
 

 

February 15, 2022 
 

 

To the American Bahá’í community 

 

Dearly loved Friends, 

 

In its message to the conference of the Continental Boards of Counselors dated December 30, 

2021, the Universal House of Justice noted with satisfaction the positive effects stemming from 

the implementation—in a few selected countries over the past two years—of a two-stage process 

for the election of Local Spiritual Assemblies, such as had been instituted by ‘Abdu’l-Bahá for the 

Spiritual Assembly of Tihran. “Similar in many respects to the election of a National Spiritual 

Assembly,” the House of Justice wrote, “it involves the division of a locality into units from each 

of which one or more delegates are elected, after which the delegates elect the members of the 

Local Assembly.” The message goes on to set the expectation that this method would be 

established in the coming years “in many more places, both urban and rural, where conditions 

make such a step timely.” 

 

We are delighted to share with you the wonderful news that three communities in the United 

States have been approved by the House of Justice to take this significant step at Ridván this 

year: Los Angeles, New York City, and San Diego. Preparations are now under way, in 

collaboration with these Local Spiritual Assemblies, to inaugurate this milestone in the 

development of the Administrative Order in our country. 

 

The December 30 message describes the many ways in which Local Spiritual Assemblies are 

gaining in their capacity to contribute to the growth and spiritual vitality of their communities, 

anticipating that their further development will be among the highlights of the coming series of 

Plans. Essential to their progress will be the appreciation on the part of the believers of the 

unique nature of these divinely ordained institutions, so vastly different in conception and 

operation from other modes of governance. As the House of Justice wrote: 

 

One compelling insight which has emerged is that the extent to which the 

station and leadership of a Local Assembly is recognized in a community is 

related to how deeply the believers appreciate the sacredness of the electoral 

process and their duty to participate in it, in an atmosphere wholly free from the 

taint of suasion or worldly attitudes about power. As consciousness is raised in 

a community about the spiritual principles underlying Bahá’í elections, a new 

conception is formed of what it means for someone to be called to serve on an 

institution, and understanding grows of how the individual, the community, 

and the Local Assembly and its agencies relate to one another. Where systematic 

effort has been made to stimulate conversations in a community about the 

formation of the Local Assembly and its purpose, and to sustain those 

conversations year after year, the strength of the elected body and the 

dynamism of community life reinforce each other. 
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These words surely apply to any Assembly, whatever its mode of election. We hope that the 

friends everywhere will prayerfully contemplate this guidance. May we all arise with hearts 

filled with gratitude for the privilege of assisting, at so early a stage in history, the rise and 

development of “this unique, this wondrous System—the like of which mortal eyes have never 

witnessed.” 

 

With loving Bahá’í greetings,  

 
Kenneth E. Bowers 

Secretary 

 

 

cc:  Continental Counselors  

          residing in the United States 

 All Regional Bahá’í Councils  

 Spiritual Assemblies of Los Angeles,  

    New York City, and San Diego 

 

 

 

 


