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  ق
 These are verses We sent down previously, and We have sent them unto thee, 
 that thou mayest be acquainted with what their lying tongues have spoken, 

 when God came unto them with might and sovereignty. 
 The foundations of idle fancies have trembled, 

 and the heaven of vain imaginings hath been cleft asunder, 
 and yet the people are in doubt and in contention with Him. 

 They have denied the testimony of God and His proof, 
 after He came from the heaven of power with the kingdom of His signs. 

 They have cast away what had been prescribed, 
 and perpetrated what had been forbidden them in the Book. 

 They have abandoned their God, and clung unto their desires. 
 They truly have strayed and are in error. 

 They read the verses and deny them. 
 They behold the clear tokens and turn aside. 

 They truly are lost in strange doubt. 
 We have admonished Our loved ones to fear God, 

 a fear which is the fountainhead of all goodly deeds and virtues. 
 It is the commander of the hosts of justice in the city of Bahá. 

 Happy the man that hath entered the shadow of its luminous standard, 
 and laid fast hold thereon. 

 He, verily, is of the Companions of the Crimson Ark, 
 which hath been mentioned in the Qayyum-i-Asmá’. 

 The Crimson Ark  The Supreme Horizon  The I  sh  ráqát  The Most Holy Book 

 Say: O people of God! 

 Adorn  your  temples  with 

 the  adornment  of 

 trustworthiness  and  piety. 

 Help,  then,  your  Lord  with 

 the  hosts  of  goodly  deeds 

 and  a  praiseworthy 

 character. 

 The  Pen  of  the  Most  High 

 turneth  from  the  eloquent 

 language  to  the  luminous 

 one  that  thou,  O  Jalil, 

 mayest  appreciate  the 

 tender  mercy  of  thy  Lord, 

 the  Incomparable  One  and 

 mayest  be  of  them  that  are 

 truly grateful. 

 O thou who hast �xed thy 

 gaze upon the all-glorious 

 The �rst Ishraq  : 

 When  the  Day-Star  of 

 Wisdom  rose  above  the 

 horizon  of  God's  Holy 

 Dispensation  it  voiced  this 

 all-glorious  utterance:  They 

 that  are  possessed  of  wealth 

 and  invested  with  authority 

 and  power  must  show  the 

 profoundest  regard  for 

 religion.  In  truth,  religion  is 

 The eighth Ishraq: 

 This  passage,  now  written 

 by  the  Pen  of  Glory,  is 

 accounted  as  part  of  the 

 Most  Holy  Book:  The  men 

 of  God's  House  of  Justice 

 have  been  charged  with  the 

 a�airs  of  the  people.  They, 

 in  truth,  are  the  Trustees  of 

 God  among  His  servants 

 and  the  daysprings  of 



 Horizon! 

 The  Call  is  raised  but 

 hearing  ears  are  numbered, 

 nay  non-existent.  This 

 Wronged  One  �ndeth 

 himself  in  the  maw  of  the 

 serpent,  yet  He  faileth  not 

 to  make  mention  of  the 

 loved  ones  of  God.  So 

 grievous  have  been  Our 

 su�erings  in  these  days  that 

 the  Concourse  on  High  are 

 moved  to  tears  and  to 

 lamentation.  Neither  the 

 adversities  of  the  world  nor 

 the  harm  in�icted  by  its 

 nations  could  deter  Him 

 Who  is  the  King  of  Eternity 

 from  voicing  His  summons 

 or  frustrate  His  purpose. 

 When  those  who  had  for 

 years  been  hiding  behind 

 the  veils  perceived  that  the 

 horizon  of  the  Cause  was 

 resplendent  and  that  the 

 Word  of  God  was 

 all-pervasive,  they  rushed 

 forth  and  with  swords  of 

 malice  in�icted  such  harm 

 as  no  pen  can  portray  nor 

 any tongue describe. 

 a  radiant  light  and  an 

 impregnable  stronghold  for 

 the  protection  and  welfare 

 of  the  peoples  of  the  world, 

 for  the  fear  of  God 

 impelleth  man  to  hold  fast 

 to  that  which  is  good,  and 

 shun  all  evil.  Should  the 

 lamp  of  religion  be 

 obscured,  chaos  and 

 confusion  will  ensue,  and 

 the  lights  of  fairness  and 

 justice,  of  tranquillity  and 

 peace  cease  to  shine.  Unto 

 this  will  bear  witness  every 

 man of true understanding. 

 authority in His countries. 

 O people of God! 

 That  which  traineth  the 

 world  is  Justice,  for  it  is 

 upheld  by  two  pillars, 

 reward  and  punishment. 

 These  two  pillars  are  the 

 sources  of  life  to  the  world. 

 Inasmuch  as  for  each  day 

 there  is  a  new  problem  and 

 for  every  problem  an 

 expedient  solution,  such 

 a�airs  should  be  referred  to 

 the  House  of  Justice  that  the 

 members  thereof  may  act 

 according  to  the  needs  and 

 requirements  of  the  time. 

 They  that,  for  the  sake  of 

 God,  arise  to  serve  His 

 Cause,  are  the  recipients  of 

 divine  inspiration  from  the 

 unseen  Kingdom.  It  is 

 incumbent  upon  all  to  be 

 obedient  unto  them.  All 

 matters  of  State  should  be 

 referred  to  the  House  of 

 Justice,  but  acts  of  worship 

 must  be  observed  according 

 to  that  which  God  hath 

 revealed in His Book. 

 O people of Bahá! 

 Ye  are  the  dawning-places 

 of  the  love  of  God  and  the 

 daysprings  of  His 

 loving-kindness.  De�le  not 



 your  tongues  with  the 

 cursing  and  reviling  of  any 

 soul,  and  guard  your  eyes 

 against  that  which  is  not 

 seemly.  Set  forth  that  which 

 ye  possess.  If  it  be 

 favourably  received,  your 

 end  is  attained;  if  not,  to 

 protest  is  vain.  Leave  that 

 soul  to  himself  and  turn 

 unto  the  Lord,  the 

 Protector,  the 

 Self-Subsisting.  Be  not  the 

 cause  of  grief,  much  less  of 

 discord  and  strife.  The  hope 

 is  cherished  that  ye  may 

 obtain  true  education  in  the 

 shelter  of  the  tree  of  His 

 tender  mercies  and  act  in 

 accordance  with  that  which 

 God  desireth.  Ye  are  all  the 

 leaves  of  one  tree  and  the 

 drops of one ocean. 

 We  have  forbidden  you 

 dissension  and  con�ict  in 

 My  Books,  and  My 

 Scriptures,  and  My  Scrolls, 

 and  My  Tablets,  and  have 

 wished  thereby  naught  else 

 save  your  exaltation  and 

 advancement.  Unto  this 

 testify  the  heavens  and  the 

 stars  thereof,  and  the  sun 

 and  the  radiance  thereof, 

 and  the  trees  and  the  leaves 

 They  that  judge  with 

 fairness  testify  that  since  the 

 early  days  of  the  Cause  this 

 Wronged  One  hath  arisen, 

 unveiled  and  resplendent, 

 before  the  faces  of  kings 

 and  commoners,  before  the 

 rulers  and  the  divines,  and 

 hath,  in  ringing  tones, 

 summoned  all  men  unto  the 

 straight  Path.  He  hath  had 

 no  helper  save  His  Pen,  nor 

 The second Ishraq: 

 We  have  enjoined  upon  all 

 mankind  to  establish  the 

 Most  Great  Peace  -  the 

 surest  of  all  means  for  the 

 protection  of  humanity.  The 

 sovereigns  of  the  world 

 should,  with  one  accord, 

 hold  fast  thereunto,  for  this 

 is  the  supreme  instrument 

 that  can  ensure  the  security 

 and  welfare  of  all  peoples 

 The ninth Ishraq: 

 The  purpose  of  religion  as 

 revealed  from  the  heaven  of 

 God's  holy  Will  is  to 

 establish  unity  and  concord 

 amongst  the  peoples  of  the 

 world;  make  it  not  the  cause 

 of  dissension  and  strife.  The 

 religion  of  God  and  His 

 divine  law  are  the  most 

 potent  instruments  and  the 

 surest  of  all  means  for  the 



 thereof,  and  the  seas  and 

 the  waves  thereof,  and  the 

 earth  and  the  treasures 

 thereof.  We  pray  God  to 

 assist  His  loved  ones,  and 

 aid  them  in  that  which 

 beseemeth  them  in  this 

 blest,  this  mighty,  and 

 wondrous  station.  Moreover 

 We  beseech  Him  to 

 graciously  enable  those  who 

 surround  Me  to  observe 

 that  which  My  Pen  of  Glory 

 hath enjoined upon them. 

 any  succourer  other  than 

 Himself. 

 and  nations.  They,  verily, 

 are  the  manifestations  of 

 the  power  of  God  and  the 

 daysprings  of  His  authority. 

 We  beseech  the  Almighty 

 that  He  may  graciously 

 assist  them  in  that  which  is 

 conducive  to  the  well-being 

 of  their  subjects.  A  full 

 explanation  regarding  this 

 matter  hath  been  previously 

 set  forth  by  the  Pen  of 

 Glory;  well  is  it  with  them 

 that act accordingly. 

 dawning  of  the  light  of 

 unity  amongst  men.  The 

 progress  of  the  world,  the 

 development  of  nations,  the 

 tranquillity  of  peoples,  and 

 the  peace  of  all  who  dwell 

 on  earth  are  among  the 

 principles  and  ordinances  of 

 God.  Religion  bestoweth 

 upon  man  the  most 

 precious  of  all  gifts,  o�ereth 

 the  cup  of  prosperity, 

 imparteth  eternal  life,  and 

 showereth  imperishable 

 bene�ts  upon  mankind.  It 

 behoveth  the  chiefs  and 

 rulers  of  the  world,  and  in 

 particular  the  Trustees  of 

 God's  House  of  Justice,  to 

 endeavour  to  the  utmost  of 

 their  power  to  safeguard  its 

 position,  promote  its 

 interests  and  exalt  its 

 station  in  the  eyes  of  the 

 world.  In  like  manner  it  is 

 incumbent  upon  them  to 

 enquire  into  the  conditions 

 of  their  subjects  and  to 

 acquaint  themselves  with 

 the  a�airs  and  activities  of 

 the  divers  communities  in 

 their  dominions.  We  call 

 upon  the  manifestations  of 

 the  power  of  God  -  the 

 sovereigns  and  rulers  on 

 earth  -  to  bestir  themselves 



 and  do  all  in  their  power 

 that  haply  they  may  banish 

 discord  from  this  world  and 

 illumine  it  with  the  light  of 

 concord. 

 O Jalil! 

 Upon  thee  be  My  glory 

 and  My  loving  providence. 

 Verily  We  have  enjoined  the 

 people  to  do  what  is  meet 

 and  seemly  and  yet  they 

 have  committed  such  things 

 as  have  caused  My  heart 

 and  My  Pen  to  lament. 

 Incline  thine  ear  to  that 

 which  is  sent  down  from 

 the  heaven  of  My  Will  and 

 the  realm  of  My 

 good-pleasure.  I  sorrow  not 

 for  My  captivity,  nor  for  the 

 things  that  have  befallen  Me 

 at  the  hand  of  Mine 

 enemies.  Nay,  My  sorrows 

 are  occasioned  by  those 

 who  claim  to  be  related  to 

 Me  and  yet  commit  that 

 which  causeth  the  voice  of 

 My  lamentations  to  be  lifted 

 up  and  My  tears  to  �ow. 

 We  have  exhorted  them  at 

 length  in  various  Tablets 

 and  beseech  God  to 

 graciously  assist  them,  to 

 enable  them  to  draw  nigh 

 unto  Him  and  to  con�rm 

 Those  who  are  ignorant 

 or  heedless  of  the 

 motivating  purpose  of  the 

 Cause  of  God  have  rebelled 

 against  Him.  Such  men  are 

 the  foreboders  of  evil, 

 whom  God  hath  mentioned 

 in  His  Book  and  Tablets  and 

 against  whose  in�uence, 

 clamour  and  deception  He 

 hath  warned  His  people. 

 Well  is  it  with  those  who,  in 

 the  face  of  the 

 remembrance  of  the  Lord  of 

 Eternity,  regard  the  peoples 

 of  the  world  as  utter 

 nothingness,  as  a  thing 

 forgotten,  and  hold  fast  to 

 the  �rm  handle  of  God  in 

 such  wise  that  neither 

 doubts  nor  insinuations,  nor 

 swords,  nor  cannon  could 

 hold  them  back  or  deprive 

 them  of  His  presence. 

 Blessed  are  the  steadfast; 

 blessed  are  they  that  stand 

 �rm in His Faith. 

 The third Ishraq: 

 It  is  incumbent  upon 

 everyone  to  observe  God's 

 holy  commandments, 

 inasmuch  as  they  are  the 

 wellspring  of  life  unto  the 

 world.  The  heaven  of  divine 

 wisdom  is  illumined  with 

 the  two  luminaries  of 

 consultation  and 

 compassion  and  the  canopy 

 of  world  order  is  upraised 

 upon  the  two  pillars  of 

 reward and punishment. 

 It  is  incumbent  upon 

 everyone  to  �rmly  adhere  to 

 and  observe  that  which  hath 

 streamed  forth  from  Our 

 Most  Exalted  Pen.  God,  the 

 True  One,  beareth  Me 

 witness,  and  every  atom  in 

 existence  is  moved  to  testify 

 that  such  means  as  lead  to 

 the  elevation,  the 

 advancement,  the  education, 

 the  protection  and  the 

 regeneration  of  the  peoples 

 of  the  earth  have  been 

 clearly  set  forth  by  Us  and 

 are  revealed  in  the  Holy 

 Books  and  Tablets  by  the 

 Pen of Glory. 



 them  in  that  which  would 

 bring  peace  to  the  hearts 

 and  tranquillity  to  the  souls 

 and  would  stay  their  hands 

 from  whatsoever  ill- 

 beseemeth His days. 

 Say, O My loved ones in 

 My lands! 

 Give  ye  ear  unto  the 

 counsels  of  Him  Who 

 admonisheth  you  for  the 

 sake  of  God.  He  hath  in 

 truth  created  you,  hath 

 revealed  before  your  eyes 

 that  which  exalteth  you  and 

 promoteth  your  interests. 

 He  hath  made  known  unto 

 you  His  straight  Path  and 

 hath  acquainted  you  with 

 His Great Announcement. 

 In  response  to  thy  request 

 the  Pen  of  Glory  hath 

 graciously  described  the 

 stations  and  grades  of  the 

 Most  Great  Infallibility.  The 

 purpose  is  that  all  should 

 know  of  a  certainty  that  the 

 Seal  of  the  Prophets  -  may 

 the  souls  of  all  else  but  Him 

 be  o�ered  up  for  His  sake  - 

 is  without  likeness,  peer  or 

 partner  in  His  Own  station. 

 The  Holy  Ones  -  may  the 

 blessings  of  God  be  upon 

 them  -  were  created 

 through  the  potency  of  His 

 Word,  and  after  Him  they 

 were  the  most  learned  and 

 the  most  distinguished 

 among  the  people  and  abide 

 in  the  utmost  station  of 

 servitude.  The  divine 

 Essence,  sancti�ed  from 

 every  comparison  and 

 likeness,  is  established  in 

 the  Prophet,  and  God's 

 inmost  Reality,  exalted 

 above  any  peer  or  partner, 

 is  manifest  in  Him.  This  is 

 The fourth Ishraq: 

 In  this  Revelation  the  hosts 

 that  can  render  it  victorious 

 are  the  hosts  of 

 praiseworthy  deeds  and 

 upright  character.  The 

 leader  and  commander  of 

 these  hosts  hath  ever  been 

 the  fear  of  God,  a  fear  that 

 encompasseth  all  things  and 

 reigneth over all things. 

 We  entreat  God  to 

 graciously  aid  His  servants. 

 What  this  Wronged  One 

 doth  expect  from  everyone 

 is  justice  and  fairness.  Let 

 no  one  be  content  with 

 mere  hearing;  rather  doth  it 

 behove  everyone  to  ponder 

 that  which  this  Wronged 

 One  hath  revealed.  I  swear 

 by  the  Day-Star  of 

 utterance,  shining  above  the 

 horizon  of  the  Kingdom  of 

 the  All-Merciful,  had  there 

 been  any  expounder  or 

 speaker  discernible,  We 

 would  not  have  made 

 Ourself  the  object  of  the 

 censure,  ridicule  and 

 slander of the people. 

 Upon  Our  arrival  in  ‘Iráq 

 We  found  the  Cause  of  God 

 sunk  in  deep  apathy  and  the 

 breeze  of  divine  revelation 

 stilled.  Most  of  the  believers 

 were  faint  and  dispirited, 

 nay  utterly  lost  and  dead. 

 Hence  there  was  a  second 

 blast  on  the  Trumpet, 



 the  station  of  true  unity  and 

 of veritable singleness. 

 whereupon  the  Tongue  of 

 Grandeur  uttered  these 

 blessed  words:  \‘We  have 

 sounded  the  Trumpet  for 

 the  second  time.'  Thus  the 

 whole  world  was  quickened 

 through  the  vitalizing 

 breaths  of  divine  revelation 

 and inspiration. 

 Certain  souls  have  now 

 sallied  forth  from  behind 

 the  veils,  intent  on  in�icting 

 harm  upon  this  Wronged 

 One.  They  have  hindered 

 and  denied  the  outpouring 

 of this priceless bounty. 

 O Jalil! 

 Admonish  men  to  fear 

 God.  By  God!  This  fear  is 

 the  chief  commander  of  the 

 army  of  thy  Lord.  Its  hosts 

 are  a  praiseworthy  character 

 and  goodly  deeds.  Through 

 it  have  the  cities  of  men's 

 hearts  been  opened 

 throughout  the  ages  and 

 centuries,  and  the  standards 

 of  ascendancy  and  triumph 

 raised  above  all  other 

 standards. 

 The  followers  of  the 

 previous  Dispensation 

 grievously  failed  to  acquire 

 an  adequate  understanding 

 of  this  station.  The  Primal 

 Point  -  may  the  life  of  all 

 else  but  Him  be  o�ered  up 

 for  His  sake  -  saith:  \‘If  the 

 Seal  of  the  Prophets  had  not 

 uttered  the  word 

 "Successorship",  such  a 

 station  would  not  have  been 

 created.' 

 The  people  aforetime 

 joined  partners  with  God, 

 though  they  professed  belief 

 in  His  unity;  and  although 

 they  were  the  most  ignorant 

 amongst  men,  they 

 The �fth Ishraq: 

 Governments  should  fully 

 acquaint  themselves  with 

 the  conditions  of  those  they 

 govern,  and  confer  upon 

 them  positions  according  to 

 desert  and  merit.  It  is 

 enjoined  upon  every  ruler 

 and  sovereign  to  consider 

 this  matter  with  the  utmost 

 care  that  the  traitor  may 

 not  usurp  the  position  of 

 the  faithful,  nor  the 

 despoiler  rule  in  the  place 

 of  the  trustworthy.  Among 

 the  o�cials  who  in  the  past 

 have  governed  in  this  Most 

 Great  Prison  some,  praise 

 be  to  God,  were  adorned 

 O ye that judge with 

 fairness! 

 If  this  Cause  is  to  be 

 denied  then  what  other 

 cause  in  this  world  can  be 

 vindicated  or  deemed 

 worthy of acceptance? 

 Such  as  have  turned  away 

 from  the  Cause  of  God  are 

 diligently  seeking  to  collect 

 the  Holy  Writings  of  this 

 Revelation;  and  they  have 

 already,  through  gestures  of 

 friendship,  managed  to 

 secure  certain  of  these 

 Writings  from  those  who 

 held  them  in  their 

 possession.  Moreover,  when 

 they  meet  the  followers  of 



 considered  themselves  the 

 most  accomplished.  But,  as 

 a  token  of  divine  retribution 

 upon  those  heedless  ones, 

 their  erroneous  beliefs  and 

 pursuits  have,  in  this  Day  of 

 Judgement,  been  made  clear 

 and  evident  to  every  man  of 

 discernment  and 

 understanding. 

 Beseech  thou  God,  the 

 True  One,  that  He  may 

 graciously  shield  the 

 followers  of  this  Revelation 

 from  the  idle  fancies  and 

 corrupt  imaginings  of  such 

 as  belong  to  the  former 

 Faith,  and  may  not  deprive 

 them  of  the  e�ulgent 

 splendours  of  the  day-star 

 of true unity. 

 with  justice,  but  as  to 

 others,  We  take  refuge  with 

 God.  We  beseech  the  One 

 true  God  to  guide  them  one 

 and  all,  that  haply  they  may 

 not  be  deprived  of  the  fruit 

 of  faith  and  trustworthiness, 

 nor  be  withheld  from  the 

 light of equity and justice. 

 any  religion,  they  hold 

 themselves  out  as  believers 

 therein.  Say,  die  ye  in  your 

 wrath!  Verily  He  hath 

 appeared  with  so  great  an 

 authority  that  no  man  of 

 vision,  of  hearing,  of 

 insight,  of  justice  or  of 

 equity  can  ever  deny  Him. 

 Unto  this  beareth  witness  in 

 this  resplendent  Hour  the 

 Pen  of  Him  Who  is  the 

 Ancient of Days. 

 We  will  now  mention 

 unto  thee  Trustworthiness 

 and  the  station  thereof  in 

 the  estimation  of  God,  thy 

 Lord,  the  Lord  of  the 

 Mighty  Throne.  One  day  of 

 days  We  repaired  unto  Our 

 Green  Island.  Upon  Our 

 arrival,  We  beheld  its 

 streams  �owing,  and  its 

 trees  luxuriant,  and  the 

 sunlight  playing  in  their 

 midst.  Turning  Our  face  to 

 the  right,  We  beheld  what 

 O Jalil! 

 He  Whom  the  world 

 hath  wronged  now 

 proclaimeth:  The  light  of 

 Justice  is  dimmed,  and  the 

 sun  of  Equity  veiled  from 

 sight.  The  robber  occupieth 

 the  seat  of  the  protector  and 

 guard,  and  the  position  of 

 the  faithful  is  seized  by  the 

 traitor.  A  year  ago  an 

 oppressor  ruled  over  this 

 city,  and  at  every  instant 

 caused  fresh  harm.  By  the 

 The sixth Ishraq 

 is  union  and  concord 

 amongst  the  children  of 

 men.  From  the  beginning  of 

 time  the  light  of  unity  hath 

 shed  its  divine  radiance 

 upon  the  world,  and  the 

 greatest  means  for  the 

 promotion  of  that  unity  is 

 for  the  peoples  of  the  world 

 to  understand  one  another's 

 writing  and  speech.  In 

 former  Epistles  We  have 

 enjoined  upon  the  Trustees 

 O Jalil! 

 Upon  thee  be  My  glory. 

 We  exhort  the  loved  ones  of 

 God  to  perform  good  deeds 

 that  perchance  they  may  be 

 graciously  assisted  and  may 

 hold  fast  to  that  which  hath 

 been  sent  down  from  the 

 heaven  of  His  Revelation. 

 The  bene�ts  arising  from 

 this  divine  utterance  shall 

 fall  upon  such  as  observe 

 His  precepts.  We  beseech 

 God  to  enable  them  to  do 



 the  pen  is  powerless  to 

 describe;  nor  can  it  set  forth 

 that  which  the  eye  of  the 

 Lord  of  Mankind  witnessed 

 in  that  most  sancti�ed,  that 

 most  sublime,  that  blest, 

 and  most  exalted  Spot. 

 Turning,  then,  to  the  left  We 

 gazed  on  one  of  the 

 Beauties  of  the  Most 

 Sublime  Paradise,  standing 

 on  a  pillar  of  light,  and 

 calling  aloud  saying:  \‘O 

 inmates  of  earth  and 

 heaven!  Behold  ye  My 

 beauty,  and  My  radiance, 

 and  My  revelation,  and  My 

 e�ulgence.  By  God,  the  True 

 One!  I  am  Trustworthiness 

 and  the  revelation  thereof, 

 and  the  beauty  thereof.  I 

 will  recompense  whosoever 

 will  cleave  unto  Me,  and 

 recognize  My  rank  and 

 station,  and  hold  fast  unto 

 My  hem.  I  am  the  most 

 great  ornament  of  the 

 people  of  Bahá,  and  the 

 vesture  of  glory  unto  all 

 who  are  in  the  kingdom  of 

 creation.  I  am  the  supreme 

 instrument  for  the 

 prosperity  of  the  world,  and 

 the  horizon  of  assurance 

 unto all beings.' 

 righteousness  of  the  Lord! 

 He  wrought  that  which  cast 

 terror  into  the  hearts  of 

 men.  But  to  the  Pen  of 

 Glory  the  tyranny  of  the 

 world  hath  never  been  nor 

 will  it  ever  be  a  hindrance. 

 In  the  abundance  of  Our 

 grace  and  loving-kindness 

 We  have  revealed  specially 

 for  the  rulers  and  ministers 

 of  the  world  that  which  is 

 conducive  to  safety  and 

 protection,  tranquillity  and 

 peace;  haply  the  children  of 

 men  may  rest  secure  from 

 the  evils  of  oppression.  He, 

 verily,  is  the  Protector,  the 

 Helper, the Giver of victory. 

 of  the  House  of  Justice 

 either  to  choose  one 

 language  from  among  those 

 now  existing  or  to  adopt  a 

 new  one,  and  in  like 

 manner  to  select  a  common 

 script,  both  of  which  should 

 be  taught  in  all  the  schools 

 of  the  world.  Thus  will  the 

 earth  be  regarded  as  one 

 country  and  one  home.  The 

 most  glorious  fruit  of  the 

 tree  of  knowledge  is  this 

 exalted  word:  Of  one  tree 

 are  all  ye  the  fruit,  and  of 

 one  bough  the  leaves.  Let 

 not  man  glory  in  this  that 

 he  loveth  his  country,  let 

 him  rather  glory  in  this  that 

 he  loveth  his  kind. 

 Concerning  this  We  have 

 previously  revealed  that 

 which  is  the  means  of  the 

 reconstruction  of  the  world 

 and  the  unity  of  nations. 

 Blessed  are  they  that  attain 

 thereunto.  Blessed  are  they 

 that act accordingly. 

 that  which  is  pleasing  and 

 acceptable  unto  Him,  to 

 grant  that  they  may  deal 

 equitably  and  may  observe 

 justice  in  this  all-compelling 

 Cause,  to  acquaint  them 

 with  His  Holy  Writings  and 

 to  direct  their  steps  towards 

 His straight Path. 

 Our  Exalted  Herald  - 

 may  the  life  of  all  else 

 besides  Him  be  o�ered  up 

 for  His  sake  -  hath  revealed 

 certain  laws.  However,  in 

 the  realm  of  His  Revelation 

 these  laws  were  made 

 subject  to  Our  sanction, 

 hence  this  Wronged  One 

 hath  put  some  of  them  into 

 e�ect  by  embodying  them 

 in  the  Kitáb-i-Aqdas  in 

 di�erent  words.  Others  We 

 set  aside.  He  holdeth  in  His 

 hand  the  authority.  He 

 doeth  what  He  willeth  and 

 He  ordaineth  whatsoever  He 

 pleaseth.  He  is  the  Almighty, 

 the  All-Praised.  There  are 

 also  ordinances  newly 

 revealed.  Blessed  are  they 

 that  attain.  Blessed  are  they 

 that observe His precepts. 

 The  people  of  God  should 

 make  the  utmost  endeavour 

 that  perchance  the  �re  of 

 hatred  and  malice  which 



 smouldereth  in  the  breasts 

 of  kindreds  and  peoples 

 may,  through  the  living 

 waters  of  utterance  and  the 

 exhortations  of  Him  Who  is 

 the  Desire  of  the  world,  be 

 quenched  and  the  trees  of 

 human  existence  may  be 

 adorned  with  wondrous  and 

 excellent  fruit.  He  is,  in 

 truth,  the  Admonisher,  the 

 Compassionate,  the 

 All-Bountiful. 

 May  the  brightness  of 

 His  glory  shining  above  the 

 horizon  of  bounty  rest  upon 

 you,  O  people  of  Bahá, 

 upon  every  one  who 

 standeth  �rm  and  steadfast 

 and  upon  those  that  are 

 well  grounded  in  the  Faith 

 and  are  endued  with  true 

 understanding. 

 As  to  thy  question 

 concerning  interest  and 

 pro�t  on  gold  and  silver: 

 Some  years  ago  the 

 following  passage  was 

 revealed  from  the  heaven  of 

 the  All-Merciful  in  honour 

 of  the  one  who  beareth  the 

 name  of  God,  entitled 

 Zaynu’l-Muqarrabín  -  upon 

 him  be  the  glory  of  the 

 Most  Glorious.  He  -  exalted 

 be  His  Word  -  saith:  Many 



 people  stand  in  need  of  this. 

 Because  if  there  were  no 

 prospect  for  gaining 

 interest,  the  a�airs  of  men 

 would  su�er  collapse  or 

 dislocation.  One  can  seldom 

 �nd  a  person  who  would 

 manifest  such  consideration 

 towards  his  fellow-man,  his 

 countryman  or  towards  his 

 own  brother  and  would 

 show  such  tender  solicitude 

 for  him  as  to  be 

 well-disposed  to  grant  him 

 a  loan  on  benevolent  terms. 

 Therefore  as  a  token  of 

 favour  towards  men  We 

 have  prescribed  that  interest 

 on  money  should  be  treated 

 like  other  business 

 transactions  that  are  current 

 amongst  men.  Thus,  now 

 that  this  lucid 

 commandment  hath 

 descended  from  the  heaven 

 of  the  Will  of  God,  it  is 

 lawful  and  proper  to  charge 

 interest  on  money,  that  the 

 people  of  the  world  may,  in 

 a  spirit  of  amity  and 

 fellowship  and  with  joy  and 

 gladness,  devotedly  engage 

 themselves  in  magnifying 

 the  Name  of  Him  Who  is 

 the  Well-Beloved  of  all 

 mankind.  Verily  He 



 ordaineth  according  to  His 

 Own  choosing.  He  hath 

 now  made  interest  on 

 money  lawful,  even  as  He 

 had  made  it  unlawful  in  the 

 past.  Within  His  grasp  He 

 holdeth  the  kingdom  of 

 authority.  He  doeth  and 

 ordaineth.  He  is  in  truth  the 

 Ordainer, the All-Knowing. 
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 Thus  have  We  sent  down 

 for  thee  that  which  will 

 draw  men  nigh  unto  the 

 Lord of creation. 

 It  is  incumbent  upon  the 

 men  of  God's  House  of 

 Justice  to  �x  their  gaze  by 

 day  and  by  night  upon  that 

 which  hath  shone  forth 

 from  the  Pen  of  Glory  for 

 the  training  of  peoples,  the 

 upbuilding  of  nations,  the 

 protection  of  man  and  the 

 safeguarding of his honour. 

 The seventh Ishraq: 

 The  Pen  of  Glory 

 counselleth  everyone 

 regarding  the  instruction 

 and  education  of  children. 

 Behold  that  which  the  Will 

 of  God  hath  revealed  upon 

 Our  arrival  in  the  Prison 

 City  and  recorded  in  the 

 Most  Holy  Book.  Unto 

 every  father  hath  been 

 enjoined  the  instruction  of 

 his  son  and  daughter  in  the 

 art  of  reading  and  writing 

 and  in  all  that  hath  been 

 laid  down  in  the  Holy 

 Tablet.  He  that  putteth  away 

 that  which  is  commanded 

 unto  him,  the  Trustees  are 

 then  to  take  from  him  that 

 which  is  required  for  their 

 instruction,  if  he  be  wealthy, 

 and  if  not  the  matter 

 devolveth  upon  the  House 

 Render  thou  thanks  unto 

 thy  Lord,  O 

 Zaynu’l-Muqarrabín,  for 

 this  manifest  bounty.  Many 

 ecclesiastics  in  Persia  have, 

 through  innumerable 

 designs  and  devices,  been 

 feeding  on  illicit  gains 

 obtained  by  usury.  They 

 have  contrived  ways  to  give 

 its  outward  form  a  fair 

 semblance  of  lawfulness. 

 They  make  a  plaything  of 

 the  laws  and  ordinances  of 

 God,  but  they  understand 

 not. 

 However,  this  is  a  matter 

 that  should  be  practised 

 with  moderation  and 

 fairness.  Our  Pen  of  Glory 

 hath,  as  a  token  of  wisdom 

 and  for  the  convenience  of 

 the  people,  desisted  from 

 laying  down  its  limit. 



 of  Justice.  Verily,  have  We 

 made  it  a  shelter  for  the 

 poor  and  needy.  He  that 

 bringeth  up  his  son  or  the 

 son  of  another,  it  is  as 

 though  he  hath  brought  up 

 a  son  of  Mine;  upon  him 

 rest  My  Glory,  My 

 Loving-Kindness,  My 

 Mercy,  that  have  compassed 

 the world. 

 Nevertheless  We  exhort  the 

 loved  ones  of  God  to 

 observe  justice  and  fairness, 

 and  to  do  that  which  would 

 prompt  the  friends  of  God 

 to  evince  tender  mercy  and 

 compassion  towards  each 

 other.  He  is  in  truth  the 

 Counsellor,  the 

 Compassionate,  the 

 All-Bountiful.  God  grant 

 that  all  men  may  be 

 graciously  aided  to  observe 

 that  which  the  Tongue  of 

 the  One  true  God  hath 

 uttered.  And  if  they  put  into 

 practice  what  We  have  set 

 forth,  God  -  exalted  be  His 

 glory  -  will  assuredly  double 

 their  portion  through  the 

 heaven  of  His  bounty.  Verily 

 He  is  the  Generous,  the 

 Forgiving,  the 

 Compassionate.  Praise  be 

 unto  God,  the  Most  Exalted, 

 the Most Great. 

 Nevertheless the conduct of these affairs hath been entrusted to the men of the House of Justice 
 that they may enforce them according to the exigencies of the time 

 and the dictates of wisdom. 
 Once again We exhort all believers to observe justice and fairness 

 and to show forth love and contentment. 
 They are indeed the people of Bahá, the companions of the Crimson Ark. 

 Upon them be the peace of God, the Lord of all Names, the Creator of the heavens. 


