Session 10, Unit Nine: Support, the Allusion, Utter Devotion, and Justice
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What Participants Should Have Read

Before this session, participants should have read Strahs 33, 34, 35, and 36 of the Qayyimu’l-Asmd. They should also have
reviewed the Unit Eight summary from Session 9, especially the Celestial Maidens, the Report, Might, Life, the women of the
City, the direct encounter with Joseph, the threefold and fourfold forms, the Sea of thick blood, ‘Ashtird, and Husayn.

Goal

To see how the witness of blood and living sacrifice gives way to divine support, hidden indication, utter devotion, and justice. In
Strahs 29-32, the garment’s proof opened into heavenly proclamation, public report, hidden Might, direct encounter, living
form, and the Husaynian field of blood. In Strahs 33-36, that witness is answered by Support, the Allusion, Utter Devotion, and
Justice.

In this session, the Book teaches that victory does not first appear as outward escape. Joseph stands fast while danger remains.
The wife of the ‘Aziz openly identifies Him as the one for whose sake the women had blamed her, and she confesses that she
sought to entice Him. Yet Joseph is not overcome. He is supported. He is guarded. His Cause is aided by God.

Then the story turns toward prison. Joseph declares prison dearer than the summons of desire. The Book draws that declaration
into Allusion: trial, concealment, allusion, hidden meaning, and the strange mercy of being protected by what appears as
enclosure. Utter Devotion follows when His Lord answers Him and turns away their plot. The soul is taught devotion through
the Path, the Most Pure Faith, the Remembrance, servitude, and Divine Communion. Justice then gathers the whole movement
into Signs already seen, imprisonment still decreed, the Book, Evidence, Balance, Resurrection, reckoning, and divine measure.

Strahs 33—36: Support, the Allusion, Utter Devotion, and Justice
Purpose of This Unit

Unit Nine carries the story from blood-witness into divine answer. Unit Eight ended with Life passing into the Sea of thick
blood, decree, patience, ‘Ashtird, and Husayn. Unit Nine does not abandon that sorrow. It asks what divine victory looks like after
witness has been sealed by suffering.

Support begins where ordinary expectation might not expect victory. The wife of the ‘Aziz admits that Joseph is the one
concerning whom the women blamed her, and that she sought to entice Him. Joseph has stood fast. The accusation, report,
desire, and direct encounter of the previous unit now gather around steadfastness. Support appears first as preservation of the
beloved one within trial.

The Allusion begins when Joseph says, “My Lord! Prison is dearer unto Me than that whereunto they summon Me.” This is not
the language of defeat. It is the language of chosen fidelity. Prison becomes preferable to compromise. The Allusion teaches that
the sign of divine protection may appear under the form of concealment, enclosure, or apparent loss.

Utter Devotion begins when Joseph’s Lord answers Him and turns away their plot. The answer does not remove the whole story
from trial. It reorders the soul around God. Devotion becomes the path by which the faithful stand near the Remembrance,
follow the Most Pure Faith, bear witness sincerely, and enter Divine Communion.

Justice begins when imprisonment follows after the Signs have already been seen. This is one of the unit’s sharpest turns. The
signs are visible, yet human judgment still imprisons Joseph. Justice therefore must be heard as divine measure rather than



immediate human fairness. The Book opens into Evidence, Balance, reckoning, Resurrection, the Day of Decision, cosmic

disturbance, and the beginning of creation itself.

These four Stirahs may be approached as one movement:

Sarah 33: Support begins with the wife of the ‘Aziz identifying Joseph as the one concerning whom the women
blamed her. She declares that she sought to entice Him, yet He stood fast. The Strah turns steadfastness into
divine support, protection, aid, and the safeguarding of Joseph by His Most Great Word unto God.

Strah 34: The allusion begins when Joseph declares prison dearer than the summons of the women. The Strah
carries trial into hidden meaning: clear Verses, the Land of the Inmost Heart, the Servant’s nearness to God, the
veiled Mystery, endurance, and the effacing of false works through the Statute of the Book.

Sarah 35: Utter Devotion begins when the Lord answers Joseph and turns away their plot. The Strah teaches
response through Most Pure Faith, the Path, humility, sincere witness, private devotion, the Remembrance, and
Divine Communion.

Strah 36: Justice begins when it occurs to them, after they have seen the Signs, that they should imprison Joseph
for a time. The Surah brings seen Signs under divine judgment through Evidence, Book, Balance, Resurrection,
Day of Decision, cosmic reckoning, and the Path of Truth at the Day of the Beginning.

This unit marks the passage from witness into divine measure. Blood has borne testimony. Now God supports. The trial is not

removed, but its meaning changes. Prison becomes a sign. Devotion becomes the soul’s answer. Justice rises above human reaction
and measures the whole field by the Book.

Unit Nine Fourfold Lens Chart

Strah Title Governing Movement Central Question

33 Support Joseph stands fast, and divine support gathers How does victory appear before
around His Cause outward release?

34 The Allusion  Prison becomes preferable to desire, and trial How can enclosure become a
begins to disclose hidden meaning sign of fidelity?

35 Utter The Lord answers Joseph and turns away their What kind of devotion answers

Devotion plot divine protection?

36 Justice Imprisonment follows after Signs have been seen, How does Justice stand above

and divine measure opens human judgment?

The Four Guiding Lenses for Unit Nine
The first unit gave the pattern openly through Kingship, Clerics, Faith, and City. Unit Two carried it through Joseph, Testimony,
Visitation, and Mystery. Unit Three moved through Cloud, Plot, Parallel, and Atonement. Unit Four raised the descent through

Paradise, Holiness, Divine Purpose, and Throne. Unit Five began the movement out of concealment through Gate, Path, Sinai,

and Light. Unit Six opened a new creation through Sea, Water, Passing Time, and Destiny. Unit Seven carried the Mission

outward through Seal, Solution, Lights, and Relatives. Unit Eight moved through Celestial Maidens, Report, Might, and Life.

Unit Nine now carries the witness of blood into Support, the Allusion, Utter Devotion, and Justice.

Support asks: how does divine support appear when Joseph stands fast under pressure?

The Allusion asks: how does prison become a sign rather than a defeat?

Utter Devotion asks: how does the soul answer when God turns away the plot?

Justice asks: how does divine measure judge the world that has seen the Signs and still chosen imprisonment?

Support sustains. Allusion reads the trial. Utter Devotion answers trial. Justice measures trial. The hidden Joseph is supported,

enclosed, answered, and judged according to the Book.



Reading Lens One: From Blood-Witness to Divine Support
Main idea

The governing movement of Unit Nine is the divine answer to witness. Unit Eight ended in the Sea of thick blood, patience,
‘Ashtrd, and Husayn. The garment had become proof. Beauty had become proclamation. Report had spread. Might had been
unveiled. Life had entered blood.

Unit Nine asks what follows such witness. The answer is not immediate escape. The answer is Support. Joseph stands fast. His
purity is not overcome. His Cause is not abandoned. God and His angels guard the Remembrance. The people may judge, speak,
desire, accuse, delay, or imprison, but they do not possess the measure of the Cause.

This unit therefore teaches a difficult form of victory. Support may appear as steadfastness before release, as hidden meaning
inside enclosure, as devotion after protection, and as justice after human judgment has failed. The Book does not rush past the
prison. It gives the soul a way to read it.

Key themes

Unit Nine answers the blood-witness of Unit Eight.

Support begins as steadfastness, not outward triumph.

Divine support guards the Cause before human circumstances change.
Prison becomes part of the field of indication.

Devotion is the proper response to divine protection.

Justice measures the world that has seen Signs and still turns toward imprisonment.

Arabic watchwords
Nasr: Support, aid, victory, divine assistance.
Ishdrah: Indication, allusion, sign, subtle pointing.
‘Ubddiyyah: Utter Devotion, servitude, worshipful submission.
‘Adl: Justice, equity, divine measure.
Sabr: Patience, endurance, steadfastness.
Hifz: Guarding, preservation, protection.

For the reader

Unit Nine should be heard as the answer after blood. The Book does not pretend that suftering has disappeared. It reveals how
God answers it: by support, by meaning, by devotion, and by justice. The hidden Joseph remains in danger, yet the Cause is
already being upheld from a higher place.

Reading question
What kind of victory can appear before outward deliverance has come?

Reading Lens Two: Support and Joseph Standing Fast
Main idea

Strah 33 begins with the wife of the ‘Aziz openly identifying Joseph as the one concerning Whom the women had blamed her.
She admits that she sought to entice Him, yet He stood fast. The confession changes the atmosphere of the previous Surahs.
Joseph has been spoken about, judged, desired, and finally beheld. Now the woman herself acknowledges both what she sought
and Joseph’s steadfastness.

The title Support gives this moment its deeper meaning. Joseph is not yet released from danger. The threat of imprisonment
remains in the very sentence that acknowledges His steadfastness. Support therefore does not first mean escape from trial. It
means preservation within trial. Joseph remains inwardly untouched by the pressure surrounding Him.

The Sarah then widens this preservation beyond the Josephian scene. The Book is identified as the Book of the Remembrance of
God. The faithful are told to guard themselves and place their trust wholly in God. Later, the Youth is named as the only refuge
appointed for that Day, the faithful are called to endure, and the Truth is declared to have come from God. At the close, the
opening scene returns: she sought to entice Joseph, yet Joseph was safeguarded by His Most Great Word unto God and numbered
among those safeguarded by God. The title Support is therefore fulfilled by the Surah itself. What appeared at the beginning as

Joseph standing fast is revealed at the end as divine preservation.



Key themes
® The wife of the ‘Aziz openly acknowledges what she sought from Joseph.
Joseph stands fast while the threat of imprisonment remains.
Support appears first as preservation within trial rather than removal from trial.
The Book of the Remembrance becomes the larger field surrounding Joseph’s steadfastness.
Trust in God answers the pressure of Satan, desire, opposition, and fear.
The Youth becomes a refuge within a world turning away from the Truth.
Endurance belongs to those who remain near the Gate.

The closing return to the seduction scene reveals the source of Joseph’s steadfastness: He is safeguarded by God.

Arabic watchwords
Nasr: Support, aid, victory, divine assistance.
Ista‘sama: He stood fast, restrained Himself, held firmly against enticement.
Hifz: Guarding, preservation, safeguarding.
Tawakkul: Trust, reliance upon God.
Dhikr: Remembrance, the revealed center around which the Book and Cause gather.
Haqq: Truth, divine reality, that which has come from God.

For the reader

Support in this Strah should not be measured by whether Joseph’s circumstances immediately improve. They do not. The threat
of prison remains. The deeper question is whether the trial possesses Him. It does not. Joseph stands fast, and by the close the
Book tells us why: He has been safeguarded by God. Support is therefore already present before deliverance becomes visible.

Reading question
How does Joseph’s steadfastness become Support before He is released from danger?

Reading Lens Three: Allusion and the Chosen Prison
Main idea

Strah 34 begins with Joseph’s prayer: prison is dearer unto Him than that whereunto the women summon Him. This is one of
the great reversals of the Joseph story. Prison, which appears outwardly as confinement, becomes preferable to the inward
imprisonment of desire, compromise, or surrender.

The title Allusion matters here. The prison is not only a location. It becomes a sign. It indicates a deeper fidelity. Joseph chooses
the visible enclosure rather than the inward captivity of false response. What appears as loss becomes a mark of preservation.

The Strah then opens into clear Verses, the Book, the Land of the Inmost Heart, the Servant, the hidden Mystery, and
endurance. The trial is read through allusion and inward meaning. The people may lie, delay, or resist, yet they do not outstrip the
divine Command. False works are effaced through the Statute of the Book, and the servants are called to endure steadfastly
because the Cause has come from God.

Key themes

Joseph prefers prison to the summons of desire.

Prison becomes a sign of fidelity rather than simple defeat.

Allusion reads the hidden meaning of trial.

Clear Verses are revealed for those who desire God and His Messenger.
No hidden veil stands between God and His devoted Servant.

False works are effaced by the Statute of the Book.

The servants are called to endurance.

Arabic watchwords
Ishdrah: Indication, allusion, subtle sign.
Sijn: Prison, enclosure, trial, protected concealment.



Kayd: Plot, scheme, pressure against Joseph.
Bayyindt: Clear Verses, evident signs.

Fu’id: Inmost Heart, inward land of recognition.
Satr/Sirr: Line, Mystery, hidden inscription.

For the reader
Allusion teaches to read beneath circumstance. Prison can look like defeat when seen from outside. In Joseph’s prayer, it becomes
the chosen form of fidelity. The sign is not always where the eye first expects it. Sometimes God indicates preservation through

enclosure.

Reading question
How can prison become a sign of freedom from desire?

Reading Lens Four: Utter Devotion and the Answer to the Plot
Main idea

Strah 35 begins when Joseph’s Lord answers Him and turns away their plot. The answer is immediate, but its meaning unfolds
through devotion. God protects Joseph, and the soul is taught how to respond to divine protection.

The title Utter Devotion moves the unit from what God does for Joseph into what the faithful must become before God. The
plot is turned away, yet the text does not settle into relief alone. It calls the servants toward the Path, the Most Pure Faith, sincere
witness, private devotion, purity near the Gate, and obedience to the Remembrance.

This is important for the class. Devotion is not mood. It is alignment. The faithful are not asked merely to admire Joseph’s
preservation. They are called to follow the Remembrance, bear faithful witness, stand in purity, and enter Divine Communion.
The Most Pure Faith is the Faith purified from rival authority and gathered into recognition of the Remembrance.

Key themes

God answers Joseph and turns away the plot.

Divine protection calls forth human devotion.

Utter Devotion is servitude before the Gate.

The faithful bear witness through sincerity and purity.
The Path and the Most Pure Faith give devotion its form.

Divine Communion gathers response into the Oneness of God.

Arabic watchwords
‘Ubddiyyah: Utter Devotion, servanthood, worshipful submission.
Sirat: Path, divinely appointed way.
Din Khilis: Most Pure Faith, purified recognition and submission.
Ikhlds: Sincerity, purity of devotion.
Shahid/Shahddah: Witness, testimony.
Tawhid: Divine Communion, divine unity.

Bib: Gate, appointed threshold of approach.

For the reader
Utter Devotion is what the soul becomes after recognizing divine protection. The plot is turned away from Joseph, but the reader
is still being tested. Will protection produce gratitude, humility, obedience, and witness, or will the soul remain unchanged?

Reading question
What kind of devotion answers the God Who turns away the plot?

Reading Lens Five: Justice after the Signs
Main idea



Strah 36 begins with a hard sentence: after they had seen the Signs, it occurred to them to imprison Joseph until a time. The
injustice is plain. Signs have already been seen. Evidence has already appeared. Yet human judgment still chooses confinement.
This is why the title Justice has such force. Justice is not the same thing as immediate vindication by the people. Divine Justice
measures the whole field, including the delay, the blindness, the imprisonment, the seen Signs, and the final reckoning. Human
reaction may imprison after evidence. Divine measure remembers what has been seen.

The Sarah opens with T4-H4 and a remembrance of mercy unto the servants of God. This gives the judgment a Prophetic and
merciful field. Justice is severe, but it is not cold. It carries Book, Evidence, Balance, Resurrection, Day of Decision, cosmic
upheaval, and the Path of Truth at the Day of the Beginning. The world that misjudges Joseph is itself brought before the
Balance.

Key themes

Imprisonment follows after the Signs have been seen.

Human judgment can reject what evidence has already shown.
Justice belongs to divine measure, not human reaction.

Té-H4 opens the Strah into prophetic mercy and remembrance.
The Book becomes the record of accountability.

The Balance weighs what the world has done with the Signs.
Resurrection and the Day of Decision reveal what was concealed.

The Day of the Beginning places judgment within the field of creation and cosmic renewal.

Arabic watchwords
‘Adl: Justice, equity, right measure.
Ayét: Signs, Verses, divine evidences.
Sijn: Prison, confinement, human judgment.
T4-Ha: Isolated Letters opening the prophetic field.
Bayyinah: Evidence, clear proof.
Mizdn: Balance, divine measure.
Qiydmah: Resurrection, rising, disclosure.
Yawm al-Fasl: Day of Separation, Day of Decision.
Yawm al-Bad’: Day of the Beginning.

For the reader
Justice asks the group to hold two truths together. Joseph is imprisoned unjustly. God’s measure has not failed. The Signs have
been seen, and that seeing creates accountability. Divine Justice remembers what human judgment tries to bury.

Reading question
What does Justice mean when imprisonment comes after the Signs have already been seen?

Reading Lens Six: Reading the Four Together
Main idea
Unit Nine moves through four connected questions:
Support asks: how does Joseph stand fast before desire, accusation, and pressure?
Allusion asks: how does prison become a sign of fidelity rather than defeat?
Utter Devotion asks: how does the soul answer the God Who turns away the plot?
Justice asks: how does divine measure judge a world that has seen Signs and still chosen imprisonment?

N

Together, these four Surahs carry the story from witness into measure. Unit Eight brought the Book into blood, Husayn, Life,
and sacrifice. Unit Nine answers with support, interpretation, devotion, and justice. Joseph is not simply defended. He is revealed
as the one whose steadfastness bears divine victory, whose prison becomes indication, whose protection calls forth devotion, and

whose unjust confinement summons the Balance.



The movement is exact. Blood bears witness. Support sustains. Prison indicates. Devotion answers. Justice measures. The Cause
is not defeated by enclosure. It enters enclosure with hidden meaning. The servants are not left to admire from outside. They are
summoned into the Path, the Most Pure Faith, and Divine Communion. The world is not permitted to see Signs without
consequence. It is brought before the Book and the Balance.

For the reader

Unit Nine teaches the group not to confuse outward circumstance with divine reality. Joseph can be victorious before release.
Prison can indicate fidelity. Devotion can become the soul’s answer. Justice can be present before human judgment changes. The
Book trains the reader to see divine support moving beneath the visible story.

Reading question
How does Unit Nine turn prison from defeat into the field of divine support, devotion, and justice?

Final Reflection for Unit Nine

Strahs 33-36 carry Joseph from blood-witness into divine measure. The wife of the ‘Az{z names Him openly and admits that she
sought to entice Him, yet Joseph stood fast. Support begins there: not in escape, but in preservation. The Remembrance is
guarded, the Cause is aided, and Joseph is numbered among those safeguarded by God.

Allusion turns toward prison. Joseph declares confinement dearer than the summons of desire. The enclosure that appears as
defeat becomes a sign of fidelity. Clear Verses descend. The Servant remains near to God without veil. The hidden Mystery is left
within the Book, and the servants are called to endurance.

Utter Devotion answers divine protection with the soul’s response. God turns away the plot, and the faithful are summoned
toward the Path, the Most Pure Faith, sincere witness, purity near the Gate, and Divine Communion. Devotion becomes the
form recognition must take after God has acted.

Justice gathers the unit into reckoning. After the Signs have been seen, Joseph is still imprisoned for a time. Human judgment
fails before visible evidence, but divine measure does not fail. The Book, Evidence, Balance, Resurrection, Day of Decision,
cosmic judgment, and the Day of the Beginning all gather around the hidden one.

Joseph stands fast. Prison becomes sign. Devotion becomes response. Justice becomes measure. The world may confine Him for a
time, but the Book has already placed His Cause before the Balance.



Discussion Questions
e  What changes when the wife of the ‘Aziz openly identifies Joseph and confesses what she sought?
How does Joseph’s steadfastness become Support before outward release has appeared?
What kind of support does God give the Remembrance in this unit?
How does Joseph’s safeguarding at the close complete the Support movement?
How does prison become an Allusion rather than a simple defeat?
Why would Joseph prefer prison to the summons of desire?
What is the difference between outward enclosure and inward captivity?
How does the hidden Mystery remain active inside trial?
What kind of endurance is asked of the servants in Stirah 34?2
How does Utter Devotion answer the turning away of the plot?
What does the Most Pure Faith require from the faithful?
How do Path, Gate, Remembrance, and Divine Communion shape devotion?
What changes when imprisonment follows after the Signs have already been seen?

How does Justice differ from human reaction or immediate fairness?

What symbols stood out most strongly: Support, wife of the ‘Aziz, steadfastness, prison, Allusion, Servant, veil, Path,
Most Pure Faith, Utter Devotion, Evidence, Balance, Resurrection, or Justice?
® Where did the translation feel especially beautiful, strange, difficult, or powerful?

How does Unit Nine turn prison from defeat into the field of divine support, devotion, and justice?



Looking Abead: Siirabs 37-40

Main Themes

The Expression

The next unit begins with Sarah 37, the Expression. After Justice has measured the imprisonment of Joseph, the Book turns
toward expression, interpretation, speech, and disclosure. Watch how hidden meaning begins to seck a form that can be spoken.

Fitimah
Sarah 38 is Fitimah. After blood, Husayn, devotion, and justice, the sacred family field deepens again. Watch how Fitimah may
gather purity, grief, lineage, intercession, hidden sorrow, and the sacred feminine line within the larger Josephian pattern.

Gratitude
Sarah 39 is Gratitude. After expression and sacred family, gratitude begins to answer the gift of divine disclosure. Watch how
thanksgiving differs from relief. Gratitude may arise even while the story still passes through trial.

Humanity
Sarah 40 is Humanity. This title brings the movement into the condition of humanity itself. Watch how the Book speaks of the
human creature, origin, response, limitation, dignity, and responsibility before revelation.

The Story Moving Forward

Unit Nine turned prison into a field of support, indication, devotion, and justice. Unit Ten begins to ask how meaning comes
forth from that enclosure. The Expression, Fitimah, Gratitude, and Humanity carry the story from measured trial into speech,
sacred lineage, thankful response, and the human condition before God.

Joseph has stood fast. Prison has become sign. Devotion has been summoned. Justice has raised the Balance. Now the hidden
meaning must begin to speak.

Reading Assignment for Session 11

Read Surahs 37, 38, 39, and 40 of the Qayyimul-Asmd. As you read, mark places where the movement passes through
expression, sacred family, gratitude, or the human condition. Watch especially for prison, speech, interpretation, Fitimah, purity,
grief, thanksgiving, human origin, responsibility, Book, Gate, Remembrance, Fire, Water, Evidence, and any place where hidden
meaning begins to take voice.
Watch especially for how Justice prepares the Book to speak from within confinement.



