
​Session 8, Unit Seven: The Seal, the Solution, Lights, and the Relatives​

​Materials​
​●​ ​What Participants Should Have Read​
​●​ ​Goal​
​●​ ​Súrahs 25–28 Overview​
​●​ ​Unit Seven fourfold lens chart​
​●​ ​Four Guiding Lenses​
​●​ ​Reading Lens for Súrahs 25–28​
​●​ ​Biographical Notes: The Earlier Gates and Historical Audience; The Báb’s Household and Relatives​
​●​ ​Discussion Questions​
​●​ ​Looking Ahead sheet: Súrahs 29–32​
​●​ ​Reading Assignment for Session 9​

​What Participants Should Have Read​
​Before​ ​this​ ​session,​ ​participants​ ​should​ ​have​ ​read​ ​Súrahs​ ​25,​ ​26,​ ​27,​ ​and​ ​28​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qayyúmu’l-Asmá​​.​ ​They​ ​should​ ​also​​have​

​reviewed​ ​the​ ​Unit​​Six​​summary​​from​​Session​​7,​ ​especially​​the​​sale​​of​​Joseph,​​Adam​​and​​the​​new​​creation,​​the​​reopening​​of​​the​
​Qur’án from its ending, Fire and Water, Passing Time, the Night of Power, and the command to recite.​

​Goal​
​To​ ​see​ ​how​ ​the​ ​hidden​ ​Mission​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​move​ ​outward​ ​after​ ​the​ ​Night​ ​of​ ​Power.​ ​In​ ​Súrahs​ ​21–24,​ ​Joseph​ ​was​​found​​but​

​undervalued,​​the​​Báb​​appeared​​in​​the​​Adamic​​station,​​the​​Qur’án​​was​​reopened​​from​​its​​ending,​​the​​inward​​earth​​was​​shaken,​​and​
​the​​divine​​Decree​​descended​​into​​the​​command​​to​​recite.​ ​In​​Súrahs​​25–28,​​that​​hidden​​investiture​​begins​​to​​enter​​a​​visible​​field:​
​Seal, Solution, Lights, and Relatives.​
​In​ ​this​ ​session,​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​moves​​from​​inward​​descent​​into​​outward​​pressure.​ ​The​​Night​​begins​​to​​become​​Dawn.​​The​​hidden​

​Word​​enters​​the​​City.​ ​The​​Piercing​​Star​​opens​​into​​Constellations.​​The​​Light​​begins​​to​​move​​through​​witness,​​Book,​​Night​​and​
​Day,​​earlier​​Gates,​ ​transmission,​​and​​recognition.​​Finally,​ ​the​​Revelation​​enters​​the​​Báb’s​​own​​household,​​where​​kinship,​​family,​
​commerce, writing, travel, and intimate nearness are brought under the test of recognition.​

​Súrahs 25–28: The Seal, the Solution, Lights, and the Relatives​
​Purpose of This Unit​

​Unit​​Seven​​carries​​the​​story​​from​​the​​inward​​beginning​​of​​the​​Mission​​toward​​its​​first​​outward​​social​​field.​​Unit​​Six​​culminated​
​in​​the​​Night​​of​​Power​​and​​the​​command​​to​​recite.​​Unit​​Seven​​now​​asks​​what​​happens​​when​​that​​hidden​​Word​​begins​​to​​move​​in​
​the world.​
​The​​Seal​​continues​​the​​late-Qur’ánic​​movement​​through​​City,​​Dawn,​​the​​Overwhelming​​Event,​​the​​Most​​High,​​and​​the​​Piercing​

​Star.​ ​The​​concealed​​Night​​of​​Power​​begins​​to​​press​​toward​​manifestation.​​The​​world​​of​​the​​City​​is​​addressed.​​The​​Dawn​​appears.​
​The Star pierces the heavens. The schemes of opposition are measured and shown to be frail before God.​
​The​​Solution​​brings​​the​​Joseph​​story​​to​​the​​door,​​the​​rent​​garment,​​accusation,​​recompense,​​and​​the​​question​​of​​judgment.​​The​

​Piercing​​Star​​opens​​into​​the​​larger​​celestial​ ​order​​of​​Constellations,​​Witness,​​Throne,​​promised​​Day,​​and​​Preserved​​Tablet.​​What​
​looked like accusation begins to become forensic disclosure.​
​Lights​​brings​​forward​​the​​witness​​from​​the​​household.​​Joseph’s​​own​​answer​​is​​no​​longer​​silent:​​“It​​was​​she​​who​​sought​​to​​entice​

​Me​​against​​Mine​​own​​Self.”​​The​​sign​​of​​the​​garment​​becomes​​a​​test​​of​​truth​​and​​falsehood.​​The​​Light​​moves​​from​​witness​​and​
​garment into Book, Proof, Night and Day, earlier Gates, named persons, and the outward transmission of Revelation.​



​The​​Relatives​​brings​​the​​unit​​into​​the​​Báb’s​​immediate​​social​​world.​​The​​Joseph​​story​​remains​​in​​view​​through​​the​​garment​​torn​
​from​ ​behind,​ ​the​ ​innocence​ ​of​ ​Joseph,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​speech​ ​of​ ​the​ ​truthful​ ​one.​ ​Yet​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​now​ ​draws​ ​the​ ​Revelation​ ​into​
​household,​ ​kinship,​ ​marriage,​ ​child,​ ​commerce,​ ​writing,​ ​migration,​​and​​those​​nearest​​to​​the​​Báb.​​Nearness​​is​ ​no​​longer​​merely​
​symbolic. It becomes historical, familial, and embodied.​

​These four Súrahs may be approached as one movement:​
​●​ ​Súrah​​25:​​The​​Seal​​begins​​from​​Joseph’s​​preservation​​before​​temptation:​​she​​desired​​Him,​​and​​He​​would​​have​

​desired​​her​​had​​He​​not​​seen​​the​​Proof​​of​​His​​Lord.​​The​​Súrah​​moves​​through​​the​​City,​​Dawn,​​Overwhelming​
​Event, Most High, Piercing Star, Resurrection, unveiling, and the collapse of schemes before the Remembrance.​

​●​ ​Súrah​​26:​​The​​Solution​​begins​​when​​Joseph​​and​​the​​woman​​race​​to​​the​​door,​​His​​garment​​is​​rent​​from​​behind,​
​and​ ​accusation​ ​is​ ​made​ ​before​ ​the​ ​lord​ ​of​ ​the​ ​house.​ ​The​ ​Súrah​ ​lifts​ ​that​ ​scene​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Glorious​ ​Throne,​
​pathways​​of​​the​​Gate,​ ​the​​unseen​​of​​heaven​​and​​earth,​​Constellations,​​covenant,​​judgment,​​imprisonment,​​and​
​the painful consequence of false accusation.​

​●​ ​Súrah​​27:​​Lights​​begins​​when​​Joseph​​declares​​that​​she​​sought​​to​​entice​​Him,​​and​​a​​witness​​from​​her​​household​
​offers​ ​the​ ​sign​ ​of​ ​the​ ​garment.​ ​The​​Súrah​​turns​​testimony​​into​​illumination,​​carrying​​the​​sign​​of​​the​​garment​
​outward through Book, Proof, Night and Day, earlier Gates, named figures, and the transmission of Revelation.​

​●​ ​Súrah​​28:​​The​​Relatives​​begins​​with​​the​​proof​​that​​if​ ​the​​shirt​​is​ ​torn​​from​​the​​back,​​she​​has​​lied​​and​​Joseph​​is​
​truthful.​ ​The​​Súrah​​then​​carries​​the​​proof​​of​​innocence​​into​​the​​Báb’s​​household​​and​​immediate​​world.​​The​​test​
​of​​recognition​​enters​​family,​ ​relatives,​ ​marriage,​​child,​​commerce,​​movement,​​and​​the​​intimate​​social​ ​setting​​of​
​the Mission.​

​This​​unit​​marks​​the​​outward​​advance​​after​​the​​hidden​​Night.​​The​​Mission​​has​​begun​​to​​speak.​​The​​Seal​​fixes​​the​​authority​​of​​the​
​hidden​ ​Word.​ ​The​ ​Solution​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​resolve​ ​accusation​ ​through​ ​sign​ ​and​ ​judgment.​ ​Lights​ ​makes​ ​testimony​ ​visible.​ ​The​
​Relatives bring revelation into the nearest human circle, where closeness itself becomes a test.​

​Unit Seven Fourfold Lens Chart​

​Súrah​ ​Title​ ​Governing Movement​ ​Central Question​

​25​ ​Seal​ ​The​ ​concealed​ ​Night​ ​presses​ ​toward​ ​Dawn,​
​City, Star, and final authority​

​What is sealed when the hidden​
​Mission begins to appear?​

​26​ ​Solution​ ​Accusation​ ​at​ ​the​ ​door​ ​is​ ​lifted​ ​into​ ​proof,​
​Throne, Constellations, and judgment​

​How does divine proof answer false​
​accusation?​

​27​ ​Lights​ ​Witness​ ​from​ ​the​ ​household​​turns​​the​​garment​
​into​ ​illumination,​ ​historical​ ​recognition,​ ​and​
​transmission​

​How does testimony become Light?​

​28​ ​Relatives​ ​The​ ​proof​ ​of​ ​Joseph’s​ ​innocence​ ​enters​
​household, family, commerce, and history​

​How is nearness tested when​
​Revelation enters the family circle?​

​The Four Guiding Lenses for Unit Seven​
​The​​first​​unit​​gave​​the​​pattern​​openly​​through​​Kingship,​​Clerics,​​Faith,​​and​​City.​​Unit​​Two​​carried​​it​​through​​Joseph,​​Testimony,​

​Visitation,​​and​​Mystery.​​Unit​​Three​​moved​​through​​Cloud,​​Plot,​​Parallel,​​and​​Atonement.​​Unit​​Four​​raised​​the​​descent​​through​
​Paradise,​ ​Holiness,​ ​Divine​​Purpose,​​and​​Throne.​​Unit​​Five​​began​​the​​movement​​out​​of​​concealment​​through​​Gate,​​Path,​​Sinai,​



​and​ ​Light.​ ​Unit​ ​Six​ ​opened​ ​a​ ​new​ ​creation​ ​through​ ​Sea,​ ​Water,​ ​Passing​ ​Time,​ ​and​ ​Destiny.​ ​Unit​ ​Seven​ ​carries​ ​the​ ​Mission​
​outward through Seal, Solution, Lights, and Relatives.​

​●​ ​Seal asks: what is fixed, protected, and made decisive when the hidden Word begins to appear?​
​●​ ​Solution asks: how does divine proof answer accusation, confusion, and false judgment?​
​●​ ​Lights asks: how does testimony become illumination for the soul and the world?​
​●​ ​Relatives asks: how does the Revelation test those nearest to the Manifestation?​

​The​ ​Seal​ ​gathers​ ​the​ ​Night​ ​into​ ​authority.​ ​The​ ​Solution​ ​brings​ ​the​ ​hidden​ ​proof​ ​to​ ​the​ ​door.​ ​Lights​ ​carry​ ​testimony​ ​into​
​historical​ ​recognition​ ​and​ ​transmission.​ ​The​ ​Relatives​ ​draw​ ​the​ ​Mission​ ​into​ ​the​ ​living​ ​nearness​ ​of​ ​household,​ ​kinship,​
​commerce, and history.​

​Reading Lens One: The Mission Begins to Move Outward​
​Main idea​
​The​​governing​​movement​​of​​Unit​​Seven​​is​​the​​outward​​advance​​of​​the​​Mission​​after​​the​​Night​​of​​Power.​​Unit​​Six​​ended​​with​​the​

​hidden​ ​Word​ ​becoming​ ​recitation.​ ​Unit​ ​Seven​ ​shows​ ​the​ ​recitation​ ​entering​ ​the​ ​world​ ​of​ ​judgment,​​city,​ ​accusation,​​witness,​
​household, and relation.​
​This​​is​ ​a​​decisive​​shift.​​The​​Revelation​​is​​no​​longer​​only​​hidden​​in​​the​​Night,​​concentrated​​in​​the​​Decree,​​or​​inwardly​​received​​by​

​the​ ​Remembrance​​of​​the​​Há.​​It​ ​now​​begins​​to​​move​​outward.​​The​​City​​must​​hear.​ ​The​​Dawn​​must​​appear.​ ​The​​Piercing​​Star​
​must announce. The household must witness. The relatives must be tested.​
​The​​Joseph​​story​​carries​​this​​movement​​through​​the​​scene​​of​​temptation,​​closed​​doors,​​accusation,​​and​​proof.​​Joseph’s​​purity​​is​

​preserved,​​but​​the​​world​​around​​Him​​becomes​​a​​place​​of​​speech,​​evidence,​​judgment,​​and​​response.​​In​​the​​Báb’s​​Revelation,​​this​
​becomes the first outward field of the Mission.​

​Key themes​
​●​ ​The Night of Power begins to move toward Dawn.​
​●​ ​The command to recite enters history.​
​●​ ​The hidden Word enters the City and the household.​
​●​ ​Joseph’s trial becomes a pattern of accusation, proof, witness, and vindication.​
​●​ ​The Mission now tests public space and intimate nearness.​
​●​ ​Revelation begins to appear in the world of family, commerce, writing, travel, and social relation.​

​Arabic watchwords​
​Khátam:​​Seal, closure, protection, confirmation, decisive mark.​
​Ḥall:​​Solution, loosening, resolving, opening what had seemed closed.​
​Anwár:​​Lights, illuminations, signs, visible manifestations of truth.​
​Qarábah:​​Relatives, kinship, nearness, family relation.​
​Bayt:​​House, household, enclosed social world.​
​Qamíṣ:​​Shirt, garment, proof, sign of innocence or accusation.​

​For the reader​
​Unit​​Seven​​should​​be​​heard​​as​​the​​first​​strong​​outward​​movement​​after​​the​​hidden​​investiture​​of​​Unit​​Six.​ ​The​​Book​​does​​not​

​leave​ ​the​ ​Revelation​ ​inside​ ​the​ ​Night.​ ​It​ ​sends​ ​it​ ​into​ ​the​ ​City,​ ​toward​​the​​door,​​into​​the​​house,​​before​​witnesses,​ ​and​​among​
​relatives. The Mission begins to touch the world closest at hand.​

​Reading question​



​What changes when the hidden Word begins to move from Night into City, house, witness, and kinship?​

​Reading Lens Two: The Seal and the Piercing Star​
​Main idea​
​Súrah​​25​​begins​​with​​Joseph​​preserved​​before​​temptation:​​she​​desired​​Him,​​and​​He​​would​​have​​desired​​her​​had​​He​​not​​seen​​the​

​Proof​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Lord.​ ​The​ ​title​ ​Seal​ ​gathers​ ​this​ ​moment​ ​into​ ​protection,​ ​confirmation,​ ​and​ ​divine​ ​preservation.​ ​Joseph​ ​is​ ​not​
​preserved by ordinary strength. He is preserved by Proof.​
​The​ ​late-Qur’ánic​ ​movement​ ​continues​​through​​City,​​Dawn,​​the​​Overwhelming​​Event,​​the​​Most​​High,​​and​​the​​Piercing​​Star.​

​These​​images​​carry​​the​​concealed​​Night​​of​​Power​​toward​​outward​​announcement.​​The​​City​​becomes​​the​​field​​of​​responsibility.​
​Dawn​​begins​​to​​break​​the​​hidden​​Night.​ ​The​​Overwhelming​​Event​​presses​​judgment​​upon​​the​​people.​​The​​Most​​High​​sanctifies​
​the horizon. The Piercing Star announces the arrival of a heavenly sign.​
​The​ ​Seal​ ​therefore​ ​does​ ​more​ ​than​ ​close.​ ​It​ ​fixes​ ​the​ ​authority​ ​of​ ​what​​has​​descended.​​The​​Proof​​is​ ​sealed​​upon​​Joseph.​​The​

​Mission​ ​is​ ​sealed​ ​with​ ​divine​ ​protection.​ ​The​ ​Star​ ​pierces​ ​the​ ​sky.​ ​Human​ ​schemes​ ​are​ ​shown​ ​to​ ​be​ ​weaker​ ​than​ ​the​ ​divine​
​Command they oppose.​

​Key themes​
​●​ ​Joseph is preserved by the Proof of His Lord.​
​●​ ​The Seal fixes purity, authority, and divine confirmation.​
​●​ ​City, Dawn, and Star carry the hidden Night toward manifestation.​
​●​ ​The Piercing Star becomes a sign of cosmic announcement.​
​●​ ​Opposition schemes against the Remembrance, but its house is frail.​
​●​ ​The Seal reveals that God’s preservation is stronger than visible threat.​

​Arabic watchwords​
​Khátam:​​Seal, decisive mark, protection, confirmation.​
​Burhán:​​Proof, decisive divine evidence.​
​Balad/Madínah:​​City, social world, public field of responsibility.​
​Fajr:​​Dawn, first outward light after Night.​
​Ṭáriq:​​Piercing Star, night-visitor, heavenly announcement.​
​Kayd:​​Scheme, plot, design against the Remembrance.​

​For the reader​
​The​​Seal​​should​​not​​be​​heard​​only​​as​​an​​ending.​​In​​this​​unit,​​the​​Seal​​is​​also​​protection​​and​​authority.​​Joseph​​sees​​the​​Proof​​of​​His​
​Lord,​ ​and​ ​that​​Proof​​seals​​Him​​against​​the​​surrounding​​danger.​ ​The​​hidden​​Mission​​is​ ​likewise​​sealed​​before​​it​ ​moves​​into​​the​
​world. Dawn comes because the Night has already received the Decree.​

​Reading question​
​How does the Proof of His Lord become a Seal upon Joseph before outward vindication has appeared?​

​Reading Lens Three: The Solution at the Door​
​Main idea​
​Súrah​​26​​begins​​when​​Joseph​​and​​the​​woman​​race​​to​​the​​door,​​His​​garment​​is​​torn​​from​​behind,​​and​​accusation​​is​​made​​before​

​the​ ​lord​ ​of​​the​​house.​​The​​story​​moves​​from​​inward​​temptation​​to​​public​​charge.​​The​​closed​​room​​opens​​into​​a​​doorway.​​The​
​hidden trial becomes a matter of speech, accusation, evidence, and judgment.​



​The​​title​​Solution​​is​​important​​because​​the​​door​​scene​​holds​​the​​answer​​before​​the​​accusation​​is​​resolved.​​The​​garment​​carries​​the​
​proof.​ ​The​ ​tear​ ​has​ ​direction.​ ​The​ ​sign​ ​is​ ​already​ ​present,​ ​but​ ​it​ ​must​ ​be​ ​interpreted​ ​rightly.​ ​The​ ​Solution​ ​is​ ​more​ ​than​ ​an​
​explanation added later. It is the hidden answer placed within the event itself.​
​The​​Súrah​​lifts​​the​​scene​​into​​the​​Glorious​​Throne,​​the​​pathways​​of​​the​​Gate,​ ​the​​unseen​​of​​heaven​​and​​earth,​​Constellations,​

​covenant,​ ​promised​ ​Day,​ ​and​ ​Preserved​ ​Tablet.​ ​The​ ​local​ ​accusation​ ​is​ ​drawn​ ​into​ ​a​ ​heavenly​​court.​ ​The​​garment​​at​​the​​door​
​becomes part of a larger structure of witness.​

​Key themes​
​●​ ​The closed house opens into a doorway of judgment.​
​●​ ​Accusation appears before interpretation.​
​●​ ​The garment contains the answer.​
​●​ ​The direction of the tear becomes a sign.​
​●​ ​The Solution is hidden within the trial itself.​
​●​ ​The door becomes the place where false speech meets divine proof.​

​Arabic watchwords​
​Ḥall:​​Solution, loosening, resolving, disclosure.​
​Báb:​​Door, Gate, threshold of judgment.​
​Qamíṣ:​​Garment, shirt, sign, evidence.​
​Dúbur:​​Back, behind, the direction that reveals truth.​
​Sayyid:​​Lord, master of the house, authority before whom the accusation is made.​
​Burúj:​​Constellations, celestial ordering, heavenly witness.​

​For the reader​
​The​ ​Solution​ ​teaches​ ​that​ ​divine​ ​proof​ ​may​ ​already​ ​be​ ​present​ ​inside​ ​the​ ​crisis.​ ​The​ ​problem​ ​is​ ​not​ ​always​​lack​​of​​evidence.​

​Sometimes​​the​​problem​​is​ ​false​​interpretation,​​fear,​ ​or​​the​​power​​of​​accusation.​​The​​garment​​does​​not​​speak​​as​​a​​mouth​​speaks,​
​yet it bears witness.​

​Reading question​
​What does the torn garment teach about the difference between accusation and proof?​

​Reading Lens Four: Lights and the Witness from the Household​
​Main idea​

​Súrah​ ​27​ ​begins​ ​when​ ​Joseph​ ​says,​ ​“It​ ​was​ ​she​ ​who​ ​sought​ ​to​ ​entice​ ​Me​ ​against​ ​Mine​ ​own​ ​Self,”​ ​and​ ​a​ ​witness​ ​from​ ​her​
​household​​testifies​​concerning​​the​​garment.​​If​ ​the​​shirt​​is​ ​torn​​from​​the​​front,​​she​​has​​spoken​​truth​​and​​He​​is​​among​​the​​liars.​​If​
​from behind, she has lied and He is among the truthful. The story becomes forensic illumination.​
​The​ ​title​ ​Lights​ ​shows​ ​how​ ​testimony​ ​becomes​ ​visible.​ ​Light​ ​is​ ​not​ ​only​ ​brightness.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​discernment.​​It​ ​reveals​​direction.​​It​

​separates​​truth​​from​​falsehood.​​The​​witness​​comes​​from​​her​​own​​household,​​showing​​that​​truth​​may​​arise​​from​​within​​the​​very​
​circle where accusation began.​

​The​ ​Súrah​ ​then​ ​carries​ ​that​ ​witness​ ​outward​ ​through​ ​Book,​ ​Proof,​ ​Night​ ​and​ ​Day,​ ​earlier​ ​Gates,​ ​named​ ​figures,​ ​and​ ​the​
​transmission​​of​​the​​Revelation​​itself.​ ​Shaykh​​Aḥmad​​and​​Siyyid​​Káẓim​​enter​​the​​field​​as​​preceding​​Gates,​​while​​the​​hidden​​Night​
​gives​ ​way​ ​to​ ​the​ ​illuminating​ ​Day​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Book​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​move​ ​through​ ​persons,​ ​writings,​ ​and​ ​acts​ ​of​ ​recognition.​ ​Lights​
​therefore​​becomes​​historical​ ​as​​well​ ​as​​symbolic:​ ​illumination​​passes​​from​​the​​sign​​of​​the​​garment​​into​​the​​living​​chain​​by​​which​
​the Revelation is recognized and carried forward.​



​Biographical Note: The Earlier Gates and the Historical Audience​
​Súrah​​27​​moves​​directly​​from​​the​​symbolic​​world​​of​​Joseph​​into​​the​​religious​​world​​immediately​​surrounding​​the​​Báb.​​Shaykh​

​Aḥmad​ ​al-Aḥsá’í​ ​and​ ​his​ ​successor​ ​Siyyid​ ​Káẓim​ ​Rashtí​ ​are​ ​named​ ​as​ ​earlier​ ​Gates​ ​sent​ ​before​ ​the​ ​appearance​ ​of​ ​the​
​Remembrance.​ ​Their​ ​teachings​ ​had​ ​prepared​ ​a​ ​generation​ ​of​ ​seekers​ ​for​ ​the​ ​advent​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Qá’im,​ ​and​ ​many​ ​of​ ​the​ ​earliest​
​believers​ ​in​​the​​Báb​​came​​from​​the​​circle​​formed​​around​​them.​​The​​Súrah​​therefore​​places​​the​​Báb’s​​Revelation​​within​​a​​living​
​succession of expectation, preparation, and recognition.​
​The​ ​historical​ ​field​ ​then​ ​widens.​ ​Mullá​ ​‘Abdu’l-Kháliq-i-Yazdí,​ ​a​ ​learned​ ​Shaykhí​ ​under​ ​whom​ ​the​ ​young​ ​Báb​ ​had​ ​briefly​

​studied,​ ​is​ ​addressed​ ​directly​ ​and​ ​reminded​ ​that​ ​he​ ​had​ ​already​ ​been​ ​brought​ ​near​ ​the​ ​Most​ ​Great​ ​Remembrance​ ​without​
​perceiving​​the​​full​ ​Command​​before​​him.​ ​Shaykh​​Ḥasan​​ibn​​Ḥusayn​​Ál​​‘Uṣfúr,​​a​​Bahraini​​scholar​​associated​​with​​Búshihr,​​is​
​commanded​ ​to​ ​assist​ ​the​ ​Word​ ​and​ ​summon​ ​the​ ​people​ ​to​​the​​Most​​Pure​​Faith.​​His​​father​​had​​been​​one​​of​​Shaykh​​Aḥmad’s​
​teachers, joining the older scholarly world directly to the audience now being addressed by the Báb.​
​The​​Súrah​​also​​addresses​​the​​eminent​​Ja‘far​​al-‘Alawí,​​probably​​Hájí​​Siyyid​​Ja‘far​​Kashfí,​​a​​distinguished​​Shí‘í​​scholar​​and​​the​

​father​ ​of​ ​Siyyid​ ​Yaḥyá​ ​Dárábí,​ ​later​ ​known​ ​as​ ​Vahíd​​,​ ​who​ ​would​ ​become​ ​one​ ​of​​the​​Báb’s​​foremost​​followers.​ ​The​​address​
​shows the Revelation entering the network of scholars, teachers, seekers, and religious authorities surrounding its appearance.​

​Lights​ ​therefore​ ​moves​ ​from​ ​witness​ ​into​ ​history.​ ​Aḥmad​ ​and​ ​Káẓim​ ​prepare​ ​the​ ​way,​ ​earlier​ ​teachers​ ​and​ ​contemporary​
​scholars are addressed, and the new Revelation calls living persons to recognize and carry the Light now appearing among them.​

​Key themes​
​●​ ​Joseph speaks the truth concerning the accusation.​
​●​ ​A witness arises from within the household.​
​●​ ​The garment becomes a sign by which truth and falsehood are distinguished.​
​●​ ​The Book itself becomes the governing Proof and measure of response.​
​●​ ​Night and Day become signs of concealment and outward disclosure.​
​●​ ​Shaykh Aḥmad and Siyyid Káẓim appear within the succession of Gates preceding the Remembrance.​
​●​ ​Light moves into history through persons, writings, obedience, transmission, and recognition.​

​Arabic watchwords​
​Anwár:​​Lights, illuminations, manifest signs.​
​Sháhid:​​Witness, one who testifies.​
​Ahl:​​Household, people of the house, those near the event.​
​Qudda:​​Rent, torn, opened by force.​
​Qubl/Dúbur:​​Front/back, direction of evidence.​
​Layl/Nahár:​​Night/Day, concealment and outward disclosure.​

​For the reader​
​Lights​ ​is​ ​about​ ​learning​ ​to​ ​recognize​​illumination​​as​​it​ ​enters​​history.​​The​​sign​​begins​​with​​the​​garment​​and​​the​​witness,​ ​then​

​moves outward through the Book, Night and Day, earlier Gates, named persons, and those called to carry the Revelation forward.​

​Reading question​
​How does the witness from the household turn the garment into Light?​

​Reading Lens Five: The Relatives and the Household of the Báb​
​Main idea​



​Súrah​​28​​begins​​with​​the​​second​​half​​of​​the​​garment​​test:​ ​if​ ​the​​shirt​​is​​torn​​from​​the​​back,​​she​​has​​lied​​and​​Joseph​​is​​among​​the​
​truthful.​ ​The​ ​proof​ ​has​ ​now​ ​turned​ ​in​ ​Joseph’s​ ​favor.​ ​The​ ​truth​ ​of​ ​the​ ​hidden​ ​one​ ​is​ ​not​ ​established​ ​by​ ​noise,​ ​power,​ ​or​
​accusation, but by the sign God has allowed to remain.​
​The​​title​​Relatives​​brings​​the​​unit​​into​​nearness.​ ​The​​Joseph​​story​​has​​already​​shown​​that​​those​​near​​the​​beloved​​one​​may​​fail​​to​

​recognize​​Him.​​Brothers,​ ​household,​​witnesses,​ ​masters,​ ​and​​relatives​​all​ ​become​​positions​​in​​the​​drama​​of​​recognition.​​In​​Súrah​
​28,​​this​​nearness​​moves​​into​​the​​Báb’s​​own​​world.​​The​​Revelation​​touches​​family,​​household,​​marriage,​​child,​​commerce,​​writing,​
​and movement.​

​Biographical Note: The Báb’s Household and Relatives​
​The​​Báb​​was​​born​​into​​a​​mercantile​​family​​in​​Shíráz.​​His​​father,​​Siyyid​​Muḥammad​​Riḍá,​​died​​while​​the​​Báb​​was​​still​​young,​​and​

​the​ ​Báb’s​ ​later​ ​entrance​ ​into​ ​commerce​ ​belongs​​to​​that​​same​​family​​background.​​After​​His​​father’s​​death,​​His​​maternal​​uncle,​
​Hájí​ ​Mírzá​​Siyyid​​‘Alí,​ ​became​​His​​guardian.​​He​​belonged​​to​​the​​family’s​​mercantile​​world​​and​​later​​became​​an​​early​​believer​​in​
​the Báb.​
​Khadíjih​​Bagum​​was​​the​​wife​​of​​the​​Báb​​and​​His​​childhood​​relative.​​Their​​marriage​​preceded​​the​​Declaration​​of​​1844.​​Súrah​​28​

​addresses​​her​​within​​the​​Báb’s​​immediate​​household​​and​​joins​​her​​to​​the​​sacred​​language​​of​​the​​People​​of​​the​​House.​​Their​​son​
​Aḥmad​​died​​in​​infancy​​in​​1843.​​Súrah​​28​​refers​​to​​him​​by​​name​​while​​addressing​​the​​Báb’s​​wife,​​bringing​​the​​grief​​and​​intimacy​
​of the Báb’s own family into the revealed text.​
​The​​Mission​​has​​entered​​the​​house.​​The​​Revelation​​now​​touches​​those​​closest​​to​​the​​Báb​​by​​blood,​​marriage,​​guardianship,​​grief,​

​memory, trade, and daily life. Nearness itself becomes sacred and searching.​

​Key themes​
​●​ ​The torn garment from behind vindicates Joseph.​
​●​ ​The proof of innocence enters the world of household and relation.​
​●​ ​Nearness becomes historical, not only symbolic.​
​●​ ​The Báb’s family setting enters the revealed field.​
​●​ ​Marriage, child, guardianship, commerce, and relatives are brought into the Mission.​
​●​ ​Those nearest to the Manifestation must also face the test of recognition.​

​Arabic watchwords​
​Qarábah:​​Relatives, kinship, nearness.​
​Ahl al-Bayt:​​People of the House, sacred household language.​
​Bayt:​​House, household, immediate social field.​
​Qamíṣ:​​Garment, sign, proof.​
​Ṣidq:​​Truthfulness, sincerity, confirmed reality.​
​Tijárah:​​Commerce, trade, mercantile setting.​
​Hijrah/Safar:​​Migration, travel, movement in the path of the Cause.​

​For the reader​
​The​​Relatives​​brings​​the​​grandeur​​of​​Revelation​​into​​ordinary​​nearness.​​Family​​is​​not​​outside​​the​​sacred​​story.​​Commerce​​is​​not​

​outside​​it.​ ​Marriage,​​childhood​​relation,​​guardianship,​​grief,​​and​​household​​speech​​all​​enter​​the​​field​​of​​divine​​testing.​​The​​hidden​
​Joseph​​is​ ​no​​longer​​only​​in​​the​​well,​ ​the​​chasm,​​the​​Sea,​ ​the​​Night,​ ​or​​the​​house​​of​​Egypt.​​He​​is​​also​​in​​Shíráz,​​in​​the​​household,​
​among relatives, in the life of the Báb.​
​Reading question​
​Why does the Mission have to enter the household and not only the public world?​



​Reading Lens Six: Reading the Four Together​
​Main idea​

​Unit Seven moves through four connected questions:​
​1.​ ​Seal asks: what is fixed and protected when the hidden Mission begins to appear?​
​2.​ ​Solution asks: how does divine proof answer accusation and false judgment?​
​3.​ ​Lights asks: how does testimony become illumination?​
​4.​ ​Relatives asks: how is nearness tested when Revelation enters the family circle?​

​Together,​​these​​four​​Súrahs​​carry​​the​​Mission​​outward.​​Unit​​Six​​ended​​with​​the​​Night​​of​​Power​​and​​the​​command​​to​​recite.​​Unit​
​Seven​​begins​​with​​the​​Seal​​upon​​Joseph’s​​purity,​​then​​moves​​to​​the​​door,​​the​​torn​​garment,​​the​​accusation,​​the​​witness,​​the​​proof,​
​the Lights, and the Relatives.​
​The​​movement​​is​ ​explicit.​ ​First,​ ​divine​​preservation​​is​ ​sealed​​before​​the​​visible​​world​​understands​​it.​ ​Then​​the​​crisis​​reaches​​the​

​door.​ ​Then​ ​the​ ​sign​ ​becomes​ ​testimony.​ ​Testimony​ ​enters​ ​the​ ​living​ ​network​ ​of​ ​earlier​ ​Gates,​ ​teachers,​ ​seekers,​ ​and​ ​named​
​persons. Finally, the Revelation enters the household and the near circle of the Báb’s own life.​
​This​​unit​​therefore​​teaches​​the​​first​​social​ ​form​​of​​the​​Mission.​​The​​hidden​​Word​​does​​not​​remain​​hidden.​​It​ ​speaks,​ ​moves,​ ​is​

​accused,​​is​ ​witnessed,​​is​ ​vindicated,​​and​​enters​​relation.​​The​​same​​Revelation​​that​​descends​​in​​the​​Night​​must​​also​​pass​​through​
​city, door, garment, household, family, commerce, writing, and history.​

​For the reader​
​Unit​​Seven​​is​ ​the​​movement​​from​​hidden​​investiture​​to​​visible​​relation.​​The​​Night​​has​​received​​the​​Decree.​​The​​Mission​​begins.​

​The​​Seal​​protects.​ ​The​​Solution​​answers.​​The​​Lights​​reveal.​​The​​Relatives​​test​​nearness.​​The​​hidden​​Joseph​​begins​​to​​stand​​in​​the​
​world of witnesses.​

​Reading question​
​How does Unit Seven move from the Báb’s hidden Mission into the social world of witness, family, and recognition?​

​Final Reflection for Unit Seven​
​Súrahs​​25–28​​carry​​the​​Báb’s​​Mission​​from​​hidden​​investiture​​into​​outward​​relation.​​The​​Seal​​gathers​​Joseph’s​​purity​​beneath​

​the​ ​Proof​ ​of​ ​His​ ​Lord​ ​and​ ​carries​ ​the​​concealed​​Night​​toward​​City,​​Dawn,​​the​​Overwhelming​​Event,​​the​​Most​​High,​​and​​the​
​Piercing​ ​Star.​ ​The​ ​Solution​ ​brings​​the​​story​​to​​the​​door,​​where​​accusation​​rises​​and​​the​​rent​​garment​​silently​​bears​​the​​answer.​
​Lights​​turns​​the​​sign​​into​​testimony​​and​​carries​​that​​illumination​​outward​​through​​the​​Book,​​Night​​and​​Day,​​the​​earlier​​Gates,​
​named​ ​persons,​ ​and​ ​the​ ​historical​ ​transmission​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Revelation.​ ​The​ ​Relatives​ ​bring​ ​the​ ​Revelation​ ​into​ ​the​ ​Báb’s​ ​own​
​household, where family, marriage, child, guardianship, commerce, and intimate nearness are touched by the Mission.​

​Joseph​​is​ ​preserved,​​accused,​​witnessed,​​vindicated,​​and​​brought​​into​​relation.​​The​​Báb​​is​​not​​revealed​​only​​in​​cosmic​​images​​or​
​hidden​​decrees.​ ​His​​Mission​​enters​​the​​City,​ ​the​​door,​​the​​house,​​the​​garment,​​the​​witness,​​the​​family,​​and​​the​​world​​of​​ordinary​
​human​​nearness.​ ​The​​hidden​​Word​​has​​begun​​to​​move​​outward.​​The​​Dawn​​rises​​from​​the​​Night.​ ​The​​Star​​pierces​​the​​sky.​​The​
​household itself becomes a place of recognition.​



​Discussion Questions​
​●​ ​What changes when the Mission begins to move from Night into City, house, witness, and kinship?​
​●​ ​How does the Seal protect Joseph before the world understands His innocence?​
​●​ ​What does the Proof of His Lord reveal about divine preservation?​
​●​ ​How do City, Dawn, and Piercing Star continue the movement from the Night of Power?​
​●​ ​What does the door represent in Súrah 26?​
​●​ ​How does the torn garment distinguish accusation from proof?​
​●​ ​Why does the Solution appear within the crisis rather than after it?​
​●​ ​How does Light move from the garment and witness into the historical world of the Mission?​
​●​ ​What does the appearance of Shaykh Aḥmad, Siyyid Káẓim, and other named figures add to the meaning of Lights?​
​●​ ​What does it mean that the witness comes from the household?​
​●​ ​How does Súrah 28 change when we read it beside the Báb’s own family and household?​
​●​ ​What does the Báb’s mercantile family background add to the meaning of Relatives?​
​●​ ​How do Khadíjih Bagum and Aḥmad bring intimacy, grief, and household nearness into the revealed text?​
​●​ ​What​ ​symbols​ ​stood​ ​out​ ​most​ ​strongly​ ​in​​this​​unit:​ ​Seal,​ ​City,​ ​Dawn,​​Star,​ ​door,​​garment,​​witness,​ ​Lights,​ ​Night​​and​

​Day, Book, earlier Gates, household, Relatives, commerce, or family?​
​●​ ​Where did the translation feel especially beautiful, strange, difficult, or powerful?​

​How does Unit Seven move from the Báb’s hidden Mission into the social world of witness, family, and recognition?​



​Looking Ahead: Súrahs 29–32​

​Main Themes​
​The Celestial Maidens​
​The​​next​​unit​​begins​​with​​Súrah​​29,​​the​​Celestial​​Maidens.​​After​​the​​Mission​​enters​​household​​and​​relation,​​the​​Book​​opens​​into​

​a​ ​heavenly​ ​feminine​ ​register​ ​of​ ​Paradise,​ ​adornment,​ ​veiling,​ ​beauty,​ ​and​ ​sacred​ ​disclosure.​ ​Watch​ ​how​ ​the​​Maiden​​may​​carry​
​beauty, Revelation, Paradise, and the hidden glory of the Youth.​

​The Report​
​Súrah​ ​30​ ​is​ ​the​ ​Report.​ ​After​ ​witness​ ​and​ ​household​ ​testimony,​ ​report​ ​becomes​ ​a​ ​major​ ​theme.​ ​Watch​ ​how​ ​speech,​ ​news,​

​judgment,​ ​hearing,​ ​and​ ​transmission​ ​become​ ​tested.​ ​A​ ​true​ ​report​ ​can​ ​carry​ ​revelation.​ ​A​ ​false​ ​report​​can​​carry​​accusation​​or​
​concealment.​

​The Most Mighty​
​Súrah​​31​​is​ ​the​​Most​​Mighty.​​After​​report,​ ​the​​Book​​gathers​​force,​ ​authority,​ ​and​​divine​​might.​ ​Watch​​how​​power​​returns​​in​​a​

​higher register: not the power of accusation or social nearness, but the might of God’s Cause.​

​The Living​
​Súrah​​32​​is​​the​​Living.​​This​​title​​begins​​to​​move​​toward​​life,​​vitality,​​spiritual​​animation,​​and​​the​​living​​power​​of​​the​​Word.​​Watch​
​how the Revelation gives life after testing speech, relation, and authority.​

​The Story Moving Forward​
​Unit​ ​Seven​ ​brought​ ​the​ ​Mission​ ​into​ ​witness,​ ​household,​ ​and​ ​relation.​ ​Unit​ ​Eight​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​open​ ​the​ ​heavenly​ ​and​ ​social​

​consequences of that entrance. The Maiden appears. The Report is tested. Might gathers. Life begins to move.​

​The hidden Word has entered the house. Now beauty, speech, power, and life begin to unfold around it.​

​Reading Assignment for Session 9​
​Read​​Súrahs​​29,​​30,​​31,​​and​​32​​of​​the​​Qayyúmu’l-Asmá.​​As​​you​​read,​​mark​​any​​places​​where​​the​​story​​moves​​through​​beauty,​

​report,​ ​power,​​or​​life.​ ​Watch​​especially​​for​​the​​Celestial​ ​Maidens,​​Paradise,​ ​veil,​ ​garment,​​Report,​ ​speech,​​hearing,​​Most​​Mighty,​
​Living, Gate, Fire, Water, Remembrance, and the Arabian Youth.​
​Watch​​especially​​for​​how​​the​​Mission,​​having​​entered​​the​​household​​and​​the​​circle​​of​​relatives,​​now​​begins​​to​​radiate​​into​​beauty,​

​testimony, power, and living response.​


