​reject​​some​​of​​the​​Book?​​Fear​​ye​​not​​God​
​concerning​​the​​Day​​whereupon​​the​​True​​Decree​​from​​God,​​in​​accordance​
​with​​the​​truth,​​shall​ ​be​ ​irrevocably​​ordained?​ ​11​​These​​are​​they​​who​​have​
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​bartered​ ​the​ ​life​ ​of​ ​this​ ​world​ ​for​ ​the​ ​world​ ​to​ ​come;​ ​nor​ ​shall​ ​the​
​punishment​ ​be​ ​curtailed​ ​for​ ​them—not​ ​even​ ​for​ ​the​ ​twinkling​ ​of​ ​an​
​eye—for​ ​they​ ​have​ ​rejected​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​
​God,​ ​and​ ​are​ ​bereft​​of​​truth.​​12​​These​​have​​not​​even​ ​a​​morsel​ ​of​​faith​​in​
​God​​nor​​His​​Signs,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​Firm​​Truth.​​13​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​
​gave​ ​Moses​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​and​ ​We​ ​safeguarded​ ​Him​ ​in​ ​His​ ​youth,​ ​until​ ​the​
​Book​ ​had​ ​reached​ ​its​ ​Appointed​ ​Term—lo!​ ​the​ ​True​ ​Decree​ ​of​ ​God,​​in​
​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​was​ ​exalted​​in​​honor​​therein.​​14​​And​​verily,​​We​
​granted​​unto​​Jesus,​ ​the​​son​​of​​Mary,​​the​​Clear​​Signs,​​and​​We​​strengthened​
​Him​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Spirit​ ​from​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance—for​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​ever​
​sent​​unto​​the​​Prophets​​a​​Book​​inscribed​​upon​​Tablets.​​15​​God​​hath​​indeed​
​strengthened​​Thee​​with​​the​​Holy​​Spirit.​​Ere​​long​​God​​shall​​judge​​between​
​Thee​ ​and​ ​those​ ​who​ ​devise​ ​falsehood​ ​concerning​ ​God,​ ​on​ ​the​ ​Day​ ​of​
​Decision—for​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​Decree​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​enshrined​ ​within​ ​the​
​Mother​​Book.​​16​​Malevolent​​indeed​​is​​that​​which​​the​​deniers​​of​​faith​​have​
​bartered​​for​​themselves—through​​their​ ​obstinate​ ​rejection​​of​​the​​Verses​​of​
​God,​ ​and​ ​their​ ​enmity​ ​thereto,​ ​in​ ​defiance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​17​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​
​We—by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God—reveal​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​upon​ ​whomsoever​ ​We​ ​will​
​amongst​​Our​​devoted​​servants—and​​We​​have​​prepared​​a​​fire​​upon​​the​​Fire​
​for​ ​the​ ​heedless,​ ​and​ ​a​ ​most​ ​humiliating​ ​retribution.​ ​18​ ​And​ ​the​​people​
​have​ ​said,​ ​“We​​have​​heard,​​yet​​we​​disobey!”​​—for​​the​​love​​of​​the​​Calf​​they​
​have​​imbued​​into​​their​​hearts.​ ​Say:​ ​“Vile​​indeed​​is​ ​that​​which​​your​​corrupt​
​officials​ ​have​ ​commanded​ ​you—but​ ​verily,​ ​the​ ​faithful,​ ​they​ ​have​ ​been​
​recorded​ ​with​ ​honor​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Sublime.”​ ​19​ ​For​ ​verily,​
​God​​hath​​ever​​Encompassed​​all​​things.​​20​​Whosoever​​is​​an​​enemy​​unto​​God,​
​and​ ​unto​ ​His​ ​Angels​ ​and​ ​His​ ​Messengers​​—after​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​hath​
​come​​unto​​them​​from​​God—verily,​ ​We​​have​​been​​witnesses​​against​​them​
​in​​their​​denial​ ​of​​faith—and​​in​​the​​world​​to​​come,​​they​​shall​​have​​no​​share​
​in​ ​the​ ​Cause,​ ​save​ ​a​ ​Most​ ​Mighty​ ​Fire​ ​indeed.​ ​21​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​
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​revealed​​the​​Spirit​ ​unto​​Thy​​Heart,​ ​and​​sent​​Gabriel,​ ​by​​the​​leave​​of​​God,​
​confirming​ ​that​​which​​is​​with​​Thee,​​as​​a​​Mercy​​and​​Glad​​Tidings​​unto​​the​
​faithful​ ​servants​ ​who​ ​have​ ​remained​ ​steadfast​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Covenant​ ​of​ ​God​
​with​ ​His​ ​Remembrance,​ ​at​ ​the​ ​very​ ​Point​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Fire.​ ​22​ ​Why​ ​is​ ​that​
​whensoever​ ​ye​ ​pledge​ ​yourselves​ ​unto​ ​a​ ​covenant,​ ​a​ ​sect​ ​amongst​ ​you​
​disregardeth​​it?​​And​​when​​the​​Cause​​of​​God​​appeareth,​​ye​​cast​​the​​Book​
​of​ ​God​ ​behind​ ​your​ ​backs!​ ​Do​ ​ye​ ​follow​​that​​which​​the​​malevolent​​spirits​
​uttered​ ​unto​ ​King​ ​Solomon?​ ​What​​aileth​​you,​​that​​ye​​judge​​for​​yourselves​
​with​ ​the​ ​decree​ ​of​​Satan,​​bereft​​of​​the​​Most​​Exalted​​Statute​​of​​God?​​For​
​He​ ​is​ ​God—Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sublime,​ ​Supreme​ ​in​ ​might?​ ​23​ ​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​choose,​ ​through​ ​Our​ ​Mercy,​ ​whomsoever​ ​God​ ​willeth—for​
​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​24​​Yea,​​verily,​​We​​have​
​appointed​​Thee​​the​​Most​​Mighty​​Grace​​of​​God​​unto​​whomsoever​​We​​will​
​through​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​verily,​ ​that​ ​Grace,​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​
​Book,​​hath​​indeed​​been​ ​engraved​ ​upon​​the​​Threshold​​of​​the​​Báb.​​25​​God​
​doth​ ​not​ ​annul​ ​any​ ​Remembrance​ ​save​ ​that​ ​He​ ​bringeth​ ​forth​ ​a​ ​Most​
​Wondrous​ ​Remembrance​ ​like​ ​unto​ ​Him—or​ ​even​ ​one​ ​greater​ ​than​
​Him—and​​lo!​​that​​hath​​ever​​been​​but​​a​​simple​​task​​for​​the​​One​​True​​God!​
​26​​Know​​ye​​not​​that​​God​​hath​​appointed​​the​​kingdom​​of​​the​​heavens​​and​
​the​​earth​​unto​​our​​devoted​​Servant—that​​ye​​have​​no​​Guardian​​other​​than​
​God,​​nor​​any​ ​comforter​ ​apart​​from​​Him,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth?​​27​
​Would​ ​ye​ ​then​ ​demand​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​
​people​​of​​Moses​​demanded​​aforetime?​​By​​your​​Lord!​​Verily,​​He​​is​​the​​True​
​One​ ​from​ ​God—and​ ​no​ ​other​ ​station​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​ordained​ ​in​ ​Our​
​Presence,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​​the​​Most​​Reliable​​Truth—for​​He​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Most​ ​Wondrous​ ​indeed​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Presence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious,​ ​in​
​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​28​ ​O​ ​Inhabitants​ ​of​ ​Earth​ ​and​ ​Heaven!​
​Whosoever​ ​yearneth​ ​for​ ​God,​ ​His​ ​Messenger,​ ​and​ ​His​ ​most​ ​cherished​
​Friends,​ ​and​ ​loveth​ ​to​ ​perform​ ​righteous​ ​deeds—Prayer,​ ​Almsgiving,​
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​Fasting,​ ​and​ ​Pilgrimage—let​ ​them​ ​follow​ ​the​ ​Light​ ​of​ ​God​​Whom​​God​
​hath​ ​revealed​ ​with​ ​Me—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Aware​ ​of​ ​that​
​which​ ​ye​ ​do.​ ​29​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Whoso​ ​yearneth​​to​​behold​​Our​
​Countenance,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Countenance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Prophets—Adam,​ ​Noah,​
​Abraham,​ ​Moses,​ ​and​​Jesus—let​​them​​gaze​​on​​Our​​Countenance,​​which​
​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—​​Sublime,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​30​​And​​some​​amongst​​the​​faithful​​said​​one​​to​
​another,​ ​“Ye​ ​are​ ​upon​ ​naught​ ​of​ ​the​ ​knowledge​ ​of​ ​the​​Book!”​ ​Say:​ ​“Verily,​
​God​ ​hath​​not​​granted​​you​​knowledge​​of​​aught​​of​​the​​Judgment​​of​​the​​Book!​
​Ere​​long​​God​​shall​​judge​​between​​you,​​in​​very​​truth,​​concerning​​that​​wherein​
​ye​​differ—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​​been​​Knowledgeable​​of​​the​​faithful.”​​31​
​And​​those​​who​​suppress​​the​​people​​by​​restricting​​the​​Official​​Prayer-Hall​
​of​ ​God—lest​ ​the​ ​commemoration​ ​of​​the​​Name​​of​​the​​Remembrance​​be​
​made​ ​therein—and​ ​who​ ​hasten​ ​to​ ​extinguish​ ​Our​ ​Light—these​ ​are​ ​the​
​inmates​​of​​the​​Fire!​ ​It​ ​is​​not​​for​​them​​to​​approach​​their​​Lord​​save​​through​
​fear,​ ​and​ ​for​ ​them,​ ​in​ ​this​ ​life,​ ​there​ ​is​ ​but​ ​disgrace—and​ ​God​ ​hath​
​prepared​​for​​them,​​in​​the​​life​​to​​come,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​a​​most​
​dreadful​ ​desolation.​ ​32​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​illuminated​ ​East​ ​and​ ​West​
​through​ ​the​ ​sun,​ ​and​ ​whithersoever​ ​ye​ ​turn,​ ​the​ ​Name​ ​of​ ​God​ ​is​
​commemorated.​​Behold​​ye​​not​​how​​God​​hath​​formed​​its​​shadow—on​​the​
​right​ ​and​ ​on​ ​the​ ​left—prostrating​ ​unto​ ​God?​ ​Whosoever​ ​denieth​
​God—God​ ​hath​ ​not​​decreed​​for​​them,​​in​​the​​life​​to​​come,​​in​​accordance​
​with​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​any​ ​helper.​ ​33​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​did​ ​test​ ​Abraham​​with​​the​
​Words​​of​​His​​Lord,​​and​​He​​fulfilled​​them​​through​​this​​Crimson​​Pillar​​of​
​Our​ ​Throne—for​ ​We​ ​appointed​ ​Him​ ​an​ ​Imám​ ​over​​the​​people,​ ​in​​very​
​truth.​ ​34​ ​He​ ​said,​ ​“And​​what​​of​​my​​descendants?”​ ​God—the​​Lord​​of​​the​
​Throne—replied,​ ​“Lo!​​I​ ​have​​forbidden​​My​​Covenant​​from​​the​​wrongdoers​
​amongst​​My​​servants!​ ​For​​verily,​ ​I​ ​have​​ever​​been​​Powerful​​over​​all​​things.”​
​35​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​appointed​ ​for​ ​this​ ​Báb​ ​a​ ​secure​
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​domain,​ ​and​​We​​have​​affirmed​​Our​​Covenant​​for​​those​​who​​shall​​arrive​​to​
​purify​ ​My​ ​House—for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​shall​ ​circumambulate​ ​it,​ ​and​ ​abide​
​therein​ ​in​ ​devotion,​ ​and​ ​for​​those​​who​​prostrate​​unto​​God​​through​​that​
​Most​​Great​​Gate—for​​He​​is​​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been,​​by​​the​​very​​essence​
​of​​the​​truth,​​the​​One​​unto​​Whom​​all​​prostrate.​​36​​Whoso​​denieth​​faith​​in​
​that​ ​House—We​ ​shall​ ​grant​ ​them​​enjoyment​​in​​the​​life​​of​​this​​world,​​by​
​the​ ​Most​ ​Exalted​ ​Truth,​ ​for​ ​but​ ​a​ ​short​ ​time.​ ​37​ ​And​ ​verily,​ ​they​ ​shall​
​return​​laden​​with​​wrath​​upon​​wrath​​for​​their​​rejection​​of​​faith​​in​​the​​True​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​ ​Who​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sublime,​
​Supreme​​in​​might.​ ​38​​And​​there​​is​​naught​​but​​disgrace​​for​​them​​in​​the​​life​
​to​ ​come—for​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​prepared​ ​for​ ​them,​ ​through​ ​His​ ​divine​
​Providence,​​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​a​​Most​​Potent​​Fire.​​39​​But​​never​
​have​ ​We​ ​punished​ ​a​ ​single​ ​soul​ ​save​ ​after​ ​We​ ​raised​ ​amidst​ ​them​ ​a​
​Remembrance​​from​​amongst​​their​​own​​selves,​ ​as​​befitteth​​the​​truth—for​
​verily,​ ​the​ ​Proof​ ​of​ ​God​ ​upon​ ​all​ ​the​ ​worlds,​ ​pursuant​ ​to​ ​the​
​Remembrance,​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​by​ ​the​ ​very​ ​essence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truth,​ ​Most​
​Eloquent​ ​indeed.​​40​​Whoso​​yearneth​​for​​this​​fleeting​​life—We​​have​​indeed​
​ordained​ ​for​ ​them​ ​therein,​ ​deservedly​ ​so,​ ​a​ ​swift​ ​conveyance​ ​unto​
​falsehood.​​41​​And​​whoso​​yearneth​​for​​the​​life​​to​​come—We​​have​​decreed​
​patience​ ​for​ ​them​ ​therein,​ ​and​ ​God​ ​shall​ ​lead​ ​them​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Ultimate​
​Proclamation,​ ​nigh​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​Gate—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​
​Knowledgeable​ ​of​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​42​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have—by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​
​God—​​evaluated​​Thee​​Our​​own​​selves.​​Verily,​​Thou​​art,​​this​​Day,​​safe​​in​​the​
​Presence​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​and​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​ ​Book,​ ​Thou​ ​hast​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​in​
​accordance with the truth,​​secure.​
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​56. Súrah of the Cause, comprising forty-two Verses​
​In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful​

​He​ ​said,​ ​“Set​ ​me​ ​over​ ​the​ ​treasuries​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earth—for​ ​I​ ​am​ ​a​ ​custodian,​
​endowed​ ​with​ ​knowledge!”​ ​Ḥá-Mám-Rá-Alif.​ ​3​ ​God—​​He​ ​beside​ ​Whom​
​there​ ​is​ ​none​ ​other​ ​God​ ​except​ ​Him​​—is​ ​your​ ​Lord!​ ​Serve​ ​Him​ ​upon​ ​the​
​Pathway​​of​​this​​Most​​Great​​Gate​​with​​all​​your​​heart—for​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​ever​​been​ ​Self-Sufficient​ ​above​​all​ ​the​​worlds.​ ​4​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Yea,​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​revealed​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​unto​ ​you​ ​from​ ​the​ ​very​
​Presence​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​that​ ​He​ ​may​ ​teach​ ​you​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Wisdom,​
​perchance​ ​He​ ​might​ ​purify​ ​you,​ ​by​ ​His​ ​Grace,​ ​from​ ​the​ ​wiles​ ​of​
​Satan—for​​indeed,​​He​​hath​​ever​​been​​stationed​​upon​​the​​Firm​​Path,​​in​​the​
​Presence​​of​​God.​​5​​Verily,​​Thou​​art​​the​​Almighty!​​Never​​shall​​the​​words​​of​
​the​​heedless​​grieve​​Thee​​in​​aught—place​​Thy​​whole​​trust​​in​​the​​Lord​​Thy​
​God,​ ​and​ ​speak​ ​unto​ ​them​ ​a​ ​familiar​ ​word,​ ​as​ ​befitteth​ ​the​ ​truth.​ ​6​
​Perchance​ ​they​ ​may​​commemorate​​God​​through​​the​​Remembrance,​​and​
​not​ ​turn​ ​away​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Creed​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​
​God—this​ ​‘Alí—save​ ​only​ ​such​ ​as​ ​have​ ​disparaged​ ​their​ ​own​ ​souls—for​
​God​ ​hath​ ​chosen​ ​Thee​ ​in​ ​this​ ​world​ ​and​ ​in​ ​the​ ​world​ ​to​ ​come—for​
​indeed,​​Thou​​art,​​in​​Our​​Presence,​​the​​Witness​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book.​​7​
​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Verily,​ ​the​​Remembrance​​of​​God​​hath​​come​​unto​
​you​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​after​ ​ye​ ​had​ ​taken​ ​the​ ​Calf​ ​as​ ​a​ ​guardian​ ​for​
​yourselves,​ ​apart​ ​from​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God,​ ​in​ ​defiance​ ​of​ ​truth.​ ​8​ ​And​
​verily,​ ​We​ ​accepted​ ​your​ ​pledge​ ​above​ ​the​ ​Mount​ ​for​ ​the​ ​sake​ ​of​ ​Our​
​Remembrance,​ ​“​​Take​​ye,​​with​​strength,​​what​​the​​Most​​Great​​Remembrance​
​of​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​granted​ ​unto​ ​you,​ ​and​ ​hearken,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​truth—for​ ​indeed,​ ​this​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​Ours​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​Sublime,​
​enshrined​​within​​the​​Point​​of​​the​​Fire.”​ ​9​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​If​​ye​​have​
​faith​​akin​​to​​that​​faith​​of​​the​​sincere​​ones​​amongst​​the​​devoted​​servants​​of​
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​God,​ ​then​​ye​​are​​truly​​guided—otherwise,​ ​ye​​are​​but​​in​​a​​state​​of​​discord​
​that​​hath​​ever​​been,​​within​​the​​Tablet​​of​​Affirmation,​​far-removed.​​10​​Ere​
​long​ ​shall​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God​ ​suffice​ ​you—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​the​ ​True​
​One—​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​All-Hearing,​ ​All-Knowing.​ ​11​ ​O​ ​People​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Earth!​ ​Baptize​
​yourselves​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Baptism​ ​of​ ​Our​ ​Remembrance—​​for​ ​no​ ​Baptism​ ​is​
​more​ ​pristine​ ​than​ ​this​ ​Remembrance​​in​​Our​​Presence​​—and​​be​​ye​ ​of​ ​those​
​who​ ​render​ ​assistance​ ​unto​ ​God.​ ​12​ ​Say​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​heedless,​ ​“Would​ ​ye​
​dispute​ ​with​ ​Me​ ​concerning​ ​God—My​ ​Lord​ ​and​ ​your​ ​Lord—after​ ​God​
​hath​ ​decreed​ ​the​ ​Garden​ ​for​ ​the​ ​faithful​ ​and​ ​for​​you​​the​​Fire?​​I​ ​am​​but​​a​
​devoted​​Servant​​of​​God,​​the​​Most​​Exalted.”​ ​13​​Verily,​​that​​Word​​is​​difficult​
​indeed,​​save​​for​​those​​whose​​inmost​​hearts​​God​​hath​​imbued​​with​​a​​sense​
​of​ ​purpose​ ​from​ ​His​ ​Word—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been,​ ​unto​ ​the​
​people,​ ​Most​​Benevolent,​ ​Most​​Merciful.​ ​14​​And​​verily,​ ​those​​unto​​whom​
​We​ ​have​ ​granted​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​perceive​ ​Our​ ​Word,​ ​in​ ​accordance​ ​with​ ​the​
​Most​​Pure​​Truth—yet​​verily,​​a​​party​​amongst​​them​​attempt​​to​​conceal​​the​
​truth​​after​​having​​comprehended​​it.​ ​Ere​​long​​God​​shall​​judge​​between​​Us​
​and​​them​​upon​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​​according​​to​​the​​Balance—​​Most​
​Sure,​ ​Most​​Lustrous.​​15​​By​​Thy​​Lord!​​Verily,​​Thou​​art​​the​​Truth​​from​​Thy​
​Lord!​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​deposited​ ​within​​all​ ​a​​sense​​of​​purpose,​ ​and​​We​
​have​​ordained​​for​​the​​Foremost​​Ones​​Thy​​Countenance​​—whithersoever​​ye​
​may​​be,​​God​​shall​​draw​​you​​unto​​that​​Gate,​​entire.​​16​​For​​verily,​​God​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​ ​all​ ​things.​ ​17​​O​​People​​of​​the​​Earth!​​Never​​shall​
​We​ ​bestow​ ​upon​​the​​people​​any​​proof​​against​​Our​​Remembrance—even​
​the​ ​slightest​ ​bit​ ​of​ ​evidence​ ​thereof.​ ​Yet​ ​those​ ​amongst​​you​​who​​commit​
​wrongdoing​ ​merely​ ​repeat​ ​the​ ​arrogance​ ​of​ ​the​ ​heedless​ ​aforetime—​​“O​
​devoted​​Servant​​of​​God!​​Fear​​naught​​save​​Thy​​Lord—for​​verily,​​God​​is​​Thy​
​Lord,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​all​ ​things.”​ ​18​​And​​verily,​​those​
​who​​reject​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​​of​​God​​and​​perish​​while​​heedless​​of​
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​God—upon​ ​them​ ​hath​ ​God​ ​ordained​ ​the​ ​Curse​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Messengers,​ ​the​
​Angels,​ ​and​​the​​people,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​ ​entire.​ ​19​​These​​are​
​they​ ​who​ ​shall​ ​abide​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Fire​ ​forever,​ ​and​​their​​punishment​​shall​
​never​​be​​alleviated—for​​verily,​ ​they​​have​​heard​​the​​Remembrance​​of​​God​
​proclaim,​ ​“​​Verily,​ ​your​​God​​is​ ​but​​One​​God​​—there​​is​​none​​other​​God​​except​
​Him—​​the​ ​Most​ ​Gracious!​​”​ ​And​ ​unto​ ​the​ ​One​ ​True​ ​God​​hath​ ​all​ ​service​
​been​ ​rendered.​ ​20​ ​Verily,​ ​in​ ​the​ ​origination​ ​of​​the​​heavens​​and​​the​​earth,​
​and​​in​​the​​mountains,​ ​the​​seas,​ ​and​​the​​ships​​that​​sail​ ​upon​​the​​water,​​are​
​signs​ ​for​ ​the​​Most​​Wondrous​​Remembrance​​of​​God—for​​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Almighty,​ ​Ever-Abiding.​ ​21​​And​​amongst​​the​​people​​are​​those​​who​
​have​​favoured,​​apart​​from​​God,​​rivals​​amongst​​their​​officials,​ ​loving​​them​
​as​​they​​should​​love​​God—but​​those​​who​​have​​faith​​in​​the​​Remembrance​
​of​ ​God—they​ ​are​ ​more​ ​zealous​ ​in​ ​their​ ​love​ ​for​ ​God.​ ​Lo!​ ​All​ ​Power​
​belongeth​​unto​​God,​​entire!​ ​22​​Lo!​​God​​hath​​prepared​​for​​those​​who​​reject​
​faith​ ​amongst​ ​you​ ​a​ ​most​ ​grievous​ ​punishment.​ ​23​ ​And​ ​when​ ​God​ ​hath​
​removed​ ​the​ ​veil​ ​from​ ​their​​inmost​​sight,​ ​those​​who​​obeyed​​shall​ ​declare​
​themselves​​quit​​of​​those​​who​​have​​obeyed​​not.​​In​​that​​moment​​shall​​their​
​means​​of​​subsistence​​be​​cut​​off,​​and​​they​​shall​​be​​helpless,​​save​​to​​exclaim,​
​“Would​ ​that​ ​we​ ​were​ ​but​ ​dust​ ​upon​ ​the​ ​earth!​ ​24​ ​“Would​ ​that​ ​we​ ​might​
​return​ ​once​ ​again,​ ​that​ ​we​ ​might​ ​disavow​ ​them​ ​and​ ​follow​ ​the​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​during​ ​His​ ​days!”​ ​Yet​ ​by​ ​Thy​ ​Lord—​​He​ ​beside​
​Whom​​there​​is​ ​none​​other​​God​​except​​Him​​—We​​say​​unto​​them,​​“Taste​​ye​​a​
​touch​ ​of​ ​Hellfire!​ ​For​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​fashioned​ ​you​​according​​to​​a​​fixed​​decree,​
​and​ ​Our​ ​Command​ ​is​ ​but​ ​a​ ​single​ ​affair—like​ ​the​ ​twinkling​ ​of​ ​an​ ​eye.”​
​Hath​​not​​the​​Remembrance​​and​​the​​Book​​come​​unto​​you​​from​​every​​side​
​around​ ​you,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Truth?​ ​And​ ​indeed,​ ​He​ ​called​ ​out​
​amidst​ ​you,​ ​“O​ ​Concourse!​ ​I​ ​am​ ​the​ ​Gate​ ​of​ ​your​ ​Long-Awaited​ ​Imám,​
​Who​ ​saith:​ ​‘Whoso​ ​followeth​ ​Me—verily,​ ​they​ ​are​ ​of​ ​Me!​ ​But​ ​whoso​
​disobeyeth​​Me—God​​hath​​prepared​​for​​them,​​upon​​the​​Day​​of​​Resurrection,​
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​a​​Fire​​most​​intense,​ ​from​​the​​unrelenting​​fire​​of​​Hell.’”​ ​25​​O​​People​​of​​the​
​Earth!​ ​Eat​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​is​ ​good​ ​and​ ​lawful​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​earth,​
​according​ ​to​ ​the​ ​Statute​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Book,​ ​for​ ​your​ ​own​ ​selves.​ ​Yet​ ​heed​ ​not​
​your​​self-indulgences—for​​these​​are,​ ​unto​​your​​inmost​​selves,​ ​hotter​​than​
​iron​​made​​white​​from​​the​​Raging​​Fire​​of​​Hell.​​Wherefore,​​seek​​forgiveness​
​from​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​your​ ​God,​ ​at​ ​the​ ​rising​ ​of​ ​the​ ​sun​​and​​at​​its​ ​setting,​​that​
​haply​ ​ye​ ​may​ ​find​ ​God—your​ ​cherished​ ​Lord—​​Oft-Forgiving,​ ​Most​
​Merciful.​ ​26​ ​The​ ​likeness​ ​of​ ​those​ ​who​ ​reject​ ​faith​ ​in​ ​this​ ​Most​ ​Great​
​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​is​ ​as​ ​the​ ​likeness​ ​of​ ​a​ ​shadow​ ​at​ ​the​ ​rising​​of​​the​
​sun:​ ​and​ ​when​ ​it​ ​setteth,​ ​ye​​find​​naught​​at​​all—for​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​ever​
​been​ ​Powerful​ ​over​​all​ ​things.​ ​27​​Righteousness​​is​ ​not​​that​​ye​​perform​​an​
​abundance​ ​of​​righteous​​deeds—​​28​​Nay,​​righteousness​​is​​that​​ye​​have​​faith​
​in​ ​the​ ​Remembrance​ ​of​ ​God​ ​and​ ​render​ ​assistance​ ​unto​ ​Him​ ​through​
​your​​possessions​​and​​your​​very​​selves.​ ​Should​​ye​​follow​​the​​Cause​​of​​God​
​through​ ​Our​ ​devoted​ ​Servant,​ ​ye​ ​shall​ ​indeed​ ​be​ ​accounted​ ​as​
​righteous​​—​​In​​the​​Beginning​ ​of​​the​​Book​​of​​God.​​29​​And​​when​​the​​people​
​inquire​​of​​Thee​​concerning​​Me,​​say:​​“I​​know​​not​​save​​that​​which​​My​​Imám​
​hath​ ​taught​ ​Me—for​ ​verily,​ ​He​ ​is​ ​ever​ ​nigh,​ ​saying,​ ​‘I​ ​answer​ ​the​ ​call​ ​of​
​every​​supplicant​​who​​calleth​​upon​​Me​​from​​before​​the​​Gate,​​yearning​​toward​
​God​​and​​seeking​​His​​recompense.​​’”​ ​30​​O​​People​​of​​the​​City!​​Righteousness​
​is​ ​not​ ​that​ ​ye​ ​approach​ ​houses​ ​from​ ​their​ ​rear—nay,​ ​righteousness​ ​is​
​reserved​​for​​those​​who​​enter​​the​​House​​through​​this​​Gate,​​prostrating​​unto​
​the​​One​​True​​God—for​​indeed,​​the​​Decree​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book​​hath​
​been​ ​irrevocably​​established.​ ​31​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​have​​adorned​​the​​life​​of​​this​
​world​ ​and​ ​embellished​ ​it​ ​for​ ​those​ ​who​ ​yearn​ ​not​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Meeting​ ​with​
​God​​—for​​they​​are​​indeed,​​within​​the​​Book,​ ​recorded​​amongst​​the​​inmates​
​of​​the​​Fire.​ ​32​​And​​verily,​ ​God​​hath​​fashioned​​the​​people​​at​​the​​Gate​​as​​a​
​single​​Community,​ ​in​​accordance​​with​​the​​truth,​​in​​Our​​Presence.​​Lo!​​We​
​have​​adjudged​​them​​concerning​​the​​Prophets,​ ​the​​Truthful​​Ones,​​and​​the​
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​Witnesses​ ​according​ ​to​ ​that​ ​which​ ​hath​ ​been​ ​irrevocably​ ​ordained​ ​for​
​them​​within​​the​​Book—and​​Thou,​​in​​that​​moment,​​in​​the​​Presence​​of​​the​
​Lord​​Thy​​God,​​wert​​well-beloved​​and​​held​​in​​honor.​​33​​For​​God​​hath​​verily​
​chosen​ ​Thee—both​ ​in​ ​knowledge​ ​and​ ​body—for​ ​He​ ​is​ ​God,​​Who​​hath​
​ever​ ​been​ ​a​​Witness​ ​unto​​Thee.​​34​​Yea,​​verily,​ ​We​​bestow​​Our​​Kingdom,​
​by​ ​the​ ​leave​ ​of​ ​God,​ ​upon​ ​whomsoever​ ​We​ ​will​ ​from​ ​amongst​ ​Our​
​devoted​ ​servants—for​ ​verily,​ ​God​ ​hath​ ​ever​ ​been​ ​All-Bounteous,​
​All-Knowing.​ ​35​​Verily,​ ​the​​Sign​​of​​Kingship​​proceedeth​​from​​God—​​that​
​is​ ​the​​Book​​—and​​within​​the​​Book​​of​​God​​is​ ​the​​Tranquil​​Spirit​​of​​the​​Ark,​
​the​ ​relics​ ​of​ ​that​ ​which​ ​the​ ​Foremost​ ​of​​God​​have​​left​​behind,​​borne​​by​
​Angels​ ​unto​ ​this,​ ​Our​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance—for​​He​​is​ ​God,​​Who​
​hath​​ever​​been​​a​​Witness​​unto​​all​​things.​​36​​These​​are​​the​​Verses​​which​​We​
​have​ ​revealed​ ​unto​ ​Thee—for​ ​verily,​ ​Thou​ ​art​ ​the​ ​Unfurled​ ​Gate​​in​​the​
​Presence​​of​​the​​Lord​​Thy​​God.​​Thus​​art​​Thou​ ​transcribed!​ ​37​​Yea,​​verily,​
​We​​have​​favoured​​Thee​​over​​the​​Gates​​through​​Our​​Word—for​​Thou​​art​
​the​ ​Path​ ​enjoined​ ​upon​ ​Me​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​Thus​ ​art​ ​Thou​
​inscribed​ ​around​ ​the​ ​Fire!​ ​38​ ​For​ ​indeed,​ ​We​ ​made​ ​Thee​ ​Witness​ ​at​​the​
​formation​ ​of​​all​ ​things​​in​​their​​entirety—for​​Thou​​ever​ ​gazest​ ​and​ ​peerest​
​intently​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Eye​ ​of​ ​God.​ ​39​ ​Speaking​ ​the​ ​well-known​ ​proverb:​
​“​​Charity​​is​ ​better​​than​​all​​the​​gold​​of​​this​ ​world!”​ ​40​​Bring​​no​​harm​​upon​
​the​​people​​through​​the​​Remembrance,​​and​​pursue​​ye​​the​​Grace​​from​​the​
​Lord​​your​​God—for​​He​​is​​God,​​your​​cherished​​Lord,​​Who​​hath​​ever​​been​
​Self-Sufficient,​ ​All-Wise.​ ​41​ ​Yea,​ ​verily,​ ​We​ ​have​ ​appointed​ ​Thee,​ ​by​ ​the​
​leave​​of​​God,​​Custodian​​over​​the​​treasuries​​of​​the​​earth​​and​​the​​heavens.​​42​
​For​ ​Thou​ ​doest​ ​naught​ ​save​ ​according​ ​to​​that​​which​​We​​have​​done,​​and​
​Thou​ ​art​ ​the​​Most​​Knowledgeable​​within​​the​​Mother​​Book,​​by​​the​​leave​
​of​ ​God—for​ ​indeed,​ ​that​ ​Command​ ​within​ ​the​ ​Mother​​Book​​hath​​ever​
​been​​enshrined​​through the Decree of the Book.​
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